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Minutes of a Meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee of Cwmbran Community 

Council held on Monday 28 October 2013 

 

Present  Councillors WM Howell (Chair), Councillors M Day, M Johnston, R Kemp,             

KK Manneh, TA Matthews and TJ Winter  

  Councillors S J Brooks, S Evans, and WJ Walker 

Also Councillors R Jones, D Standing and P Williams 

 

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  

 

PF13/041 Apologies for Absence 

Councillors SWJ Ashley, J Rees and DJ Williams  

 

PF13/042 Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 

they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 

interest. 

 

PF13/043 Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments (October 2013) 

 

Members considered the above information.  Background papers relating to 

the schedule of receipts and payments were available to allow members to 

interrogate any transactions in more detail.  

Issues raised by members included: 

 Computershare Voucher Services (C01)  

 Wi Fi Installation (H05) (Members noted that an order had been placed to 
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purchase a new projector to enable Wi Fi access) 

It was recommended that the schedule of receipt and payments, bank 

reconciliation details and quarterly monitoring information be noted.  

 

PF13/044 Internal Audit 

Members noted that several quotations had been submitted to provide the 

Council with an internal audit service following the retirement of the Council’s 

previous auditor. 

It was recommended that the bid from One Voice Wales to provide an 

internal audit service be accepted, initially for one year, to be reviewed 

thereafter. 

 

PF13/045 Insurance 

Members noted that several quotations had been submitted to provide the 

Council with insurance cover when the Council’s existing cover expired in 

January 2014. The bids included a submission from the Council’s existing 

insurer, Zurich. 

It was recommended that the bid from Zurich to provide insurance cover for 

five year, to be reviewed thereafter. 

 

PF13/046 Review of Standing Orders 

Members noted that the Council had established a sub committee to 

undertake the above review. Members noted work which the Clerk to the 

Council had carried out to take the review forward but also noted that a new 

model form of standing orders had now been published by One Voice Wales. 

The Clerk drew attention to where the Model could be viewed on One Voice 

Wales’ website. 

It was recommended that 
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(1) The Clerk to the Council undertakes a comparison of the Council’s 

existing standing orders with the Model published by One Voice Wales in 

November 2013. 

(2) The Clerk to the Council circulates copies of the Model to all members. 

(3) A meeting of the sub committee is held in January 2014 to take forward 

the review. 

 

PF13/047 Remembrance Sunday 2013 

Members reviewed the arrangements to commemorate Remembrance 

Sunday and the Council’s role in relation to the parade, which had culminated 

in Cwmbran Park.  

As in previous year’s the Council had assisted with the production and 

distribution of Order of Service sheets and provided refreshments for children 

who had taken part in the parade. (The Council had received a generous 

donation of refreshments from FairShare Cymru to assist with this.) The 

Council had also funded the cost of the PA system used at Cwmbran Park.  

Members drew attention to the success of the event and the large numbers of 

people who had supported it. A similar event held in Pontnewydd had also 

been a success. 

The Chairman considered that the laying of a wreath at the clock tower by the 

Chairman of the Council may have passed unnoticed by those taking part in 

the parade. He hoped that, in future years, this could be given greater 

prominence. He also referred to confusion at Cwmbran Park over the precise 

order of wreath-laying.  

Members discussed the role of the Sergeant Major in the event and 

considered that there may be scope to improve the arrangements at 

Cwmbran Park by, for example, asking all wreath layers to assemble in front 

of the cenotaph before stepping forward individually to lay their wreaths. 

Members also considered that there was scope to avoid “last minute” 
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disruptions to the laying of wreaths by introducing a cut-off point for people to 

indicate whether they wished to lay a wreath. 

Other issues raised by members included: 

 Concerns that the Welsh National Anthem had not been played at the 

Remembrance Service held in Pontnewydd. 

 Opportunities to nominate representatives of the Royal British Legion for a 

Community Award. 

 Scope for representatives of the British Legion to attend the parade which 

culminates at Cwmbran Park. 

 Reverting to the PA supplier used in 2012 for Cwmbran Park, in view of the 

better sound quality obtained in 2012. 

 Potential opportunities to introduce a more ecumenical element to the 2014 

Parade and service. 

 The importance of effective arrangements to co-ordinate the 2014 event. 

 A greater role for the Council in the planning of the 2014 event (Cwmbran), 

including holding early planning meetings at the Council’s offices. 

It was recommended that the Clerk to the Council take forward the above 

points in the planning arrangements for Remembrance Sunday in 2014. 

 

PF13/048 An Evening to Celebrate Cwmbran and its Communities: Saturday 1 

March 2014 

Members considered the format of the above event, which would be hosted 

by the Chairman of the Council, as in 2013. Members noted provisional 

arrangements which had already been the subject of discussions with the 

Chairman. 

The event would be held at Greenmeadow Golf Club. It would provide an 

opportunity to celebrate the contribution made to Cwmbran life by local 

organisations and individuals. Community Safety partners, civic dignitaries 
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and others would be invited to attend, along with representatives of local 

schools. Members welcomed the suggestion to again invite grant recipients 

and Community Council Award winners. Once again there would be 

entertainment provided at the event, with potential invitations to Llantarnam 

Deaf Choir to perform. 

The event itself would be free to invited guests though all guests would be 

provided with an opportunity to contribute to the Chairman’s chosen charity, 

the Cwmbran Centre for Young People. Members supported proposals to 

provide a cash bar for guests wishing to purchase their own drinks, though 

complimentary wine would be provided at dining tables. 

In noting that the event would take place on St. David’s Day, members 

identified potential opportunities to introduce a particularly Welsh theme to the 

event, particularly in relation to any entertainment provided.  

 It was recommended that the above arrangements be endorsed. 

 

PF13/049 Torfaen Boundary Changes 

The Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales had submitted to the 

Welsh Ministers, a report on a review carried out by Torfaen County Borough 

Council on the community boundaries for the County of Torfaen, together with 

proposals that the Commission had formulated on the community boundaries.  

Members noted that the Welsh Ministers had decided to give effect to those 

proposals without modification and had made an order, details of which were 

included on the agenda and displayed at the meeting. 

In response to members’ questions, the Leader of the Majority Group agreed 

to invite the Lead Officer for Elections at Torfaen County Borough Council to 

attend a future meeting to describe the changes in detail, including any 

implications for Cwmbran Community Council.  

It was recommended that the position be noted.  
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PF13/050 Revenue Estimates 2014/15 

Members considered the Council’s current Revenue Estimates, likely spend 

to the end of the current financial year and draft estimate figures for the 

coming year.  

 

Members noted that Torfaen County Borough Council had given notice that 

details of the Council’s precept were not required until 24 January 2014. A 

special Council meeting which had been arranged to approve the estimates 

on 16 December 2014 would therefore no longer be necessary.  

 

Issues raised by members in relation to the estimates included:  

 

 Clarification of spending on Chair’s & Vice Chair’s Allowance (B01) 

 Break down of proposed expenditure within Members’ Expenses (B02) 

which includes £100 Allowance for each member. 

 Total expenditure levels on Grants to Voluntary Organisations (K01) 

 Break down of Telephony Costs.(G07) 

 Clarification of expenditure re Caretaker/Cleaning (G09) 

 Potential to use surplus within current year’s expenditure on 

Premises/Capital replacement to pay off mortgage or replace the 

community centre (G10) 

 Core Funding to Torfaen CAB (I03) 

 Potential role for CCYP in developing a Youth Council (I11) 

 Future of Cwmbran Regeneration Partnership (I13). Members welcomed 

proposals to take forward an application for funding from the Partnership 

for the erection of flagpoles outside the Council House. 

 

 Members agreed that it would ne helpful to hold a seminar for all members on 

to discuss of Reserves within the current financial year. 

 

It was recommended that 

 

(1) the draft Revenue Estimates for 2013/14 be noted. 
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(2) a special meeting of Council is held on 22 January 2014 to approve the 

estimates. The meeting would commence immediately after the meeting 

of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee, which 

commenced at 6.00pm. 

 

PF13/051 Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies 

   Members considered reports in relation to the following: 

(a) Local Councils Partnership Committee 22 October 2013  

(Members expressed their concerns at suggestions within the report that 

community councils could assume responsibility for community halls. 

Members were also concerned to note inconsistencies between waste 

collection arrangements for different community halls) 

 

(b) Armed Forces Charter Meeting 24 October 2013 

 

(c) Congress Theatre Company Board Meeting 11 November 2013 

(Members noted financial constraints facing the theatre and the potential 

implications upon grant funding of further cutbacks in finance available for 

the theatre) 

 

(d) All Member Seminar – One Voice Wales 12 November 2013  

(e) Torfaen Museum Trust AGM 16 November 2013 

 

It was recommended that the reports be noted. 

 

 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 

http://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2013-10-24-Armed-Forces.doc
http://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2013-11-11-Congress.doc
http://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2013-11-12-1VW.doc
http://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2013-11-16-Museum.doc

