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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environmental Awareness & Planning Committee of 

Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 11 September 2013 

 

Present  Councillor TJ Winter (in the Chair), Councillors SWJ Ashley, D Daniels and D 

Standing 

  Councillors S Evans, WJ Walker and WM Howell  

 Also Councillors R Kemp, P Williams, TCBC Councillor B J Cunningham 

Also Clare Rowles (Administrative Officer)  

 

EAP13/021 Apologies for Absence 

  Councillors, SJ Brooks, L Chaney and DJ Williams 

 

EAP13/022 Members’ Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest 

 

EAP13/023 Biodiversity Action Plan 

Members considered information presented by Kris Roberts, Ecologist at 
Torfaen County Borough Council, about processes associated with the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP).  

Members noted that the first LBAP, prepared by Torfaen County Borough 
Council in 2003, was being reviewed, with an emphasis on sustainability. The 
LBAP had a life of 10 years and would describe the various eco systems in 
Cwmbran, such as moorland, fresh water, farmland, wetland and, in 
particular, urban & brownfield sites. The LBAP would be subject to annual 
review. 

Kris Roberts also described means of raising awareness and community 
consultation about the LBAP and referred to Cwmbran Community Council’s 
responsibilities in relation to promoting biodiversity and sustainability. 
Members noted the links between the LBAP’s objectives and the Council’s 
powers of well-being. 

Members also noted that, in view of the limited resources available to deliver 
the plan, early intervention would be critical in ensuring that developers had 
regard to biodiversity and sustainability issues in bringing forward new 
schemes. Key partners in delivering the LBAP included Bron Afon, Gwent 
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Wildlife Trust, Friends of the Earth and Natural Resources Wales. 

Targets set by the LBAP included maintaining habitats associated with eco-
systems, restoring currently degraded areas of habitation, maintaining 
species and increasing public awareness & understanding of biodiversity. Key 
objectives included integrating biodiversity into sustainable development, 
sustainable management of the environment and increasing community 
involvement.  

Further consultation on the LBAP was currently being arranged, with the 
possibility of workshops taking place in Cwmbran. Members discussed the 
possibility of hosting a workshop at the Council House. The Clerk to the 
Council agreed to provide Kris Roberts with information about room hire 
charges. 

Other issues raised by members included: 

 Processes for monitoring the progress of new developments to measure 
the impact on biodiversity. 

 Enforcement. 

 The importance of building sustainability into the development control 
process at an early stage and ensuring that biodiversity/sustainability 
aspects of new developments were not eroded by amendments to plans 
during the planning application process. It was important to highlight 
biodiversity issues early in the planning process. 

Due to time constraints at the meeting, the Chairman invited members to 
contact the Clerk to the Council if they wished to submit any further 
observations or request any additional information about the LBAP. 

It was recommended that the information reported be noted. 

 

EAP13/024 Torfaen Environmental Trust 

Members considered an oral report presented by Councillor Ashley following 
a Trust meeting he had attended about Transition Towns - a grassroots 
network of communities that were working to build resilience in response to 
peak oil, climate destruction, and economic instability. The main aim of the 
project was to raise awareness of sustainable living and build local ecological 
resilience in the near future. Councillor Ashley highlighted the contribution 
which local people and communities could make to help achieve the project’s 
objectives by responding to local problems with sustainable solutions. There 
were important links to the LBAP (see minute EAP13/023 above) and issues 
such as allotments and sustainable transport. 

It was recommended that Councillor Ashley be requested to provide further 
information to members in writing about Transition Towns and the impact on 
the Council.  

/wiki/Peak_oil
/wiki/Resilience_(ecology)
/wiki/Resilience_(ecology)
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EAP13/025  Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 

(a) Planning & Highways Matters 

Members considered outstanding planning list 1009 

It was recommended that no observations or objections be raised in 

respect of planning lists 1009. 

(b) Schedule of Torfaen County Borough Council Planning Decisions 

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County 

Borough Council. 

It was recommended that the decisions be noted. 

(c) Proposed Diversion of Public Footpath No 295 at Millbrook Homes, 

Coed Eva Mill.  

It was recommended that the Clerk to the Council submit an objection to 

the proposed diversion on the following grounds: 

The current route of the footpath has been in use for nearly one hundred 

years and provides a quick and safe access route to the incline from Two 

Locks road and vice versa. Parents and guardians who have been forced 

to change their route due to the current footpath being unlawfully closed 

have encountered problems with traffic due to there being no footpath 

available. The proposed route will see a continuation of this issue. As 

such, the objection is on safety grounds of those that need a direct access 

route. 

(Members noted that the deadline for submitting any observations in 

relation to the proposed diversion would expire before the next Council 

meeting. Members asked the Clerk to advise Torfaen County Borough 

Council that the committee’s observations were subject to confirmation by 

Council) 

(d) Land at 11 Avondale Road: Appeal by Mr A Parker against an 

enforcement notice issued by Torfaen County Borough Council. 

The Council had been given an opportunity to make representations in 

relation to the above appeal. Members discussed the planning history of 

the site. The deadline for submitting any observations in relation to the 

appeal would expire on the day of the next Council meeting 

It was recommended that the Clerk to the Council reiterate the Council’s 
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earlier objections to this proposal to the Planning Inspectorate. 

. 

EAP13/026 Neighbourhood Services Matters 

Councillor B John Cunningham, Torfaen County Borough Council’s Executive 

Member for Neighbourhood Services & Performance reported on the following 

initiatives put in place recently by Torfaen County Borough Council 

Webcasting of Torfaen County Borough Council meetings, Licensing of scrap 

metal merchants, highway resurfacing, Llantarnam Road road safety scheme, 

Oakfield 20mph scheme and a new cycling and walking route to connect 

Chapel Lane Croesyceiliog to Cwmbran Boating Lake. Councillor Cunningham 

submitted a detailed plan which showed the extent of the Oakfield 20mph zone. 

Issues raised by members included: 

 Publicity for waste collection arrangements. 

 Restrictions on the number of bins available for use by larger families/size 

of black bins. 

 Consultation on proposals to reduce the size of black bins 

 Measures to eradicate Himalayan Balsam 

 Accumulation of litter etc. in Llantarnam village due to youngsters 

congregating near the shops 

 Water leakage at junction of Brooklands Terrace/Richmond Road, near 

cenotaph. 

 Removal of Railings at Chapel Street 

 Cleaning of “Safe Route” near Mill Tavern 

 Wildflower planting on roundabouts 

Councillor Cunningham commented on the issues raised. Wherever possible 

he agreed to look into the matters further. 

 

It was recommended that Councillor Cunningham be thanked for his report. 
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EAP13/027 Licensing Applications 

  (Councillor Ashley declared an interest in this matter) 

Members considered a schedule of recent applications received by Torfaen 

County Borough Council. 

It was recommended that the information be noted.  

 

EAP13/028 Free Trees for Local Schools 

Members noted that, following consideration by the committee and Council, 

an application had been submitted to the Woodland Trust for 30 trees for 

planting at Ty Coch picnic site. Members discussed potential arrangements 

for undertaking the planting and the potential for involving a local school, 

uniformed organisation or CCYP. Members also highlighted the opportunity to 

plant some of the trees in memory of former Councillors who had passed 

away. 

A decision on the application was awaited from the Woodland Trust. 

Successful applicants would be notified in early autumn 2013 and the trees 

delivered in November 2013. 

It was recommended that the position be noted.  

EAP13/029 Seminars 

Members noted the report of the Torfaen County Borough Council Community 

Council Focus Group (Planning & Public Protection),  

Members noted that the existing Cold Calling Zones had been operating with 

some success. Members were invited to submit any suggestions for potential 

new Cold Calling Zones. The Clerk would pass on any suggestions received. 

It was recommended that the report be noted. 

  

 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 

 


