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Minutes of a Meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee of Cwmbran Community 
Council held on Monday 26 October 2015 
 
 
Present  Councillor WM Howell (in the Chair), Councillors SWJ Ashley, M Johnston,   

R Jones, R Kemp, TA Matthews and DJ Williams  
 

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  
 

 
PF15/027 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors S Brooks (holiday),  
LJ Chaney (illness) S Evans (personal) and WJ Walker (illness)   
 

PF15/028 Declarations of Interest  
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest.   
 
The Clerk circulated a revised version of the Attendance/Interest Sheet, 
which was printed on a different colour to help set it apart from other 
documents. Members welcomed the new format. The Clerk drew attention to 
the need for Members to sign the Sheet to confirm their attendance at 
meetings and the need for any Interests which were declared to be entered 
onto the sheet by the relevant Member at the meeting. 
 
 

PF15/029 Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments and Bank Reconciliations 

(August & September 2015) and Quarterly Monitoring (Quarter 2)  

Members considered the above information.  Background papers relating to 
the schedule of receipts and payments were available to allow members to 
scrutinise any transactions in more detail.  
 
Issues raised by members included: 
 

 Playscheme Waste (L07). The Clerk confirmed that this waste was 
regarded as Trade Waste, hence a charge had been incurred. 
 

 Testing of Electrical Appliances (PAT Testing) (G10). The Clerk confirmed 
that electrical appliances were tested annually. 

 

 Unpresented Cheques (Playschemes). The Clerk agreed to monitor the 
situation regarding these cheques. 

 

 Furniture, Fittings & Fixtures (H02). The Chairman reported that she had 
asked the Clerk to investigate the purchase of a defibrillator. Members 
supported the proposal. 

 
In relation to Public Christmas Trees (L09), the Clerk reported that, in 

previous years Blaen Bran Community Woodland had supplied and delivered 

the Council’s Christmas Trees. Blaen Bran were able to supply the trees this 

year but were unable to deliver them. In view of the specialist nature of the 
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works the Clerk had therefore agreed for Torfaen County Borough Council to 

supply, deliver, install, decorate, remove and dispose of the trees. The cost of 

this work was £3, 800. As the amount in the approved budget for this work 

was only £3,150 the Clerk had incurred the additional expenditure under 

Financial Regulation 4.6 Financial Regulations which required this action to 

be reported to the Policy & Finance Committee. 

It was recommended that  
 
(1) the above information is noted. 

 
(2) the action taken in relation to the supply of Christmas Trees is approved. 

 
 

PF15/030 External Audit of Accounts 2014/15 

At a meeting of the Council held on 14 September 2015, the Leader of the 

Majority Group had expressed his concern at the length of time taken by the 

Council’s External Auditors (Mazars) to conclude this year’s audit. The matter 

had therefore been referred to this committee to review (Minute Cl15/044).  

The Clerk outlined key milestones in the audit process and reported that he 

had spoken to the Wales Audit Office about the concerns expressed by the 

Leader of the Majority Group and made them known to Mazars via a client 

satisfaction survey. 

Members noted that the Council had been notified that the Auditor General 

for Wales would become the statutory auditor for the next three years to 

replace Mazars.  BDO LLP of Southampton would become the Council’s 

appointed auditor on behalf of the Auditor General as responsible for 

delivering the audit of the Annual Return for the next three years. Future 

audits would have a thematic approach, with next year’s audit looking at 

budget setting & monitoring and the engagement of internal audit. 

It was recommended that the above information is noted. 
 
 

PF15/031 Internal Audit 

The Council had appointed Nicola Eyre as its internal auditor.  Nicola was 

engaged via One Voice Wales under its consultancy services.  

Members noted that the Council had been advised that the Wales Audit 

Office did not believe that One Voice Wales should continue to provide 

Internal Audit Services to its members due to a perceived conflict of interest. 

While this had no impact on previous audits, the Council would need to make 

new arrangements for the 2015/16 accounts. 

Members noted that Nicola Eyre was no longer engaged by One Voice 

Wales. She had indicated that she would be prepared to take on the role of 

Internal Auditor to the Council in a private capacity. She would sign the Audit 

Opinion in her own right and invoice the Council direct. One Voice Wales had 

confirmed that there would be no problem with engaging Nicola in this way 

and had provided advice on the terms of any letter of engagement. 

Discussions were currently taking place with Nicola in relation to fees. 
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It was recommended that details of fees for undertaking the Internal Audit 
are reported to a future meeting so that a decision could be taken on the 
appointment of an auditor. 
 
 

PF15/032 Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW) Draft Annual Report.  
February 2016 

 
Members noted the receipt of information received from Welsh Government 

about the IRPW’s draft Annual Report, February 2016, which would have 

effect for the municipal year 2016/17. Section 10 of the Report referred 

specifically to Town & Community Councils.  

The Chairman drew attention to proposals to allow for particular 

senior/demanding roles to be recognised and for the payment of allowances 

for the care of dependents. Members noted that any representations about 

this report should be submitted by 30 November 2015.   

It was recommended that the information is noted. 
 
 
PF15/033 Postal Services in Cwmbran 

Members considered the impact of current postal arrangements in Cwmbran 

on the Council and the Community as a whole . Consideration of this matter 

was deferred at a meeting held on 14 September 2015. 

The Chairman reported that the last collection of post locally was now 

9.30am. She considered that this had a disruptive effect on the local business 

community, including the Council. She also considered that the arrangements 

were unpopular with local residents. It was also no longer possible to post 

franked mail in local post boxes. Members echoed the Chairman’s concerns 

and asked about the extent of consultation undertaken in relation to these 

arrangements. 

The Clerk also referred to proposals to relocate and modernise Maendy 

Square Post Office, details of which would be circulated to Ward Members. 

  It was recommended that  

(1) the Clerk is authorised to contact the Post Office to obtain an explanation 
for the above arrangements. 
 

(2) the Clerk is authorised to seek the views of other Local Councils in 
Torfaen about the impact of current postal arrangements. 

 
 
PF15/034 Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies 
 

Members considered reports in relation to the following seminars and 
meetings of outside bodies, attended by representatives of the Council. 
 
(i) Cardiff Capital Region Seminar  16 September 2015 

 
(ii) SLCC Conference for Wales   17 September 2015  
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(Members were pleased to note that the Council’s Annual Report had 
been identified as Best Practice by Welsh Government) 

 
(iii) CCYP Management Committee  17 September 2015 

 
(iv) Torfaen LSB      17 September 2015 

 
(Councillor Williams emphasised that he represented all Town & 
Community Councils in Torfaen on this body.) 
 

(v) One Voice Wales Annual Conference/AGM 3 October 2015 
 
(Councillor Williams advised that the Council had voted against the 
proposed increase in One Voice Wales membership fees at the AGM 
but that the decision was taken to increase the fees. The Council’s 
Notice of Motion had been accepted at the AGM) 
 

(vi) Local Councils in Partnership Committee (LCPC)  13 October 2015 
 
(Councillor Ashley praised the quality of information included within 
the report about current Torfaen County Borough Council initiatives, 
including regeneration projects. Members discussed the report in the 
light of the Council’s own commitment to undertake regeneration 
projects. The Chairman reported that she had instructed the Clerk to 
arrange a meeting of the Regeneration Sub-Committee established by 
the Council in the near future (Minute CL14/077 refers) 

 
(vii) One Voice Wales Larger Councils Committee 14 October 2015  
 
Members noted that the implications of the Well-being of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015 and the Council’s relationship with the Public Services 
Board created by the Act, was a common theme within some of the above 
reports. Members emphasised the need for greater clarity about the future 
role of Town and Community Councils under the Act, including any financial 
and resource implications. Members noted that the consultation period in 
relation to Guidance about the Act closed on 16 November 2015 

 
 It was recommended that 
 

(1)  the above reports are noted. 
 

(2) the Clerk is instructed to respond to the Draft Guidance in relation to the 
Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 to emphasise the 
need for greater clarity on the implications of the Act on Town & 
Community Councils, as described above and referred to in the report of 
the One Voice Wales Larger Councils Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………..  
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


