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Minutes of a Meeting of the Events & Community Projects Committee of Cwmbran 

Community Council held on Monday 24 February 2014  

 

Present  Councillors M Johnston (in Chair), SJ Brooks, M Day, S Evans, R Jones 

  and WJ Walker.  

Also Councillor TA Matthews, David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and  

Clare Rowles (Administrative Officer)  

 

ENT13/038  Apologies for Absence 

Councillors LJ Chaney and KK Manneh.  

 

ENT13/039 Members’ Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 

they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 

interest.  

 

ENT13/040 Primary Schools Choral Festival 

Members noted progress in relation to 2014 Festival, which would take place 

on 4, 5 and 6 March 2014 at the Congress Theatre. Chairs of other 

Community Councils and other VIPs had been invited to attend on 

Wednesday 5 March 2014. 

  It was recommended that the arrangements be noted. 
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ENT13/041 Cwmbran Big Event 14 June 2014 

Torfaen County Borough Council had asked the Council if it would once again 

be interested in supporting this community event by making a financial 

contribution. The Council would be kept informed of the progress of the 

organisation of the event, and its logo would feature on all promotional 

material.  The Council would also be offered a stand to have a presence at 

the event to promote the work of the Council.  

Members noted that the Council’s estimates, approved on 22 January 2014, 

included an allocation of £2,000 for this purpose. This did not include costs 

incurred by the Council in participating in the event. 

It was recommended that the Council contribute £2,000 to Torfaen County 

Borough Council towards the cost of the 2014 Big Event. 

 

ENT13/042 Summer Playschemes 2014 

Members considered progress in relation to the above.  

Members welcomed the solution reached in relation to previous problems 

which had arisen due to lack of sufficient storage space for equipment, by 

freeing up spare capacity in the Community Centre and in the Council House 

(First Floor).  

Members noted the recruitment of staff was underway, with interviews likely 

to commence during the week commencing 22 April 2014. Members 

welcomed the fact that the recruitment of volunteers would be led by officers 

of this council this year in view of difficulties encountered in 2013.   

Members considered the position in relation to venues. To date, nine schools 

had expressed an interest in hosting a Playscheme this year. Members 

discussed a number of options for selecting which schools would be invited to 

participate. The Council’s business planning anticipated the Playschemes 

being delivered across seven sites. 

The Administrative Officer reported that, with effect from 1 April 2014, a 

charge of £44 per employee would be made to cover the cost of DBS checks 
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(“Police Checks”) for paid employees. The charge would have to be paid by 

the employer or the employee. However, further clarification was being 

sought as to whether these costs applied to the Council’s Playschemes as 

advice received only referred to Voluntary Sector or Private Sector 

organisations, and did not mention the Public Sector.  

It was recommended that 

1. The above information is noted. 

2. Councillor M Johnston (Chairman), S Brooks and WM Howell be 

appointed to assist with the shortlisting and interviewing of staff. 

3. In consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of this committee, 

the Clerk to the Council and Administrative Officer be authorised to agree 

the list of seven sites which would be invited to host this year’s Summer 

Playschemes, having regard to the points discussed at the meeting. 

4. Subject to confirmation that the charges for DBS Checks applied to this 

Council, the Council agrees to meet these costs rather than ask 

employees to meet them. 

 

ENT 13/043 World War One Centenary Co-Ordination Group  

Members considered reports of meetings of the above group, held on 3 

December 2013 and 11 February 2014. The reports described arrangements 

to help commemorate the centenary of World War One across Torfaen. 

Members welcomed measures which had already been put in place by this 

Council. These included the purchase of poppy seeds for the planters outside 

the Council House; the submission of a planning application for the erection 

of flagpoles at the Council House (which would enhance the Council’s ability 

to host parades and other civic services); and approaches to individuals, 

schools and other organisations requesting details of any local events taking 

place to commemorate the centenary. 

Other opportunities identified by members included involving children from 

one of the Council’s Playschemes in a church service at St Michael’s Church, 
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Cwmbran (4 August 2014) through their attendance and an activity such as 

painting/making poppies; linking the 2014 Senior Schools Choral Festival to a 

World War One theme; arranging the official “launch” of the flagpoles to 

coincide with Armed Forces Week in June 2014 and the erection of a 

memorial plaque alongside the flagpoles. The Clerk confirmed that he would 

continue to liaise with Torfaen County Borough Council to keep up to date 

with proposed activities, including in particular, any events planned by 

schools. 

Members noted that the next meeting of the Group would take place on 

Tuesday 8 April 2014 at 2pm. 

It was recommended that  

 

1. The Clerk to the Council and Administrative Officer take forward the 

suggestions from members, as described above.  

 

2. This item is included as a standing item on agendas for this committee for 

the foreseeable future, to allow members to keep track of progress.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 

 


