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Minutes of a Meeting of the Policy & Finance (Regeneration Projects) Sub - Committee 
of Cwmbran Community Council held on Tuesday 19 January 2016 
 
Present  Councillors S Brooks, S Evans, R Kemp and J Rees 
 

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  
 

 
RGN15/007 Appointment of Chairman 
 

It was agreed that, in the absence of Councillor WM Howell, Councillor          
J Rees is appointed to chair the sub-committee. 

 
(Councillor Rees in the chair) 

 
RGN15/008 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillor WM Howell (illness)   
 

RGN15/009 Declarations of Interest  
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 

interest. 
 
RGN 15/010 Finance 
 

Members noted that, as at 31 March 2015, the sum of £35,000 had been set 
aside within the Council’s accounts for Regeneration Projects. The Council’s 
2015/16 Revenue Estimates also included the sum of £40,000 for Cwmbran 
Regeneration Projects. The Clerk reported that finance had also been 
allocated for Regeneration schemes within the draft estimates for 2016/17. 
 

RGN 15/010 Regeneration Projects 
 

At a meeting held on 9 November 2015, members authorised the production 
of a press release to encourage groups and organisation to submit 
suggestions for potential projects. Suggestions were to be submitted by         
31 December 2015. Other, targeted groups and individuals, such as 
Cwmbran Shopping and Bron Afon, were also approached for ideas on 
potential projects.  

 
The Clerk explained the steps which had been taken to invite suggestions 
from the public. A press release had been sent to all members (13 November 
2015). Suggestions had also been invited by Social Media and the Council’s 
website. Articles had also featured in Torfaen Talks. Details had been sent to 
the local media and a range of community organisations. Other, targeted 
groups and individuals, such as Cwmbran Shopping and Bron Afon, had also 
been approached. Members suggested a further round of consultation to 
encourage more projects to come forward. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the minutes of the above meeting had been 
reported to the Policy & Finance Committee on 7 December 2015. (Minute 
PF15/042 refers). 
 
Members considered brief details of the projects which had been suggested. 
In particular, members considered the future of the recent “Urban Buzz” 
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project which had prepared as part of a recent “Growwild” national 
competition. The project had not been successful in winning the competition 
but there remained scope for taking forward a scheme based on the 
application. Members welcomed Andrew Nevill of Torfaen County Borough 
Council (Environmental Projects) who elaborated on the proposals. 
 
Andrew Nevill described the scope of the project and its financial implications. 
£4,000 was available from Growwild community project and a further £61,600 
was required, spread over the current financial year and 2016/17. This was 
the amount being sought from Cwmbran Community Council.  
 
Andrew described the works which could be undertaken in each year. He also 
referred to discussions with other partners to deliver associated projects. 
 
Other issues raised by members included: 
 

 A break-down of proposed expenditure within each year. 

 Sustainability issues and responsibility for future maintenance. (All 
landowners had agreed to maintain sites for three years.) 

 How young people could be encouraged to support the project, in order to 
encourage greater ownership and help with future maintenance. (Andrew 
Nevill referred to the role of Cwmbran Centre for Young People, schools 
and other local youth groups.) 

 Local sourcing of materials. (Andrew Nevill explained the aspirations to use 
as much locally sourced products and local contractors as possible. Use of 
recycled materials and locally sourced or locally compatible seeds as 
possible. The project would also reflect local history.) 

 The potential to include other areas of Cwmbran. (There was scope for 
this.) 

 Measures to ensure that Information Panels etc. were of lasting relevance 
and not constrained by changes to the status of key partners.  

 Economic benefits likely to arise from the project. (Andrew Nevill explained 
that the “feel-good” factor of improving the local environment along the 
lines suggested could be quantified in terms of its positive impact on the 
local economy, in relation to such factors as improved health & well-being 
leading to improved productivity.) 

 Discussions with other partners about other, associated projects and 
associated consultation already taken place within the community. 

 The need to ensure that projects supported by Cwmbran Community 
Council were accessible to the whole community. 

 
It was recommended that: 
 
(1) Further publicity is arranged to encourage more people to come forward 

with suggested projects. Suggestions to be invited by 12 February 2016. 
 

(2) The Clerk is instructed to design a simple form to help encourage 
additional suggestions. 
 

(3) The Council allocates £28,500 within the current financial year to take 
forward the development of two Hubs at Northville & Southville as part of 
the project described above as “Urban Buzz.”  

 
(4) Further details are requested of additional works which could be funded 

as part of this project in the future.  
 

Signed ……………………………..  

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


