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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 22 October 2014  

 
 
Present  Councillor R Jones (in Chair), S Brooks, S Evans, M Howell, M Johnston,       

TA Matthews, WJ Walker, DJ Williams and TJ Winter 

Also Councillor TA Matthews and Councillor J Cunningham (Torfaen County 
Borough Council Executive Member Neighbourhoods) 

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Rowles (Administration 
Officer)  
 
 

ESP14/024 Bereavement 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, Members stood in silence, in 
memory of the brother of Councillor John Cunningham (Torfaen County 
Borough Council) 

 
 
ESP14/025 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors J Davenne (work 
commitments) and N Salkeld (illness). 

 
 

ESP14/026 Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest. 
 
 

ESP14/027 Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 

(a) Planning & Highways Matters 

Members considered outstanding planning lists 1064 and 1065.   

It was recommended that no objections are made in respect of lists 1064 

and 1065.  

(b) Schedule of Torfaen County Borough Council Planning Decisions 

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County 
Borough Council. In response to a request from Councillor Winter about 
application 14/P/00399, the Clerk agreed to make further enquiries about 
the proposed development. 

It was recommended that the decisions be noted. 
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(c) Proposed Tree Preservation Order No 124A, Trees at Poppy Field 

Avenue and r/o Poplar Place and Grayson Way, Llantarnam  

It was recommended that the proposed order is noted. 

(d) Confirmation of Tree Preservation Order No 113A. Trees at Walnut 
Grove, Newport Road, Llantarnam  

It was recommended that the position is noted. 
 

(e) Proposed Diversion of Public Footpath at the Former Cold Stores 
Site, Llantarnam Road, Llantarnam 

It was recommended that the proposed order is noted. 
 
 

ESP14/028 Neighbourhood Services Matters  
 

Members welcomed Councillor John Cunningham (Torfaen County Borough 
Council’s Executive Member Neighbourhoods) to the meeting, who reported 
on current issues and answered members’ questions, as set out below. 

 Public Consultation on Black Bin Collections  

Torfaen County Borough Council had voted to introduce smaller black 
wheelie bins for the collection of general (residual) waste and maintain a 
fortnightly collection schedule. The scheme was expected to start in 2015. 

The public would be required to surrender the old bins but Councillor 
Cunningham confirmed that the public could retain their old, larger bins to 
use as water butts once the “skinny bins” had been introduced. Residents 
could be supplied with two square boxes to store recyclable materials if 
they wished. He also encouraged the public to use biodegradable bags to 
help with composting (brown bins). Members suggested that a diagram 
could be included within Torfaen Talks to encourage the public to use 
newspaper to line the bins. 

 Winter Maintenance 

Gritting would commence on 27 October 2014. Members also noted that 
other arrangements were in hand in relation to winter maintenance. 

 Highway Resurfacing 

This was currently behind schedule but discussions were taking place with 
the contractor engaged by Torfaen County Borough Council to ensure that 
progress was maintained. 

Councillor Cunningham was pleased to note the positive response of 
members to works in Avondale Road and hedge cutting on Cwmbran 
Drive. He also explained the funding arrangements in place to deliver a 
highway & street lighting maintenance programme. 

 Wildflowers 

Public feedback for this project had been positive and it was likely that it 
would be repeated in 2015. 
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Councillor Cunningham recognised the progress made by neighbouring 
Councils, such as Newport, who had been operating a similar scheme for 
several years. He was also pleased that members welcomed the positive 
impact of the planting on the local bee population and agreed to consider 
the scope for further planting in other areas, such as Llantarnam. 

He also confirmed that the Council would consider planting wildflowers or 
low maintenance shrubs on steep banks, which were difficult to mow. He 
also discussed the health & safety implications of mowing the banks. 

 What Matters to You Roadshows 

An event would take place on 23 October 2014 at Cwmbran Stadium at 
which the public could participate in discussions about how Torfaen County 
Borough Council could meet its challenges in terms of budget savings and 
demand for services.  

   
It was recommended that Councillor Cunningham be thanked for his report.  

 
 

ESP14/029 Junior Schools in Bloom 

Members noted that local junior schools had been contacted to ascertain the 
level of interest in a rebranded competition which could include the pupils 
growing their own produce to plan and produce a meal. There had been 
limited enthusiasm for such an approach however and members discussed 
other potential formats for the competition. In particular, Members noted that 
several schools now had facilities for growing their own produce and 
suggested that this could help generate interest in a new competition. Several 
members offered to help with judging such a competition. 

It was recommended that the Clerk to the Council contact local schools to 
gauge the level of interest in a Produce Growing competition to replace the 
Junior Schools in Bloom competition for 2015. 

 
 
ESP14/030 Torfaen Environmental Partnership 

To be deferred to the next meeting noting Councillor Ashley’s absence. 
 
 

ESP14/031 Licensing Matters  

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County 
Borough Council.  

It was recommended that the decisions be noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


