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Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday                      
18 November 2015  
 
Present  Councillor M Johnston (Chairman), Councillors SWJ Ashley, S Brooks,            

LJ Chaney, D Daniels, J Davenne, M Day, S Evans, WM Howell, R Jones,     
R Kemp, KK Manneh, TA Matthews, J Rees, RA Seabourne, D Standing,     
DJ Williams and PJ Williams  

 
Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) & Clare Rowles (Administrative 
Officer). 
 

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Seabourne, who was attending her 
first meeting following her election as the Member for Fairwater. He also 
welcomed Mr Steven Prince from the South Wales Argus. 

 
CL15/058  Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors WJ Walker (illness)    
& TJ Winter.  
 
Sergeant Ian Green had also submitted an apology for absence (See Minute 
CL15/063 below) 
 

CL15/059 Chairman’s Announcements 
 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 
 

 Mayor’s Fish and Chip Quiz   14 October 2015 

 Urban Buzzz Video    16 October 2015 

 Mon & Brecon Canal Boat Trip   24 October 2015 

 Cwmbran Park Launch of new Play Equipment  24 October 2015 

 Salvation Army “Big Birthday Tea”  31 October 2015 

 Holy Trinity Church Remembrance Service 4 November 2015 

 Cwmbran ASC Championships   7 November 2015 

 Remembrance Sunday Parade   8 November 2015 

 Remembrance Service - Nant Celyn School 11 November 2015 
 
The Chairman also thanked members of the Council and other community 
representatives for their good wishes following his bout of illness at the Act of 
Remembrance at Cwmbran Park on 8 November 2015. He paid tribute to the 
support he had received from Gwent Police, St John’s Ambulance and the 
Ambulance Service.  

 
CL15/060 Vice Chairman’s Announcements 

 
The Vice-Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following 
events: 
 

 Remembrance Sunday at Pontnewydd  8 November 2015  
(The Vice Chairman had laid a wreath on behalf of the Council)  

 Senior Schools Choral Festival    12 November 2015  
 

CL15/061 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.  

 
 



Cwmbran Community Council 

21 

 

CL15/062 Public Question Time 
 

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 
 

CL15/063 Cwmbran Policing Update 
 

The Clerk reported that Sergeant Ian Green was unable to attend the meeting 

or send a representative due to the need to provide sufficient cover at 

Cwmbran Shopping’s Christmas Lights Switch On event. Sergeant Green had 

provided statistics relating to crime and anti social behaviour, including a 

short commentary on factors underlying the statistics, which the Clerk 

circulated following the meeting. 

Resolved that the information is noted. 
 
 

CL15/064 Council Meeting 7 October 2015 
 

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 
 

Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.  
 

(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above meeting in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12,         
paragraph 12.) 

 
 

CL15/065 Events & Community Projects Committee 19 October 2015  
   

Councillor Day introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute ENT15/024 (Summer Playschemes 2015), the 
Administrative officer reported that statistics relating to daily attendance at 
each site in 2014 had been circulated to all members. There would also be an 
opportunity to discuss the statistics at the next meeting of the Events & 
Community Projects Committee on 23 November 2015. The Clerk referred to 
several forthcoming events which he would be attending in relation to 
changes to childcare regulation, in particular, a CSSIW workshop at Treforest 
on 4 December 2015. 
 
In relation to Minute ENT15/025 (Forthcoming Events), the Clerk referred to 
the recently published Residents Handbook, which listed all forthcoming 
events and other Council services. He drew attention to hard copies of the 
Handbook, which were being circulated in the community. He encouraged 
members to take some copies of the Handbook for distribution in their wards.  
 
In relation to Minute ENT15/025 (Forthcoming Events), the Leader of the 
Majority Group paid tribute to the success of the recent Senior Schools 
Choral Festival. Members praised the Council’s staff for their hard work in 
delivering such a successful event and asked that letters be sent to all 
participating schools thanking them for their support. Members discussed the 
potential to involve Cwmbran High School in future events. 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
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CL15/066 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 21 October 2015  
  
 Councillor Jones introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
  

In relation to Minute ESP15/020 (Grow Wild Flagship Site (“Cwmbran Urban 
Buzzz”), Members noted that the Cwmbran project had finished runner up in 
relation to the competition. 
 
In relation to Minute ESP15/021 (Sustainable Development Charter), the 
Clerk reported that the further information requested by Members of the 
Committee would be reported to the meeting of the Committee to be held on  
2 December 2015. 
 
In relation to Minute ESP15/024 (Neighbourhood Services Matters), some 
Members drew attention to the number of complaints which had been made 
about the quality of the bags supplied by Torfaen County Borough Council to 
line the food waste containers. Members voted on whether or not to write to 
Torfaen County Borough Council highlighting the number of complaints that 
had been made about the quality of the liners provided for food waste 
containers. 9 members voted to write to Torfaen County Borough Council and 
5 voted against. 
 
Members also considered a vacancy which currently existed on the 
membership of this committee. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 

(1) subject to the addition of Councillor WM Howell to the list of Members 
present at the meeting, the minutes are confirmed. 
 

(2) no objection is offered to Planning List 1114. 

 
(3) the Clerk to the Council is instructed to write to Torfaen County Borough 

Council to highlight the number of complaints that had been made about 
the quality of the liners provided for food waste containers. 

 
(4) Councillor RA Seabourne is appointed as a member of the Environment, 

Sustainability & Planning Committee. 
 
 

CL15/067 Policy & Finance Committee 26 October 2015 
 

Councillor Howell introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 

In relation to Minute PF15/034(2) (Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies) 
the Clerk explained that it had been necessary to forward the Council’s 
observations on the Draft Guidance in relation to the Well-Being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 2015 in advance of the Council meeting in order to 
respond by the Closing Date (See also Minute ESP15/021 (2) (Sustainable 
Development Charter). He confirmed however that he had made it clear that 
the response was “Subject to Confirmation by the Council” and that he would 
be writing a further response to confirm the Council decision immediately after 
the meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute PF15/034 (Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies), 
Councillor DJ Williams emphasised that, at the One Voice Wales AGM which 
he had attended on 3 October 2015, the Council had voted against the 
proposed increase in One Voice Wales membership fees. He drew attention 
to the implications of the increase for a large Council such as Cwmbran 
Community Council. 
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 Resolved that subject to the above, the minutes of the above meeting are 

confirmed. 
 
 

CL15/068 Letter of Thanks & Appreciation 
 

Thanks were received from the following, details of which had been circulated 
with the agenda. 

 
(a) Matthew Bibcot (donation of Raffle prize) 

 
The Clerk also referred to several additional letters of appreciation which had 
recently been received, particularly in relation to Remembrance Sunday. 
 
Members referred to the recent events in France and considered that it would 
be appropriate to send the Council’s good wishes to the people of Sainte-
Menehould, the French town which was twinned with Cwmbran’s German twin 
town. 
 

 
Resolved that  
 
(1) the expressions of thanks are noted. 

 
(2) the Clerk is instructed to send the Council’s good wishes to the people of 

Sainte-Menehould, the French town which is twinned with Cwmbran’s 
German twin town. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………      
 
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


