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Minutes of a Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 

26 March 2014 

 

Present  Councillor WJ Walker (in the Chair), Councillors:  SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks,    
LJ Chaney, D Daniels, M Day, S Evans, WM Howell, M Johnston, R Jones,   
R Kemp, TA Matthews, J Rees, N Salkeld, D Standing, DJ Williams and       
TJ Winter  

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Rowles (Administrative 

Officer) 

 

CL13/095 Apologies for Absence  

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors J Davenne,               
KK Manneh and J Powell.  

 

CL13/096 Chair’s Announcements 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 

 An Evening to Celebrate Cwmbran & Its Communities 1 March 2014   

The Chairman paid tribute to everyone who had contributed to the 
success of the evening and announced that in excess of £500 had been 
raised at the event for his chosen charity, Cwmbran Centre for Young 
People. 

 Primary Schools Choral Festival  6 March 2014  

 Commonwealth Day Service 10 March 2014  

 Pontypool Schools Eisteddfod 25 March 2014                                         

The Chairman paid tribute to the success of this event and suggested 
that further thought could be given to holding such an event in Cwmbran. 

During the discussion, the Leader of the Majority Group drew attention to the 
improvements which had been carried out to the heating in the Council 
Chamber.  Members welcomed the improvements which had been 
undertaken.  

 

CL13/097 Vice Chair’s Announcements 

The Vice Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following 
events: 

 An Evening to Celebrate Cwmbran & Its Communities 1 March 2014 

 Salvation Army  Songster Reception    15 March 2014  

 



Cwmbran Community Council 

26 March 2014 

 

50 

CL13/098 Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest. 

 

CL13/099 Cwmbran Policing Update. 

The Chairman welcomed inspector Catherine Hawke of Gwent Police. 

Inspector Hawke referred to information circulated to members in advance, 
which included ward-by-ward crime level statistics. She highlighted current 
initiatives to tackle burglaries and drew attention to the continued success of 
the PACT meetings. Legal Highs remained a matter to which she would 
continue to pay close attention. 

Green highlighted recent positive progress in relation to long-standing drug 
investigations and issues arising from the sale of Legal Highs in Pontnewydd. 
Members welcomed the action taken in relation to Legal Highs. 

Issues raised by members included the following: 

 Appreciation of the support received from the police in St Dials. 

 The potential to address parking problems in Church Road and the 
causes of such problems. 

 Clarification of statistics presented by Inspector Hawke. 

 The potential to present information to members showing crime levels in 
Southville in view of the incidents of vehicle crime. 

 The potential for vandalism at a vacant shop unit in Hollybush. 

 Growing problems arising from the use of drugs in Greenmeadow, 

 Local concerns about the future of a vacated shop in Pontnewydd, 
following previous problems arising from Legal Highs. 

The Chairman reminded all members to submit any questions to the Clerk in 
advance if they wanted to ask inspector Hawke or Station Commander Guerin 
(see below) about anything at meetings of the Council.  

Resolved that Inspector Hawke be thanked for her attendance and her 
willingness to answer questions. 

 

CL13/100 Cwmbran Fire & Rescue 

  The Chairman welcomed Station Commander Matt Guerin. 

Station Commander Guerin referred to information which had been circulated 
to members in advance in relation to incidents in Cwmbran.  

He reported that the outcome of the Fire Cover Review had concluded, in 
principle, that the second appliance at Cwmbran should be removed from 
Cwmbran, subject to scrutiny of this decision by Torfaen County Borough 
Council later in the year. He also referred to other current initiatives to tackle 
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fires arising from electrical appliances, work undertaken with schools (Keep 
Me Safe Quiz) and assistance provided by crews from Cwmbran deployed to 
Berkshire to assist with floods and Somerset Flats with the High Volume 
Pump Unit. 

Issues raised by members included 

 recent publicity via social media to raise awareness of the dangers 
caused by woodland fires. 

 any potential fire risk arising from the removal of damaged larch at   
Blaen Bran woodland. 

 any potential risk of anti-social behaviour involving attacks on fire crews. 

 the availability of vibrating fire sensors for use by the deaf. 

Resolved that Station Commander Guerin be thanked for his attendance and 
willingness to answer questions. 

 

CL13/101 Council Meeting 19 February 2014  

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 

In relation to Minute CL13/090(vi) (Notice of Motion), members noted actions 
taken by Paul Murphy MP as a result of concerns expressed by the Council 
about Legal Highs.  Members noted that the matter has also been referred to 
Lyn Neagle AM, but a response had not yet been received. 

Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed.  

 

(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above meeting in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12,         
paragraph 12.) 

 

CL13/102 Events & Community Projects Committee 24 February 2014  

Councillor Johnston introduced the minutes of the above meeting.  In relation 
to Minute ENT13/042 (Summer Playschemes 2014), members discussed 
provisional arrangements for the shortlisted of applicants for posts. 

Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed 

 

CL13/103 Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee 24 February 2014  

  Councillor Ashley introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 

In relation to Minute GL13/012 (2), (New Applications Received) attention was 
drawn to the committee’s recommendation to meet on a quarterly basis. 

In relation to Minute GL13/011 (Committee Finances), members discussed 
the potential for allocating any remaining allocation from the committee’s  
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2013/14 budget to Cwmbran Centre for Young People (CCYP) to assist with 
providing automated door systems (approximate cost £2178) 

Resolved that  

(1)  subject to the correction of the heading of Minute GL13/011 to read 
“Committee Finances 2013/14” the minutes of the above meeting be 
confirmed. 

(2)  the Clerk to the Council arranges payment to CCYP for the works 
described above from the committee’s 2013/14 budget. 

 

CL13/104 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 3 March 2014  

 Councillor Winter introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 

 In relation to Minute EAP13/054 (Neighbourhood Services Matters) the Clerk 
to the Council confirmed that he would approach Torfaen County Borough 
Council in relation to the locked toilets at the Boating Lake.  

Resolved that  

(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

(2) no objection is offered to Planning Lists 1035 and 1036 

 

CL13/105 Policy & Finance Committee 10 March 2014  

 Councillor M Howell, Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee, 
introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 

 In relation to Minute PF13/065 (Receipts & Payments), members noted that 
the £100 Allowance would be payable to all members. 

 In relation to Minute PF13/067 (Remembrance Sunday), members noted that 
Councillor TA Matthews would be leading on the Council’s preparations for 
Remembrance Sunday. 

 Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting be confirmed. 

 

CL13/106 School & College Transport Review 

(Councillors Ashley, Brooks and Kemp took no part in this discussion, in view 
of their position as elected members of Torfaen County Borough Council.)  

Members considered details of a review of School & College Transport being 
undertaken by Torfaen County Borough Council. The review included 
proposals that, with effect from September 2015, transport would only be 
provided to primary age learners living more than two miles from school and 
to secondary age and post 16 learners living more than three miles from 
school.  

Members expressed their concern at the proposals on road safety grounds, 
with more young children facing longer walks to school along roads which  
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could sometimes be unsafe. Members were especially concerned about 
conditions at night. Members also considered that three miles was a long 
distance to walk to school. 

Resolved that the Clerk to the Council convey the Council’s views, as set out 
above, to Torfaen County Borough Council. 

   

CL13/107 Letters of thanks and appreciation 

Letters of thanks were received from Croesyceiliog and Maendy Primary 
Schools, 

Members noted further letters of thanks in relation to the Dinner on 1 March 
from Rev Harald Thomas and CCYP (re: raffle), the free use of the         
Council Chamber granted to the Salvation Army Songsters on 15 March and 
from a local resident for work undertaken by the Task Force. 

Members were also particularly pleased to note the praise received from    
One Voice Wales for the quality of the Council’s recent Newsletter. 

Resolved that the letters of thanks be noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed  ……………………………………. 

Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council 

 

 


