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Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday                      
24 June 2015  
 

Present  Councillor M Johnston (Chairman), Councillors SWJ Ashley, S Brooks,            
LJ Chaney, M Day,  S Evans, WM Howell, R Kemp,  KK Manneh,                 
TA Matthews, J Rees, D Standing, WJ Walker and PJ Williams 

 
Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) 

 
CL15/014  Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors J Davenne (personal), 
R Jones (civic duties), DJ Williams (civic duties) and TJ Winter (personal) 
 
 

CL15/015 Chairman’s Announcements 
 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 
 

 CCYP Presentation Evening    29 May 2015 

 Pontypool Community Council     5 June 2015 
 (Presentation Evening) 

 Torfaen Scouts AGM    10 June 2015 

 Nepal Fundraising Night     11 June 2015 
 (Llantarnam School)  

 Cwmbran Big Event    13 June 2015 

 Linden Singers Annual Charity Concert  13 June 2015 

 TOGS Disabled Childrens’ Centre AGM  17 June 2015  

 Cwmbran & Pontnewydd Water-Ways Festival 20 June 2015 

 Armed Forces Day Flag Raising    22 June 2015 
 (Torfaen County Borough Council) 

 Armed Forces Day Flag Raising   24 June 2015 
 (Cwmbran Community Council)  

 
The Chairman reminded members that requests for him to attend events on 
behalf of the Council should be submitted via the Council’s office-based staff. 
 
The Clerk to the Council reminded members that the Council would be 
present at the Sustainability Awareness Day at Cwmbran Shopping on          
26 June 2015 (Minute ENT14/042 refers) and encouraged members to attend.  

 
 
CL15/016 Vice Chairman’s Announcements 

The Vice Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following 
events: 
 

 CCYP Presentation Evening    29 May 2015 

 Armed Forces Day Flag Raising   24 June 2015 
 (Cwmbran Community Council)  
 
The Leader of the Majority Group referred to the support provided at the 
Council’s ceremony to commemorate Armed Forces Day (24 June 2015) by 
the children of Our Lady of the Angels school and Isabelle Winter of Ysgol 
Gyfun Gwynllyw. He suggested that there may be other opportunities to work 
with the schools in future.  
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It was resolved that the Chairman of the Council write to the two schools to 
express the Council’s appreciation for the support of the schools at this event. 
 
 

CL15/017 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.  

 
 
CL15/018 Public Question Time 
 

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 
 

CL15/019 Cwmbran Policing Update 
 

The Chairman welcomed Inspector David Morgan of Cwmbran Police to the 
meeting. 
 
Inspector Morgan presented statistics in relation to crime and antisocial 
behaviour across Cwmbran, highlighting key themes for members.  He drew 
particular attention to factors which had led to a recent increase in crime, with 
particular reference to burglaries. He highlighted measures which the police 
were taking to combat the increased number of burglaries and the steps 
which had been taken to raise public awareness of ways in which the risk of 
burglary could be reduced. Inspector Morgan also reported details of anti 
social behaviour, criminal damage, shoplifting and vehicle crime. All of these 
were currently at lower than average levels.  
 
Issues raised by members included: 
 

 Intelligence in relation to activities around the shops in Greenmeadow Way. 
(Inspector Morgan agreed to look into the matter but also emphasised that his 
current priority was dealing with burglaries.)  
 

 Speeding at Coed Eva. (Inspector Morgan described measures to raise public 
awareness and liaison arrangements with Torfaen County Borough Council.) 
 

 Information sharing with schools in relation to “Legal Highs.” (Inspector 
Morgan described the role of the Schools Liaison Officer.) 
 

 Recent theft from Burtons Biscuits. (Inspector Morgan explained that this had 
been the work of an organised crime group but that arrests had been made.) 
 
Resolved that Inspector Morgan is thanked for his report. 
 
 

CL15/020 Cwmbran Fire & Rescue 
 

The Chairman welcomed Station Commander Matt Guerin of South Wales 
Fire & Rescue Service.   
 
Station Commander Guerin presented statistics of incidents attended locally 
and answered members’ questions. He described current initiatives such as 
the Be Independent Community Partnership and Electrical Awareness 
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Initiatives launched in June in partnership with major retailers. His officers had 
also attended the Cwmbran Big Event and distributed safety leaflets. He also 
described liaison arrangements with the police regarding deliberate fire setting 
and incidents of accidental dwelling fires. 
  
Issues raised by members included: 
 

 Underlying causes of people stuck in lifts. (Station Commander Guerin 
outlined some of the causes.) 
 

 Impact on service delivery of staff called away to deal with natural 
disasters. (Station Commander Guerin described how these 
arrangements worked.) 

 
Station Commander Guerin explained that he would shortly be leaving 
Cwmbran and that his colleague Jeff Scrivens would be attending future 
meetings. He thanked members for their support in his role. 

 
Resolved that  
 
1. Station Commander Guerin is thanked for his attendance and willingness 

to answer questions. 
 

2. The Council records its appreciation for his service to the community and 
in particular the support which he has given to the Council. 

 
 

CL15/021 Council Meetings 13 May 2015 & 20 May 2015 
 

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute CL14/118 (Environment, Sustainability & Planning 
Committee 15 April 2015) Councillor Standing asked about the progress of 
adopting an area of woodland at Blaen Bran Community Woodland (Minute 
ESP14/056 refers). The Clerk confirmed that this would be considered at the 
next meeting of that committee (1 July 2015) 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.  
 
(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above meetings in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12,         
paragraph 12.) 

 
 
CL15/022 Events & Community Projects Committee 1 June 2015  
   

Councillor Walker introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to minute ENT15/003 (Summer Playschemes 2015), Councillor 
Walker described the solution which had subsequently been agreed by the 
Policy & Finance Committee. (Minute Pf15/003 refers.) 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
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CL15/023 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 10 June 2015  
  
 Councillor Evans introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
  
 In relation to Minute ESP15/004 9 (c)   (Apple Trees planted on Play Area at 

Court Farm Road), Councillor Walker elaborated on the meeting he had 
attended with Steve Horseman, Streetscene manager, Neighbourhood 
Services, Torfaen County Borough Council and the solution which had been 
agreed, as recorded in the minutes of the committee meeting. 

 
 In relation to Minute ESP14/005 (Neighbourhood Services Matters), 

Councillor Matthews drew attention to information provided by Torfaen County 
Borough Council about road safety in Pontnewydd. Councillor Howell 
explained that local residents remained concerned about road safety issues 
and that a petition would be submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council 
expressing their concerns. 

 
 Resolved that  
 

(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 

(2) no objection is offered to Planning Lists 1095 and 1096. 

 
 

CL15/024 Policy & Finance Committee 15 June 2015 
 
 Councillor Howell introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 

In relation to Minute PF14/072 (One Voice Wales Conference), members 
noted that nominations needed to be made to the Clerk by September in 
readiness for the Conference being held on Saturday 3rd October 2015.  
 
In relation to Minute PF14/075 (Review of Welsh Language Scheme), 
members confirmed that Councillors S Brooks, L Chaney, J Powell, J Rees, D 
Standing, J Williams and P Williams are nominated to undertake the review of 
the Welsh Language Scheme. 
 
In relation to Minute PF14/077 (Armed Forces Day) members noted that this 
event was taking place on Wednesday 24th June at 10 am at The Council 
House, with the same format as last year. 

 
 Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

 
 

CL15/025 Council’s Annual Statement of Accounts and Annual Return 

Members considered the financial accounts for the year ended 31 March 
2015 and the Annual Return.  
 
In considering the accounts, members discussed the potential for buying out 
the lease at the premises occupied by CCYP. The Leader of the Majority 
agreed to make further enquiries about the current arrangements relating to 
the lease. 
 
Resolved that the Annual Statement of Accounts be approved and that the 
Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, together with the Chairman on behalf 
of the Council, sign the appropriate sections of the Annual Return for 
submission to the Council’s external auditor. 
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CL15/026 Letters of Thanks and Appreciation 
 

Thanks were received from the following: 
 

(a) Fairwater High School (Gift in association with “Services to the 
Environment” Cup.) 

(b) Roy & Rita Davies (Task Force) 
(c) Mrs Stevens (telephone call) (Task Force) 
(d) Clerk to the Council (Personal) 
(e) Torfaen Museum Trust (Grant) 
 
The Clerk also referred to other letters of thanks received from the Congress 
Theatre (Core Funding) and Llantarnam School (Attendance at Concert). The 
Council’s support for the Cwmbran & Pontnewydd Water-Ways Festival had 
also been referred to in the programme for that event.  
 
Resolved that the expressions of thanks are noted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………… 
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 

 


