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Minutes of a Meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee of Cwmbran Community 

Council held on Monday 27 January 2014  

 

Present  Councillors WM Howell (Chair), Councillors SWJ Ashley, M Day, M Johnston, 

R Kemp, TA Matthews and TJ Winter  

  Councillors S J Brooks, S Evans, and WJ Walker 

Also Councillor R Jones  

 

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  

 

PF13/052 Apologies for Absence 

Councillors KK Manneh and J Rees  

 

PF13/053 Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 

they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 

interest. 

 

PF13/054 Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments (November & December 

2013) 

 

Members considered the above information.  Background papers relating to 

the schedule of receipts and payments were available to allow members to 

interrogate any transactions in more detail.  

Issues raised by members included: 

 Mortgage with Torfaen County Borough Council (Balance as at 31 March 

2014 £16,607.60) (G02) 
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 Payment for the Public Address system used on Remembrance Sunday 

(I19)  

 Energy Costs (G06)  

It was recommended that  

1. the schedule of receipt and payments and bank reconciliation details is noted. 

2. the Clerk to the Council be authorised to arrange full repayment of the 

outstanding balance on the Council’s mortgage, as described above, from 

within the balance available within G10 (Premises) in the current financial 

year. 

 

PF13/055 Photocopier: Renewal of Lease  

Members noted that the lease on the Council’s photocopier had expired in 

January 2012. Since that time, the supplier had allowed the Council to 

continue to lease the machine (largely through goodwill) and there was now a 

need to regularise the position. The machine was also showing signs of wear. 

Negotiations with the existing supplier had resulted in an offer to replace the 

machine with a new model. The machine would be provided for 5 years, after 

which time the Council could either purchase it at its residual value or return it 

to the supplier. The rent on the new machine would be a considerable saving 

on the current rent. Negotiations had also resulted in a reduced price for unit 

costs, which would remain fixed for two years. Prices had been obtained from 

other suppliers but the offer from the Council’s existing supplier was 

competitive. Members also noted that retaining the services of the existing 

supplier would bring advantages in terms of business continuity. 

It was recommended that the offer from the existing supplier be supported. 
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PF13/056 Review of Standing Orders 

 

The Council had established a sub committee to undertake a review of its 

Standing Orders. Members noted that work on the review had commenced at 

officer level but that it had been necessary to further consider the Council’s 

existing Standing Orders in the light of a new model form of standing orders 

published recently by One Voice Wales, before reporting to members. The 

Clerk advised that this task had now been undertaken and that he would soon 

be contacting members of the sub committee to arrange a meeting. He also 

reported that, alongside this review, he had examined the Council’s Financial 

Regulations, Contract Standing Orders and Manual of Financial Procedures 

as these had also not been reviewed for some time.  

 

It was recommended that 

1. The position is noted. 

2. The remit of the sub committee established to review the Council’s 

Standing Orders is extended to include a review of Financial Regulations, 

Contract Standing Orders and Manual of Financial Procedures. 

PF13/057 Council Newsletter 

 

Members provided feedback on the production and distribution of the Council 

Newsletter which had been published in the autumn of 2013. Issues raised by 

members included: 

 

 The potential to include information about the precept in the next issue, 

and the services which the Council provided with the money raised. 

 The potential to include photographs in the next issue, illustrating the 

range of services the Council provided. 

 The potential to include photographs of projects funded by the Cwmbran 

Regeneration Partnership and other recent projects, such as the 

community tree planting at Ty Coch Lane 
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 To arrange a Welsh language version of the entire magazine, with an 

explanatory note (in Welsh & English) on the English-only version. 

 

 To aim to launch the next issue on 1 March 2014. 

 

It was recommended that the Clerk to the Council take forward the above 

suggestions in drafting the forthcoming newsletter. 

  

PF13/058 Community Council Website Grant  

   

Members noted that, as part of the receipt of a Welsh Government grant of 

£500 to improve the Council’s on-line presence, the Council was required to 

present a written report by the end of February 2014, describing how the 

grant was being spent. Members noted some of the ways in which the grant 

had been spent to date, which included the commissioning of a survey to 

obtain views on the site and identify potential improvements, establishing 

links to an on-line networking community to raise the Council’s digital profile, 

and training opportunities. 

 

It was recommended that the use of the grant be noted and endorsed. 

 

PF13/059 Use of Council Chamber by Salvation Army 15 March 2014 

 

The International Staff Songsters of The Salvation Army were to visit 

Cwmbran in March 2014. In connection with this a reception was to be held in 

the Council Chamber at the Council House on 15 March 2014 (5.15pm.) The 

reception would be followed by an evening concert at St. Gabriel's Church.  

The International Staff Songsters was the Salvation Army's premier choir and 

represented the Salvation Army in the international arena, visiting countries 

all over the world and appearing regularly on TV and radio. Members 

suggested that the event would make an interesting feature in the forthcoming 

Council newsletter (Minute PF13/057 refers) 
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It was recommended that the Chairman of the Council invite the Songsters 

to enjoy free use of the Council Chamber on the above date, in recognition of 

the role of the Salvation Army in the community of Cwmbran. 

 

PF13/060 St David’s RC Primary School 

The Council had been invited to provide a governor at the above school 

following a vacancy on the school governing body. Members noted that, if the 

Council did not wish to make a nomination, the school had identified a local 

businessman who would be willing to take up the position. 

It was recommended that no action be taken but that this matter is referred 

to Full Council to allow all members to consider whether they wished to sit on 

the governing body. 

 

PF13/061 Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies 

 

Members considered reports in relation to the following:                         

(Councillor Ashley declared a non-prejudicial interest in item (c) below.) 

(a) World War One Centenary Co-ordination Group 3 December 2014 

(Members discussed the potential for the Council to support or arrange 

events and activities to commemorate the centenary, including the 

purchase of poppies for use in the planers outside the Council House.) 

 

(b) Cwmbran Regeneration Partnership 11 December 2013                     

(Members expressed their disappointment that the key partners may 

withdraw funding for the partnership. Money allocated within the Council’s 

budget for the partnership for 2014/15 could still be used by the Council to 

take forward its own regeneration projects. The chairman encouraged 

members to submit any suggestions for future projects to the Clerk.) 
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(c) TCALC 14 January 2014  

(Members expressed their concerns at proposals to transfer the 

ownership of community halls from Torfaen County Borough Council to 

community halls and noted that the proposals did not appear to be 

supported by any transfer of funds. The Clerk to the Council undertook to 

continue to monitor developments closely.) 

 

(d) One Voice Wales Gwent Valleys Area Committee 14 January 2014 

 

It was recommended that  

1. the reports are noted. 

2. the report in relation to the World War One Centenary Co-ordination 

Group meeting of the 3 December 2014 is referred to the next meeting of 

the Events & Community Projects Committee and that all members are 

invited to attend. 

 

 

 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 

 


