
Cyngor Cymuned Cwmbrân 
 

You are summoned to attend the following meeting: 
 
Policy & Finance Committee 
 
27 January 2014 @ 6.00 pm 
 
Venue: Council Chamber Council House, Ventnor Road, Cwmbran NP44 3JY 

 

AGENDA  
 

To:  Councillors SWJ Ashley, D Daniels, M Day, M Johnston, R Kemp, KK Manneh,             
TA Matthews, J Rees, TJ Winter and DJ Williams  

 
 Councillors S Brooks, S Evans, WM Howell (Chair) and W J Walker  

(Ex Officio Members) 
 
To:   All OTHER MEMBERS FOR INFORMATION 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

2. Members’ Declarations of Interest 

3. Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments (November & December 2013)  

A schedule of receipts & payments and bank reconciliation is attached for members only. 

(Members of the public may obtain this information from the Clerk to the Council.)  

Background papers will be brought to this meeting to allow members to interrogate any 

transactions etc. in more detail, should they wish.  

4. Photocopier: Renewal of Lease  

 

The lease on the Council’s photocopier expired in January 2012. Since that time, the 

supplier has allowed the Council to continue to lease the machine (largely through 

goodwill) and there is now a need to regularise the position. The machine is also showing 

signs of wear.  

 

Negotiations with the existing supplier have resulted in an offer to replace the machine 

with a new model. The machine would be provided for 5 years, after which time the 

Council could either purchase it at its residual value or return it to the supplier. The rent on 

the new machine would be a considerable saving on the current rent. Negotiations have 

also resulted in a reduced price for unit costs, which would remain fixed for two years.  



Prices have been obtained from other suppliers but the offer from the Council’s existing 

supplier is competitive. Retaining the services of the existing supplier also brings 

advantages in terms of business continuity. 

 

It is recommended that the proposal to accept the offer from the existing supplier be 

supported. 

 

5. Review of Standing Orders 

 

To report progress re the above. 

 

6. Council Newsletter 

 

To consider any feedback from the production and distribution of the Council Newsletter, 

which was published in autumn 2013, in order to inform the next issue.  

 

It is proposed to publish the next issue to coincide with the annual dinner taking place on 

1 March 2014 to celebrate Cwmbran and its Communities, hosted by the Chairman of the 

Council. 

 

7. Community Council Website Grant 

 

In August 2013, the Council received a Welsh Government grant of £500 to help with 

website development. (Minute PF13/019 refers) One of the grant conditions required a 

written account of progress by the end of February 2014.   

 

The Council’s website has recently been reconstructed with support from Torfaen County 

Borough Council, and the grant was therefore used to develop the site, progress the 

Council’s web presence, and provide training.  Details are set out below. 

 

 The Council used part of the grant to commission a survey to obtain feedback on how 

well the site meets the requirements of the Local Democracy Bill (Wales). The results will 

help identify any areas where improvements might be required. The survey is being 

undertaken by Robert Gething Limited, a Cwmbran based IT consultant who specialises 

in web site design and use of social media. (£200) Robert has also provided informal 

advice on the current design of the Council’s site. 



Additionally, photography students from one of the Council’s key partners in the 

community. (CCYP) assisted with providing improved images for use on the site. Any 

costs incurred will be met from within the grant, though they are likely to be small. 

 “Cwmbran Connection” is a website for people living, working or visiting Cwmbran. It is 

linked to “Pontypool Online” and other websites around the UK.  

This site provides a low cost opportunity for the Council to raise its digital profile within 

the local community, particularly amongst the business community.  

The Council’s has therefore made use of this site, by publishing details of Council 

services and a link to our own website on it. The site provides a facility to e-mail the 

Council direct and a googlemap showing our location. The site also provides a facility to 

advertise job vacancies and news. There are links to our social media pages. 

The Council’s “advert” on the site runs for 12 months, at a cost of £25 plus VAT. A 

further £10 was incurred in attending an associated Business Connect Networking event 

in Cwmbran. This was all funded from the Welsh Government grant. (The network event 

led to us making contact with Robert Gething Limited, referred to above.)  

 The Council was one of a number of local councils to examine training opportunities 

which the grant funding allowed. One Voice Wales offer training on website 

development/use of social media which will be rolled out from February 2014 onwards. 

Costs will be. £30 per head, to be funded from the grant. 

It is recommended that the use of the grant be noted. 

 

8. Use of Council Chamber by Salvation Army 15 March 2014  

 

The International Staff Songsters of The Salvation Army are to visit Cwmbran in March 

2014. In connection with this a Reception is to be held in the Council Chamber at the 

Council House on 15 March 2014 (5.15pm.) The Reception will be followed by an evening 

concert at St. Gabriel's Church  

The International Staff Songsters is The Salvation Army's premier choir and represent 

the Salvation Army in the international arena, visiting countries all over the world and 

appearing regularly on TV and radio. The event could help boost the Council’s profile 

significantly through media coverage and photo opportunities. Members may wish to 

allow the choir to hire the chamber at a reduced or free rate in view of the nature of the 

event. 

 

 



9. St David’s RC Primary School 

 

There is currently a vacancy on the Governing Body of this school. The Council has been 

invited to provide a governor. If the Council does not wish to provide a governor then the 

school has identified a local businessman who would be willing to take up the position.  

 

Members’ views are requested. 

 

10. Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies 

 

To consider the attached reports in relation to the following seminars and meetings of 

outside bodies, attended by representatives of the Council.  

 

(a) World War One Centenary Co-ordination Group 3 December 2013 

(b) Cwmbran Regeneration Partnership 11 December 2013 (note for website: 

Presentation referred to available from Clerk to the Council.) 

(c) TCALC 14 January 2014 

(d) One Voice Gwent Valleys Area Committee 14 January 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
David Collins, Clerk to the Council 
21 January 2014  
david@cwmbran.gov.uk   
 
tel. 01633 624154 

 

 

http://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/WW1.pdf
http://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Cwmbran-Regen-Pship.pdf
http://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/TCALC.pdf
http://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/OVW-Gwent.pdf
mailto:david@cwmbran.gov.uk

