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Minutes of a Meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee of Cwmbran Community 
Council held on Monday 15 June 2015 
 
Present  Councillor WM Howell (Chair), Councillors S Brooks, LJ Chaney, S Evans,    

M Johnston, R Jones, R Kemp, TA Matthews, WJ Walker & DJ Williams  
 

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  
 

 
PF15/001 Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors J Davenne (personal) 
and M Day (work commitments)  
 

PF15/002  Declarations of Interest  
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest. 
 

PF15/003 Summer Playschemes 2015  

(Members of the Events & Community Projects Committee had been invited 

to attend for this item.)  

This item had been included on the agenda for the meeting following a 

recommendation of the Events & Community Projects Committee at a 

meeting held on 1 June 2015. It related to further advice about the Summer 

Playschemes which was awaited from the CSSIW but which had not been 

available at that meeting of that committee. 

The Clerk reported that he had still received no official notification of any 

potential changes to the requirements relating to Holiday Playschemes from 

the CSSIW, though he had received a copy of a letter describing some 

changes to these arrangements via Torfaen County Borough Council, on the 

afternoon of 12 June 2015. The Clerk had made enquiries with CSSIW to 

clarify aspects of these changes and how they would relate to the Council’s 

Playschemes but no response had been received.  

Members noted that preparations for the 2015 Playschemes were at an 

advanced stage. Members were reluctant to make further changes at this late 

stage to the way in which the Council had already agreed to deliver the 2015 

Playschemes (Minute ENT14/031 refers). The Leader of the Majority Group 

emphasized the need to undertake a thorough review of the way in which the 

Playschemes ran for future years. 

It was recommended that 

(1)  the above information is noted.  
(2) no further changes are made to the Summer Playschemes 2015. 
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PF15/003 Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments (March 2015), Quarterly 
Financial Monitor 2014/15 (Quarter 4) & Bank Reconciliations  

 
Members considered the above information.  Background papers relating to 
the schedule of receipts and payments were available to allow members to 
scrutinise any transactions in more detail.  
 
Issues raised by members included 
 

 Tankard for Paul Murphy MP (I08)  

 Cancelled cheques numbered 10013 – 10025 (The Clerk agreed to 
provide members with further information.) 

 Unpresented cheques 409911 & 409937  
 
It was recommended that the above information is noted. 

 
PF15/004 Final Internal Audit Report Findings 2014/15 
 

Members considered a report of the Council’s Internal Auditor, following the 
interim audit which had been undertaken in relation to the Council’s 2014/15 
Accounts.  
 
The Chairman noted that the report had presented a generally satisfactory 
picture of the Council’s internal control environment. She confirmed that the 
Clerk would be implementing recommendations set out in the report.   
 
It was recommended that the report of the Council’s Internal Auditor is 
noted. 

 
PF15/005 Review Financial Regulations  
   

Members considered revised draft Financial Regulations. The regulations had 
been drafted alongside the internal audit and preparation of accounts referred 
to in minute PF15/004 above. The regulations were based upon model 
regulations published in 2014 by One Voice Wales but also provided a 
practical framework which reflected the Council’s existing procedures. In 
particular, the regulations made provision for internet banking, payment by 
Debit Card and BACS. The regulations had been the subject of consultation 
with One Voice Wales and the Council’s internal auditor. 
 
The Chairman drew particular attention to arrangements described in the 
regulations relating to contracts & tenders. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that, once approved, the regulations would be checked 
to ensure uniform use of fonts & page numbering etc.  
 
It was recommended that the Financial Regulations are adopted. 

 
PF15/006 Maintenance of Council House & Other Matters 

The Clerk updated members on recent improvements and maintenance 
works undertaken at the Council House. 
 
He described repairs which been carried out in relation to the plumbing at first 
floor level and confirmed that the Gas Boiler Service & maintenance had also 
recently been undertaken. He also reported that the need for minor repairs 
had been identified to signage on the frontage of the Council House. 
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The Clerk also described the process which had been put in place to ensure 
that any items of repair & maintenance were quickly brought to his attention 
by the caretaker/cleaner. 
 
It was recommended that the above information is noted.  
 

PF15/007 Annual Report 
 

Members considered a draft Annual report which described the work of the 
Council during the municipal year 2014/15. 
 
The Chairman praised the contents of the report, which she considered 
presented a lively and comprehensive account of the many services provided 
by the Council. She paid tribute to the hard work of members and staff, which 
the Annual Report reflected. The Clerk confirmed that, once approved and 
finalised, the Annual Report would be widely circulated. 
 
It was recommended that the Annual Report is approved.  
 

PF15/008 One Voice Wales Annual Conference/AGM Saturday 3 October 2015 
Pontrhydfendigaid, Ceredigion 

 
Members noted the Council had agreed to submit a Notice of Motion to the 
One Voice Wales AGM. (Minute PF14/072 refers.) The Notice of Motion read: 

 
“We ask One Voice Wales to express it’s concern to Welsh Government over 
the current uncertainty surrounding the future of Town & Community 
Councils, emphasising the need for a strong tier of local government where 
no community is left behind and to ask Welsh Government to urgently clarify 
the role Town & Community Council will be expected to play in any future 
reform of the Local Government sector and how they will be properly funded” 

 
The Clerk reported that the Motions Committee of One Voice Wales had 
accepted the Notice of Motion for debate at the AGM. The Notice of Motion 
would be seconded by Mold Town Council.  
 
The Council had agreed that two members should attend the. Members were 
asked to contact the Clerk if they were interested in attending. One of the 
members who attended would be required to propose the Motion.  
 
It was recommended that the above information is noted.  

 
PF14/009 Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies 
 

Members considered reports in relation to the following seminars and 
meetings of outside bodies, attended by representatives of the Council. 

 
(a) One Voice Wales – Gwent Valleys Partnership  7 April 2015 

 
(b) Once Voice Wales/SLCC Community Governance  14 May 2015  

Seminar   
((The Clerk elaborated briefly on the report) 
 

(c) Torfaen LSB Tactical Group     21 May 2015 
(Councillor DJ Williams elaborated briefly on the report) 
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(d) Cwmbran Centre for Young People Presentation  29 May 2015  
Evening: Oral report of Councillor Jones.  
(Councillor Jones had been invited to attend the above event by the 
Chairman. He described the proceedings and drew particular attention 
to the performance of Morgan Rawbone, who had sung at the function. 
The Clerk reported that Morgan had also performed at the 2015 Big 
Event and that he had made contact with her to discuss the possibility 
of her performing at a future Council function. The Clerk also reported 
that he would be speaking at a forthcoming One Voice Wales seminar 
about the Council’s relationship with CCYP, which had been identified 
as an example of innovative practice.) 

 
  It was recommended that the above reports are noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Signed ……………………………..  
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


