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Minutes of a Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 20 

November 2013 

 

Present  Councillor WJ Walker (in the Chair), Councillors:  SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks,    
LC Chaney, D Daniels, M. Day, S Evans, M Howell, M Johnston, R Jones,         
R Kemp, KK Manneh, TA Matthews, JC Powell, J Rees, N Salkeld,                         
D Standing, WJ Walker, DJ Williams, PJ Williams and TJ Winter  

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Rowles (Administrative 

Officer) 

 

CL13/058 Apologies for Absence  

None  

 

CL13/059 Chair’s Announcements 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 

 26 October 2013   Cwmbran Male Choir (Llantarnam Abbey)  

 6 November 2013 Remembrance Service, Holy Trinity Church 

 10 November 2013 Remembrance Sunday Parade. (The Chairman 
laid wreaths at the Clock Tower and at the War 
Memorial in Cwmbran Park)  

 11 November 2013 Visit to Torfaen Museum Trust (based at 
Pontypool Museum) 

 12 November 2013 Members’ Seminar attended by Chief Executive 
of One Voice Wales (The Chairman referred to 
the support available to members from Shannon 
Robinson, Development Officer from One Voice 
Wales) 

 14 November 2013 Senior Schools Choral Festival  

 15 November 2013  Cwmbran Street Pastors Commissioning  

 

CL13/060 Vice Chair’s Announcements 

  The Vice Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following  
  events: 

 6 November 2013 Remembrance Service, Holy Trinity Church 
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 10 November 2013  Remembrance Sunday Parade, Pontnewyd (The 
Vice Chairman had laid a wreath during the 
service)  

 14 November 2013 Senior Schools Choral Festival  

 16 November 2013 Cwmbran Amateur Swimming Club 

 

 

CL13/061 Declarations of Interest 

 Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest 

 

CL13/062 Cwmbran Policing Update. 

The Chairman welcomed Catherine Hawke, Neighbourhood Inspector for 
Cwmbran Neighbourhood Policing Team.  

Inspector Hawke displayed ward-by-ward statistics showing crime and anti 
social behaviour levels. She described some of the factors behind the figures. 
Members interrogated the information and discussed the most helpful ways in 
which such data could be presented to members. The Clerk to the Council 
agreed to circulate the information to all members. 

Inspector Hawke also described proposals to improve engagement with the 
public and strengthen community links. She emphasised the role of PCSOs in 
leading on community engagement and the importance of PACT meetings. 

Other issues raised by members included: 

 Increased Police presence around Cwmbran on Sunday 17 September 
2013 

 Assurances about the accuracy/reliability of statistical information referred 
to above. 

 Reduction in speed by vehicles using Hollybush Way following works 
undertaken.  

 Increased Police presence around Pontnewydd 3 weeks ago. 

 Concerns over increases in crime levels 

 The impact on crime levels locally of capacity issues within prisons and 
other institutions. 

 Legal Highs (Inspector Hawke described measures taken to address 
problems associated with the sale of legal highs, especially in 
Pontnewydd. 
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 Police action to deal with crime and anti social behaviour in Fairwater and 
Coed Eva  

 Youths on mopeds in Fairwater 

 The importance of good communication with PCSOs re ward issues 

 Litter etc. at the canal. 

 Safe on-street parking 

 Problems arising from fireworks (“bangers”) in Upper Cwmbran  

Resolved that  

(1) Inspector Hawke be thanked for her attendance at the meeting and 
willingness to answer questions. 

(2) For future meetings, Members be encouraged to submit any questions for 
Inspector Hawke to the Clerk in writing in advance  

 

CL13/063 Cwmbran Fire & Rescue Update 

Station Commander Matt Guerin reported on other current issues for the Fire 
& Rescue Service and discussed statistics related to recent incidents. He also 
thanked members for their support for Cwmbran Fire Station during the recent 
Fire Cover Review. He referred to spot checks undertaken on storage prior to 
Christmas, measures to raise awareness of the use of drugs and a school 
project relating to derelict and disused properties in Cwmbran. 

Issues raised by members included 

 Attendance at house fires by Cwmbran-based staff (Councillor Standing 
to submit question to the Clerk for referral to Station Officer Guerin) 

 Increased number of accidental fires – lessons arising. 

 Any lessons for Cwmbran from a recent fire in Pontypool 

Resolved that  

(1) Station Commander Guerin be thanked for his willingness to attend and 
answer members’ questions.  

(2) For future meetings, Members be encouraged to submit any questions for   
Station Commander Guerin to the Clerk in writing in advance  

 

CL13/064 Council Meeting 9 October 2013  

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings 

In relation to minute CL13/051(Trees from the Woodland Trust) members 
noted the arrangements for the planting the trees on 23 November 2013. 
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In relation to minute CL13/035 (Policy & Finance Committee 15 July 2013 – 
Internal Auditor) members noted that two applications had been submitted to 
undertake these works and that these were being assessed. 

Resolved that subject to the addition of Councillor Chaney to the list of 
members present and the correction of Sergeant Green’s name to Ian Green, 
the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed. 

 

CL13/065 Events & Community Projects Committee 14 October 2013  

  Councillor Brooks introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 

In relation to minute ENT13/027 (Summer Playschemes 2013) members 
noted that the Clerk to the Council had begun to look into the question of 
storage for Playscheme equipment and would report in more detail to the 
committee. 

Councillors DJ Williams and TA Matthews explained that they had been 
present at the meeting as observers. 

 

Resolved that subject to the addition of Councillor Chaney to the list of 
members present the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed. 

 

CL13/066 Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee 14 October 2013  

  Councillor SWJ Ashley introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 

Members noted that the Grants Presentation Evening would take place on 
Thursday 28 November 2013 at 7pm. Members discussed options for holding 
events on different evenings to encourage attendance. 

Resolved that subject to the following amendments, the minutes of the above 
meeting be confirmed as a correct record: 

(i) The addition of Councillor WM Howell to the list of members present,  

(ii) The deletion of the words “Also Councillor Kemp” from the list of 
members present. 

(iii) The addition of the words “Also Councillor P Williams” to the list of 
members present. 

(iv) The addition of Councillor L Chaney to the list of members who 
wished to record their apologies for absence. 

 

CL13/067 Environmental Awareness & Planning Committee 23 October 2013  

  Councillors SWJ Ashley, D Daniels and R Kemp declared an interest in this 
item. 
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Councillor Winter introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 

 The Clerk to the Council apologised for recording Councillor DJ Williams as 
“Councillor D Williams” in the minutes. 

 Members discussed the consideration of proposals in relation to the Mill 
Tavern site by Torfaen County Borough Council, the circumstances relating to 
the withdrawal of an appeal in relation to the Pontnewydd Inn and the 
proposed Cold Stores development. Members noted that members of the 
Planning Team (Torfaen County Borough Council) had been unaware of the 
Safe Routes to Schools Programme. 

 Members also discussed the importance of properly describing their 
comments in relation to ensure that the Council’s views were understood by 
the Local Planning Authority. Members expressed their continued concern 
that applications were often subject to amendments after the Council had 
been consulted. 

 Members also considered outstanding planning applications from Torfaen 
County Borough Council, details of which had been circulated to all members 
of the council.  

 

 Resolved that, 

(a) subject to the addition of Councillor Day to the list of members who 
wish to record their apologies for absence, the minutes of the above 
meeting be confirmed.  

(b) no objection is raised in respect of planning list 1019 and 1020. 

 

CL13/068 Policy & Finance Committee 28 October 2013 

 Councillor Howell introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 

 The Clerk to the Council undertook to review the arrangements for recording 
apologies for absence from meetings. Members noted that apologies should 
be submitted in advance of the meeting and should explain the reason for 
absence. 

Resolved that, subject to the addition of Councillor DJ Williams’ name to the 
list of those members who wished to record their apology for absence, the 
minutes be confirmed. 

 

CL13/069 Letters of thanks and appreciation 

A letter of thanks was received from the John Williams (Fielding) VC 
Memorial Trust for the Council’s assistance in providing a PA system for the 
Headstone Rededication in January 2013. Members noted that the Clerk to 
the Council had arranged to loan the system to the Trust for the 2014 
memorial event  
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Thanks had also been received by telephone from the occupier of 25 
Tynewydd Road for services provided by the Task Force  

Resolved that the thanks be noted. 

 

 
 

  
 

 

Signed  ……………………………………. 

Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council 

 

 


