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Minutes of a Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 8 January 

2014 

 

Present  Councillor WJ Walker (in the Chair), Councillors:  SJ Brooks,    LJ Chaney, , 
M. Day, S Evans, M Johnston, R Jones, R Kemp, KK Manneh, TA Matthews,  
J Rees, D Standing, DJ Williams, PJ Williams and TJ Winter  

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Rowles (Administrative 

Officer) 

 

CL13/070 Apologies for Absence  

Councillors SWJ Ashley, N Salkeld and WM Howell  

 

CL13/071 Chair’s Announcements 

The Chairman informed members that a former Mayor of Torfaen, Sarah 
Richards, had recently passed away. He also referred to the recent loss of 
Councillor Howell’s brother-in-law. Members stood in silence as a mark of 
respect. 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 

 Community Tree-planting event at Ty Coch Way 23 November 2013 

 Grants Presentation & Community Awards Evening 28 November 2013 

 Advent Carol Service at St. Gabriel’s Church 1 December 2013 

 Schools Carol Concert (Blaenavon) 5 December 2013  

 Tree lighting ceremonies at Pontnewydd, The Council House and Henllys 

CL13/072 Vice Chair’s Announcements 

  The Vice Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following  
  events: 

 Grants Presentation & Community Awards Evening 28 November 2013 

 

CL13/073 Declarations of Interest 

 Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest 
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CL13/074 Cwmbran Policing Update. 

The Chairman welcomed Catherine Hawke, Neighbourhood Inspector for 
Cwmbran Neighbourhood Policing Team.  

Inspector Hawke had circulated ward-by-ward statistics showing crime and 
anti social behaviour levels. Members welcomed the format in which the 
information was presented. Members also appreciated receiving the 
information in advance of the meeting  

Inspector Hawke explained how the focus of police activity had been on crime 
prevention over the Christmas period, describing actions to address the use 
of Legal Highs and service the night-time-economy. She also referred to 
discussions she had held with individual members outside of the formal 
Council meeting, emphasising that she was always available to meet with 
members to discuss issues of local concern. She also referred to support 
available from community police resources. 

Issues raised by members included the following: 

 Members welcomed the recent announcement that the police 
headquarters at Croesyceilliog was to remain  

 Members endorsed positive comments made about communication 
between the council and the police at recent seminar hosted by Torfaen 
County Borough Council. 

 The work of Special Operational Teams 

 Measures to address problems arising from the use of Legal Highs 

 The future of PACT meetings 

 Definition of “Theft other” in the statistics circulated. 

 Speed Wires on Penylan Way 

 Anti social use of motor bikes in Upper Cwmbran 

Resolved that  

(1) Inspector Hawke be thanked for her attendance at the meeting and 
willingness to answer questions. 

(2) For future meetings, Members be encouraged to submit any questions for 
Inspector Hawke to the Clerk in writing in advance  

 

CL13/075 Cwmbran Fire & Rescue Update 

Station Commander Matt Guerin reported on other current issues for the Fire 
& Rescue Service and discussed statistics related to recent incidents. He 
elaborated on the statistics and described various recent initiatives such as 
the forthcoming “Keep ME Safe Quiz” for local schools and lessons learned 
from a recent fire in machine meadow. He also confirmed that the Fire Cover 



Cwmbran Community Council 

8 January 2014 

 40 

Review response had now been moved to 24 March 2013, describing some 
of the operational implications of this. 

Issues raised by members included the following 

 Praise for the work of the Fire & Rescue service in rescuing animals in 
Newport. 

 Encouraging opportunities to learn from incidents and publicise the cause 
of fires, such as a recent incident in Tennessee Road. 

 Emergency Calls during the recent fire service industrial action. 

 Preventative measures to deal with flooding  

Resolved that  

(1) Station Commander Guerin be thanked for his willingness to attend and 
answer members’ questions.  

(2) For future meetings, Members be encouraged to submit any questions for   
Station Commander Guerin to the Clerk in writing in advance  

 

CL13/076 Council Meeting 20 November 2013  

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings 

In relation to minute CL13/062(Cwmbran Policing Update), Councillor 
Manneh referred to concerns expressed about the impact on crime levels 
locally of capacity issues within prisons and other institutions and asked that 
the minutes record these matters in more detail.  

In relation to minute CL13/06, (Environmental Awareness & Planning 
Committee), members noted that the appeal in relation to the proposed Cold 
Stores development had been allowed. Members discussed the implications 
of the appeal, with particular reference to concerns over flooding. 

Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed subject to  

1. the correct spelling of Councillor Chaney’s name in  the list of 
members present,  

2. the insertion of the following words at the end of the penultimate bullet 
point on page 33 (minute CL13/062):  

“A member was especially concerned at suggestions that prisons were 
so full that a prisoner had been released due to pressure on capacity; 
and considered that pressure should be exerted on MPs to address 
such capacity pressures.” 

CL13/077 Events & Community Projects Committee 25 November 2013  

  Councillor Johnston introduced the minutes of the above meeting.  



Cwmbran Community Council 

8 January 2014 

 41 

In relation to minute ENT13/034 (Christmas Entertainment Programme 2013), 
members noted the impact of larch disease at Blan Bran woodland and the 
possible impact on the Woodland’s ability to provide Christmas trees for use 
by the Council in 2014. Members also noted the success of the 2013 
Christmas entertainment programme. 

In relation to minute ENT13/036 (Summer Playschemes 2014) members 
noted progress in relation to contacting schools and returning staff, as 
described by the Administrative Officer. Members also considered the rates of 
pay to be paid to Playscheme staff for 2014 

Resolved that  

1. the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed. 

2. wages for Playscheme staff for 2014 be set as follows:  

 Manager   £8.49 per hour  

 Assistant Manager £7.65 per hour 

 Supervisor  £6.94 per hour 

 Assistant Supervisor £6.39 per hour 

 Play leader (21+) £6.31 per hour 

 Play leader (18-20) £5.45 per hour 

 Volunteer  £50.00 per week (expenses) 

 

CL13/078 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 4 December 2013  

  Councillor Winter introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 

  Resolved that  

1. subject to the correct spelling of Councillor LJ Chaney’s name, where it 
appears in the minutes and the addition of Councillor DJ Williams to the 
list of members who wished to record their apology for absence, the 
minutes of the above meeting be confirmed. 

2. the issue of the implication of any loss of playing fields arising from any 
decision to close Llantarnam School be included as an agenda item for 
the next meeting of this committee. (Councillor S Evans declared an 
interest in this item.) 

 

CL13/079 Policy & Finance Committee 9 December 2013 

 The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 

 In relation to Minute PF13/049 (Torfaen Boundary Changes), Councillors 
Brooks and Kemp agreed to approach the Lead Officer for Elections at 
Torfaen County Borough Council jointly to arrange an opportunity for 
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members to discuss the implications of boundary changes on Cwmbran 
Community Council. Members discussed the potential for holding a seminar to 
discuss this. 

 In relation to Minute PF13/050 (Revenue Estimates 2014/15 – Future of 
Cwmbran Regeneration Partnership I13) members noted that Cwmbran 
Regeneration Partnership Operational Group had approved an application in 
principle for the erection of flagpoles at The Council House. 

 (note: Minute PF13/045 should read It was recommended that the bid from 
Zurich to provide insurance cover for five years “be accepted” to be reviewed 
thereafter)  

Resolved that  

1. the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed. 

2. the Clerk to the Council be authorised to take forward all matters relating 
to the erection of flagpoles at The Council House, including any planning 
application, within the current financial year. 

 

CL13/080 Letters of thanks and appreciation 

Letters of thanks for grants paid by the Council were received Bobath 
Children’s Therapy Centre Wales, Ty Newydd Road Allotments Association 
and Hearing Dogs for Deaf People.  

Resolved that the thanks be noted. 

 

 
 

  
 

 

Signed  ……………………………………. 

Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council 

 

 


