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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environmental Awareness & Planning Committee of 

Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 10 July 2013 

 

Present  Councillor M Day (in the Chair), Councillors L J Chaney, KK Manneh,             

M Johnston, T J Winter, N Salkeld, D Standing 

  Councillors S Evans, WJ Walker  

 Also Councillors R Kemp, P Williams, TCBC Councillor B J Cunningham 

Also Clare Rowles (Administrative Officer)  

 

EAP13/014 Apologies for Absence 

  Councillors SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks, M Howell, TA Matthews, DJ Williams 

 

EAP13/015 Members’ Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest 

 

EAP13/016 Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 

(a) Planning & Highways Matters 

Members considered outstanding planning list 1001 

It was recommended that no observations or objections be raised in 

respect of planning lists 1001 (apart from application 13/P/00230), 

members asked that the Ward Councillors be contacted for their 

comments/ observations. 

Members were also asked to note that an appeal had been received 

relating to 11 Avondale Road, Pontrhydyrun (13/P/00147), whereby 

members had previously objected. 

Members were asked to note that Road Safety Grant Scheme information 

has been received in the office relating to Blenheim Road and Ty Gwyn 

Way, whereby works will commence in August and be completed by 

September.  Members were asked to send any comments/queries they 

had relating to the Road Safety Schemes to email the Clerk who will 

respond on their behalf. 
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Members were pleased to receive consultation from Torfaen County 

Borough Council on these matters as previously this had not happened.  

A letter regarding the Councils disappointment had been sent to the chief 

officer relaying members concerns.  

It was recommended that the position be noted. 

(b) Town & Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(England & Wales) Regulations 1999 – Land at South Sebastopol 

Members considered a request received from Torfaen County Borough 
Council, “A Scoping Opinion” which outlines matters to be include in any 
Environmental Impact Assessment.  Members were asked to email any 
observations/comments to the Clerk who will respond to TCBC on their 
behalf. 

It was recommended that any observations/comments be relayed to the 
Clerk. 

(c) Schedule of Torfaen County Borough Council Planning Decisions 

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County 

Borough Council. 

It was recommended that the decisions be noted. 

 

EAP13/017 Neighbourhood Services Matters 

Councillor B John Cunningham, Torfaen County Borough Council’s Executive 

Member for Neighbourhood Services & Performance reported the following: 

 Llantarnam Road Safety Scheme 

TCBC carried out consultation around the introduction of a safety scheme on 

Llantarnam Road through June and Cllr Cunningham explained that he is 

aware the community council has written to the Chief Officer over this issue 

and that a reply is being drafted. 

Background – Llantarnam Road, Llantarnam historically, was an important 

route in the highway network within Torfaen and was constructed as such, with 

generous widths, with a 40mph speed limit applied to it.  Since the construction 

of alternative routes including the A4051 Cwmbran Drive and the A4042 (T), 

Llantarnam Road has become less important within the highway network.  The 

Authority has implemented road safety engineering measures and a Safe 

Routes to school scheme in the area, but traffic conditions remain a source of 

concern to the local residents.  The Authority recognised more could be done 

on this part of the network and has been working with local developers and 



Environmental Awareness & Planning Committee 10 July 2013 

Subject to Confirmation at a Meeting of the Council on 31 July 2013 

 

 8 

more latterly SEWTA as the Regional Transport Consortia, to secure funding to 

implement a further road safety engineering scheme on Llantarnam Road.   

Feedback – the consultation was widely publicised utilising social media, the 

website and via more traditional means such as letter drops and advertising in 

the locality.  There was a positive response to the consultation with 91 per cent 

of people agreeing a 30 mph speed limit together with safety measures being 

implemented.  The scheme will now progress to the statutory consultation 

phase and, subject to no unresolved objections, will move towards the 

construction phase.  

 Highways 

A report has been approved that will see a number of highway improvements 

carried out across the borough.  More than £460,000 has been allocated for 

this year’s Highway Maintenance Needs Basis programme.  The work will 

include structural work, resurfacing and patching.  

 Protecting property 

Torfaen Council and Gwent Police are using forensic technology to keep 

Torfaen properties safe and secure. The Council have funded 100 SmartWater 

home marking kits that the police are giving to victim of crime.  Each bottle of 

SmartWater contains a unique code that invisible links items to the owner’s 

property.  This scheme follows the successful initiative where Torfaen Council’s 

property maintenance team marked the borough’s schools and other building 

with SmartWater. 

 New Earth Solutions  

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council and Torfaen County Borough Council 

have jointly appointed New Earth Solutions Group Limited as Contractor, for a 

three year contract.  Potentially extendable to up to eight years in total, for the 

treatment and disposal of 40,000 tonnes of residual waste.  The Contract was 

awarded to New Earth following a competitive procurement process carried out 

via a restricted procedure.  Of the tenders received New Earth’s was 

considered to be the most economically advantageous tender for the new 

Authorities.  Under the new treatment and disposal contract, around 40,000 

tonnes of residual waste per annum from both Authorities will be treated and 

disposed of using Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) and landfill disposal. 

 Abbey Meadow Project 

A meadow restoration project is taking place in the grounds of the historic 

Llantarnam Abbey.  This new scheme is based at the abbey which stands on 

the site of a medieval Cistercian monastery in Cwmbran.  The field is located 

between Torfaen’s rivers, the Afon Llwyd and Dowlais Brook and has been 
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used in the past for growing vegetables.  The restoration group is trialling the 

restoration of floodplain meadow which is a habitat that would have featured 

more in Welsh river valleys over 100 years ago. 

 Leisure Trust 

Council-run facilities in Torfaen have been handed over to a not-for-profit trust 

in an effort to create a more efficient service.  Pontypool Ski Slope, Cwmbran 

Stadium and Fairwater Leisure Centre are all affected.  The Council will still 

fund them but against a background of budget cuts of up to 5% a year. 

Stadium Licence UK Athletics have reinstated the competition licence at 

Cwmbran Stadium following some minor repairs to the track.  The licence was 

withdrawn in February this year following an inspection by UK Athletics.  

Following the licence withdrawal, staff at Torfaen Council worked with 

contractors to carry out minor repairs to the track surface that cost less than 

£5,000.  As a result of these works, UK Athletics carried out another inspection 

in May and reinstated the competition licence. 

 Big Event 

Thousands of people turned up for the Cwmbran Big Event at the boating lake 

in June.  Record breaking numbers turned up at the third annual event that 

featured performance from Cwmbran Brass Band and Darren ‘Graceland’ 

Jones. 

There followed a brief members’ question session during which reference was 

made to the success of the Big Event but concerns were raised regarding the 

safety of the access to the Big Event via the narrow bridge, which was severely 

gridlocked throughout the event. 

It was recommended that Councillor Cunningham be thanked for his report. 

 

 

EAP13/018 Licensing Applications 

Members considered a schedule of recent applications received by Torfaen 

County Borough Council. 

It was recommended that the information be noted.  

 

EAP13/019 Free Trees for Local Schools 

At the last committee meeting the Clerk to the Council reported that the 

Woodland Trust had free trees available for school, community and youth 
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groups this autumn and members considered that this would be an 

opportunity for the Council to bring the community together in a positive way 

which would also impact on the local environment.  

Members considered the attached report and the need for the Council to 

apply before 13 September 2013 for the chance to receive a free tree pack to 

plant in November 2013.  Members asked whether the Regeneration Officer 

had been contacted in relation to planting at the canal.  As the Administrative 

Officer was unable to clarify this, members requested that the item be placed 

on the July Council meeting so that a decision could be made on the siting 

and number of trees in readiness for the deadline. 

It was recommended that this item be forwarded to the July Council Meeting. 

 

EAP13/020 Seminars 

Members noted the report of the Torfaen County Borough Council Community 

Council Focus Group (Planning & Public Protection), 

It was recommended that the report be noted. 

  

 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 

 


