
Local Council’s Partnership Committee 23 June 2015 

 

 

Minutes of previous meeting confirmed as a true record. 

 

 

Matters Arising and Action Updates 

 

Community Halls – There has been no meeting with Cwmbran Community Council.  

Pontypool Community Council have no interest in taking responsibility for community 

halls.  It was reported that some organisations had gone ahead with agreed leaseholds.  

 

Football Pitches – The matter has been resolved at a shared meeting.  

 

 

Departmental Updates 

 

Secondary Schools – Closure of Llantarnam with pupil transfers to Fairwater and 

Croesyceiliog secondary schools with effect from September 2015.  Welsh medium 

secondary school provision is likely to be concentrated in Newport.   

 

Primary Schools – The provision of new primary schools as previously reported 

continues with construction already underway. 

 

Sixth Form College – Torfaen County Borough Council Cabinet have approved a joint 

proposal with College Gwent to site a post 16 education and training centre adjacent to 

Morrisons supermarket in Cwmbran town centre. 

 

Social Care and Housing – The survey has been completed and proposals will be 

presented to Torfaen County Borough Council in the autumn for their acceptance.  It is 

interesting to note that care at home is more expensive than residential care. 

 

Planning – The developments previously reported are progressing, with development 

at the former Police College site already underway.  Despite a change of mind by the 

Police Commissioners to retain the existing Police HQ, the remainder of the site is 

currently under consultation with a preferred bidder. 

 

Neighbourhood Services – The problems with the football pitch adjacent to Raglan 

Court has been mutually resolved. 

 

New Cemetery Issues – These have been previously explained to the full council by 

Councillor John Cunningham as has the replacement of black bins, numerous 

consultation offers are available to the public.  

 

 

 



Matters Arising from TCALC Meeting  

 

Change in administration of the Welsh Church Fund – A presentation by Emma 

Cambrey-Stacey regarding the current administration of the Welsh Church Fund did not 

meet with full approval of the members.  It seems that individual cases of hardship 

discovered by Community First officers are referred to the adjudication body and small 

grants are then issued to particular individuals.   

 

It was felt that the criteria envisaged by the Church Fund trustees to make grants to 

specific local organisations while provision of support was considered in areas of 

poverty or deprivation was not intended to apply to individual persons as appears to be 

currently the practice in Torfaen.   

 

Safe Passages for Pedestrians – This matter raised by Councillor Howells regarding 

the possible consideration of assisted crossing for OAP’s at difficult places in the 

Borough was referred to Dana Eynor for response. (I understand that Councillor 

Howells has already received a response) 

 

County Borough and Community Council Links – The meeting was advised that the 

role currently filled by Nicki Marsh would no longer be filled and liaison duties would be 

shared by a number of officers including part time staff.  It was felt that this did not meet 

the need of service to the groups under the existing charter as no direct contact would 

remain.  A response is awaited.  

 

 

The Chairman on closing the meeting thanked Nicki for her valuable work in servicing 

the organisation and this merited a supporting response from all present. 

 

The Chairman also proposed that all councils give some thought to considering projects 

which may be undertaken jointly with all council’s involvement.  

 

 


