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Minutes of a Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday  

19 February 2014 

 

Present  Councillor WJ Walker (in the Chair), Councillors:  SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks,    
LJ Chaney, D Daniels, J Davenne, M Day, S Evans, WM Howell,                   
M Johnston, R Jones, R Kemp, KK Manneh, TA Matthews, JC Powell,           
J Rees, N Salkeld, D Standing, PJ Williams and TJ Winter  

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Rowles (Administrative 

Officer) 

 

CL13/084 Mrs Maris James 

The Chairman paid tribute to Mrs Maris James, former Chairman of Cwmbran 

Community Council, who had recently passed away.  

Members stood in silence in memory of Mrs James.  

 

CL13/085 Apologies for Absence  

Councillor DJ Williams.  

Also Inspector Catherine Hawke and Station Commander Matt Guerin. 

 

CL13/086 Chair’s Announcements 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 

 John Fielding Memorial    18 January 2014 

 Holocaust Memorial Day Service  27 January 2014  

 

CL13/087 Vice Chair’s Announcements 

  None. 

 

CL13/088 Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest. 
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CL13/089 Cwmbran Policing Update. 

The Chairman welcomed Sergeant Ian Green of Gwent Police. 

Sergeant Green referred to information circulated to members in advance, 
which included ward-by-ward crime level statistics. Members welcomed the 
format in which the information was presented.   

Sergeant Green highlighted recent positive progress in relation to long-
standing drug investigations and issues arising from the sale of Legal Highs in 
Pontnewydd. Members welcomed the action taken in relation to Legal Highs. 

Sergeant Green also described the recent successful action in dealing with 
burglaries in Upper Cwmbran. He explained how Anti Social Behaviour was 
reducing on a weekly basis and described the support provided to the victims 
of Anti Social Behaviour. He also referred to initiatives involving Community 
Support Officers in relation to speeding “hot-spots”.     

Issues raised by members included the following: 

 The importance of providing feedback to members of the public who had 
brought matters to the attention of the police.  

 Crime statistics in Pontnewydd, including parking offences. 

 Improvements to the website of Gwent Police. 

 Progress in relation to a recent robbery at a Newsagents on Llantarnam 
Road. 

 Burglary trends in Upper Cwmbran. 

 The potential to report statistics about Anti Social Behaviour to future 
meetings. 

Resolved that  

Sergeant Green is thanked for his attendance at the meeting and willingness 
to answer questions. 

 

CL13/090 Notice of Motion 

Councillor TJ Winter presented the following motion: 
 
(i) The Council notes that the sale of products generally referred to as “legal 

highs” currently appears to be permissible under UK legislation and that 
retailers can be free from prosecution.  
 

(ii) Whilst the Council notes that it is permissible to sell such products under 
certain conditions, primarily that they are not sold not for human 
consumption and that breaching this condition is contrary to legislation, 
these products appear to be freely available to purchase. These 
hazardous substances appear to be as potentially addictive as any illegal 
drug and potentially just as dangerous. 
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(iii) The Council is concerned about the potential health risk caused by these 
products to people of all ages and the impact on the behaviour of people 
who come under the influence of such products. The Council has been 
made aware of anti-social behaviour arising from the use of these 
products in Cwmbran.  
 

(iv) The Council notes that the existing powers available to the Police and the 
Local Authority to prevent the sale and use of such products are limited. 
 

(v) The Council therefore agrees to contact local MPs, AMs and other 
decision makers encouraging them to support and pursue any measures 
to discourage and prevent the sale and use of such products within 

Cwmbran and the wider community. 
 

The Motion was proposed by Councillor TJ Winter and seconded by   
Councillor KK Manneh.  
 
Members discussed the Motion, referring to the difficulties of enforcement, 
controls over the manufacturers of Legal Highs, the contents of Legal Highs 
and statistical information.  
 
During the discussion it was moved by Councillor J Rees, seconded by 
Councillor D Standing and agreed unanimously that the words “Police & 
Crime Commissioner for Gwent” are added after the word “AMs” in     
paragraph (v) 
 
It was further moved by Councillor Manneh, seconded by Councillor Rees and 
agreed unanimously that an additional paragraph is added to the Motion as 
follows. 
 

(vi) The Council also asks the local MP to consider submitting an Early Day 
Motion in the House of Commons and the local AM to submit a Statement 
of Opinion at the National Assembly for Wales to highlight this problem. 

 
 

CL13/091  Council Meeting 8 January 2014 and 22 January 2014  

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 

In relation to minute (CL13/077 Events & Community Projects Committee 25 
November 2013), members noted the current position in relation to 
recruitment of Playscheme staff. 

In relation to minute CL13/079 (Policy & Finance Committee 9 December 
2013), members agreed to wait until the position regarding Torfaen Boundary 
Changes was resolved before asking the Lead Officer for Elections at Torfaen 
County Borough Council to discuss the implication of the changes on 
Cwmbran with members. 

Resolved that the minutes of the above meetings be confirmed.  
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CL13/092 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 22 January 2014  

  Councillor Winter introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 

 In relation to Minute EAP13/044 (Llantarnam School – Potential Loss of 
Playing Fields) members noted observations received from Welsh 
Government’s Ethics, Regulations & Partnership Division. Members also 
noted that the consultation period in relation to the proposed school closures 
had commenced and noted details of forthcoming consultation opportunities. 
These included a seminar to be held on 24 March 2014, at which 
representatives of Torfaen County Borough Council would seek the views of 
members of this council on the proposals. Members were encouraged to 
submit any questions in advance.  

 In relation to minute EAP13/045 (b) (Planning, Highways & Licensing 
Matters), members discussed the current position in relation to an application 
for a supermarket in Pontnewydd, for which consent had been granted. 

 In relation to minute EAP13/049 (Date of Next Meeting), members noted that 
the next meeting of the committee would take place on Monday 3 March 2014 
at 6.00 pm.  

Resolved that  

1. subject to the correct spelling of Councillor Chaney’s name in the list of 
members present and the replacement of the words “medieval canal” with 
“historical landscape” in minute EAP13/044, the minutes of the above 
meeting be confirmed.  

2. no objection is raised in relation to planning lists 1029, 1030 and 1031. 

(Councillor Kemp declared an interest in item 5632 on list 1029. Councillor 
Brooks declared an interest in item 5635 on list 1030.) 

 

CL13/093 Policy & Finance Committee 27 January 2014  

 Council M Howell, Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee, introduced 
the minutes of the above meetings. 

 In relation to Minute PF13/054 (Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments), 
members noted that an informal briefing would take place for ward members 
in relation to Remembrance Sunday 2014 on Monday 3 March 2014 at 5.15 
pm. Members also noted that a meeting had been arranged for Thursday 20 
March 2014 for representatives of Torfaen County Borough Council. 
Cwmbran Community Council had not been invited to attend.  

Members discussed potential ways forward for arranging Remembrance Day, 
such as through the establishment of a Trust. Members also discussed 
arrangements for the service held in Pontnewydd and, looking further ahead, 
the importance of gathering information and recollections about World War 2 
from people who remembered that conflict.  

In relation to minute PF13/057 (Council Newsletter), members discussed the 
format of the draft newsletter. Members agreed to continue the practice of 
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including a Welsh language element within the newsletter and discussed 
options to keep production & distribution costs down. The Clerk to the Council 
undertook to provide all members with a draft copy of the newsletter.    

In relation to minute PF13/060 (St David’s RC Primary School) members 
noted that the vacancy on the Governing Body had now been filled. 

Resolved that 

1. the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed. 

2. the Clerk to the Council be instructed to number pages consecutively for 
future council agendas. 

 

CL13/094 Letters of thanks and appreciation 

Letters of thanks were received from Cwmbran Police Academy Club (Grant), 
Cwmbran Male Choir (Christmas entertainment fees) and a local resident 
(Task Force). 

 

Resolved that the letters of thanks be noted. 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed  ……………………………………. 

Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council 

 

 


