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Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday                      
29 July 2015  
 

Present  Councillor M Johnston (Chairman), Councillors SWJ Ashley, S Brooks,            
LJ Chaney, J Davenne, M Day, S Evans, R Jones, R Kemp,  TA Matthews, 
DJ Williams, PJ Williams and TJ Winter 

 
Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Rowles (Administrative 
Officer) 

 
CL15/027  Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors D Daniels (personal), 
WM Howell (personal), KK Manneh (holiday) Jeff Rees (personal),                 
D Standing (personal) and WJ Walker (illness). 
 

CL15/028 Chairman’s Announcements 
 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 
 

 Llantarnam School Concert   1 July 2015 

 All Creatures Great & Small Open Day  4 July 2015  

 Poet of Pontypool Presentation Evening  10 July 2015 

 Mayoral Civic Service    12 July 2015 
 
CL15/029 Vice Chairman’s Announcements 

 
None.  
 

CL15/030 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest. 
Councillor S Evans declared a personal interest in Minute CL15/033 below.   
Councillor M Day declared a personal interest in Minute CL15/037 below.  

 
CL15/031 Public Question Time 
 

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 

CL15/032 Cwmbran Policing Update 
 

The Chairman welcomed Community Officer Matthew Cameron & PC Sian 
Wigley of Cwmbran Police to the meeting. The officers presented statistics in 
relation to crime and antisocial behaviour across Cwmbran, highlighting 
issues on a ward by ward basis and describing key themes for members.  
They explained factors which had led to any recent increases in the statistics, 
such as changes to the way in which crimes were now recorded. Key 
priorities for the police over the coming months included school premises, 
“boy racers” and a new electronic detection system introduced at allotments 
in Pontnewydd,  
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Issues raised by members included: 
 

 appreciation for the support of the police in bringing about the improvement 
works at the junction of Oakfield Road and Llantarnam Road.  

 scope to erect police signs at allotments drawing attention to the need to keep 
valuables safe. 

 youths congregating at Pontnewydd. 

 scope for the police to raise awareness of the need to ensure that bicycles 
were locked when not in use. 

 appreciation of the work of the police in reducing crime at Greenmeadow and 
measures to reduce crime at the farm.  

 travellers at the fire station (raised by Station Commander Scrivens  – see 
below) and Llantarnam. 

 use of cannabis in the vicinity of Llanyrafon School. 
 
Resolved that Community Officer Matthew Cameron & PC Sian Wigley are 
thanked for their report. 
 

CL15/033 Cwmbran Fire & Rescue 
 

The Chairman welcomed Station Commander Jeff Scrivens of South Wales 
Fire & Rescue Service.   
 
Station Commander Scrivens presented quarterly statistics of incidents 
attended locally and answered members’ questions. He described current 
initiatives such as joint working to encourage Independent living, electrical 
safety awareness measures and measures to raise awareness of fire safety. 
He also discussed the progress of the redevelopment of Llantarnam School 
and confirmed that the Fire & Rescue Service would monitor the vacant site. 
(Councillor S Evans declared a personal interest in this item as a Governor of 
the School). Vacant Pub premises would be monitored.  
 
Issues raised by members included: 
 

 underlying causes of people stuck in lifts. (Station Commander Scrivens 
commented on some of the causes and actions which the Fire & Rescue 
Service were able to take to rescue people stuck in lifts and raise 
awareness of safe use of lifts. He confirmed that there was currently no 
charge levied for this support) 
 

 appreciation for the support of the Fire & Rescue Service in relation to the 
recent Waterways Festival at Pontnewydd. 

 
Members also considered the most effective arrangements for keeping up to 
date with the work of the Fire & Rescue Service and the most suitable dates 
for Station Commander Scrivens to attend future meetings to present his 
quarterly statistics. 
. 
Resolved that: 
 
1. Station Commander Scrivens is thanked for his attendance and 

willingness to answer questions. 
 

2. The Clerk is instructed to liaise with Station Commander Scrivens in 
relation to the most suitable dates for him to arrange future meetings. 
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CL15/034 Council Meeting 24 June 2015 
 

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.  
 
(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above meeting in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12,         
paragraph 12.) 

 
 
CL15/035 Events & Community Projects Committee 29 June 2015  
   

Councillor Day introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to minute ENT15/008 (Summer Playschemes 2015), members 
noted that the Members’ Visits to Playschemes would take place on              
12 August 2015.  
 
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

 
 
CL15/036 Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee 29 June 2015 
 
  The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 

In relation to Minute GL15/004 (New Applications Received), the Clerk 
confirmed that he would implement the committee’s recommendations once 
they had been agreed by Full Council. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1. Subject to the addition of Councillor S Evans to the list of members 

present the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 

2. In relation to Minute GL15/007 (Presentation Evening), cheques are 
issued to recipients immediately but recipients are invited to attend the 
Presentation Evening to speak about how each grant had been spent.   

 
 
CL15/037 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 1 July 2015  
  
 Councillor Day declared a personal interest in application 15/P/00410 on        

list 1099. 
 

Councillor Jones introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
  
 Resolved that: 
 

1. the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 

2. no objection is offered to Planning List 1099. 
 

3. no objection is offered to Planning List 1100 apart from items 5909 and 
5910, consideration of which was deferred. 
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CL15/038 Policy & Finance Committee 6 July 2015 
 
 Councillor Matthews introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 

In relation to Minute PF14/014 (a) (Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies: 
TCALC), the Clerk confirmed that he would implement the committee’s 
recommendations once they had been agreed by Full Council. 
 
In relation to Minute PF14/014 (b) (Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies: 
CCYP), Councillor Winter referred to the presentation made by the Clerk, and 
Leigh Rowland (Randomz) about the Council’s relationship with CCYP at a 
subsequent One Voice Wales Larger Councils Conference. Considerable 
interest had been shown in the Presentation at the Conference.  

 
 Resolved that: 
 

1. Subject to the deletion of the words “(Councillor DJ Williams elaborated 
briefly on the report)” in relation to Minute PF15/014 (c) (“Seminars & 
Meetings of Outside Bodies: LCP”), the minutes of the above meeting are 
confirmed. (Councillor Williams confirmed that he sat on the LSB Tactical 
group not the LCP.) 

 
2. Councillor S Evans is nominated to fill the vacancy on the Governing 

Body of Woodlands Community Primary School as a representative of the 
Council. (Minute PF15/013 refers.) 

 
CL15/039 Vacancy 

 
Members noted that a letter of resignation had been received from Councillor 
Salkeld submitting her resignation as a member of the Council (Fairwater 
Ward). The letter was dated 2 July 2015. Councillor Salkeld had also failed to 
attend any meetings for 6 months and thus could no longer continue as a 
member of the Council in any event. 
 
The Council was required to declare this vacancy. After the vacancy had 
been declared it would be publically notified. This would be undertaken by the 
Returning Officer of Torfaen County Borough Council on the Council’s behalf. 
This was the commencement of the process to fill the vacancy. 
 
Resolved that a vacancy is declared for the Fairwater Ward of Cwmbran 
Community Council. 

 
CL15/040 Plenary Powers 
 

Resolved that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council, together with 
the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Majority Group, are granted plenary 
powers to respond to any matters requiring decisions to be taken during the 
Summer recess period as no Council Committees or Council Meetings would 
be held until September. 

 
(Any matters dealt with under this procedure will be reported to the next 
Meeting of the Council.) 
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CL15/041 Letters of Thanks and Appreciation 
 

Thanks were received from the following, details of which had been circulated 
with the agenda. 

 
(a) Mrs Nancy Minot, Fairwater Close (Task Force) (received by 

telephone).  
(b) Joyce Thomas, 1 Pennyfields, Greenmeadow (Task Force) (received 

by telephone). 
(c) Doris & Ray Cheadle, I Ruskin Close, Fairwater (Task Force). 

 
The Clerk also referred to other letters of thanks received from Mrs Powell of 
6 Handbury Close (Task Force), SSAFA (Donation to Chair’s Charity) and 
Stadt Bruchsal (Civic Visit). 
 
Resolved that the expressions of thanks are noted. 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………     (Chair, Cwmbran Community Council 


