
Cwmbran Community Council 

24 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday                      
6 January 2016 
 
Present  Councillor M Johnston (Chairman), Councillors:  SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks,     

LJ Chaney, M Day, S Evans, W M Howell, R Jones, R Kemp, KK Manneh, 
TA Matthews, JC Powell, J Rees, R Seabourne, D Standing, WJ Walker,  
DJ Williams, PJ Williams and TJ Winter 

 
Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) & Clare Rowles (Administrative 
Officer). 
 

The Chairman welcomed Councillor WJ Walker, who had been unable to 
attend recent meetings due to ill health.  
 
He also thanked Councillors Chaney & Brooks for their support in 
attending the recent funeral of his brother. 
 

CL15/069 Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors D Daniels (illness) &  
J Davenne (personal).  

 
(The Chairman agreed to take the next two items earlier than set out in the agenda due to 
importance of he recent fire at Coed Eva School.) 
 
CL15/070 Cwmbran Policing Update (inc. Fire at Coed Eva School) 
 

The Chairman welcomed Inspector David Morgan & PC Sian Wigley and 
Station Manager Mike Wyatt of South Wales Fire & Rescue Service. 

 
Inspector Morgan advised members that six arrests had been carried out 
following the fire at Coed Eva School on 1 January 2016. Forensic 
examinations were being undertaken and an investigation was progressing. 
The police were working closely with the school and Torfaen County Borough 
Council. 
 
Station Manger Mike Wyatt of South Wales Fire & Rescue Service explained 
that the fire had started in a “lean-to” part of the premises and quickly spread 
through voids and insulation material. As the fire grew, priority was given to 
protecting the main (junior) school. 
 
The Chairman paid tribute to the work of the emergency services in 
responding to the fire. He also expressed his concerns at the motives of the 
arsonists in starting the fire. Councillor Standing (ward member) also praised 
the emergency services’ response. 
 
The Clerk reported that the Head Teacher had advised that the school was 
working towards opening again on Monday 11 January 2016. 
 
Inspector Morgan also updated Members on various initiatives to address  
Anti-Social Behaviour, particularly in the Greenmeadow area. Information was 
being gathered with a view to restricting the movement of certain individuals. 
Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBOs) were also available as a solution, though 
the courts needed to be satisfied that all other options had been explored 
before agreeing to an Order. CBOs were already in place for two individuals 
and more could follow. Inspector Morgan referred to other preventative 
measures which were being taken, including the use of body worn cameras to 
minimise public order offences. 
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Other issues reported by Inspector Morgan included theft of wheelie bins and 
the associated fire risks, anti-litter projects and other initiatives to focus on the 
community and encourage ownership of localities by the community. The 
Police had also prioritised town centre crime and were seeking powers which 
would authorise security guards to deal with matters such as litter, dog fouling 
and anti-social cycling by youngsters. The Police were also encouraging local 
shops to adhere to UK wide standards to address shoplifting.  
 
Inspector Morgan also referred to the success of the Online Watch Link 
(OWL) in improving communication with local households. Members praised 
the contribution of OWL to improving community safety. 
 
Issues raised by Members included: 
 

 the importance of notifying Community Councillors of any incidents of  
Anti-Social Behaviour.  

 incidents of Anti-Social Behaviour at Greenmeadow & St Dials, especially 
near the area known locally as “Banana Bridge.” 

 appropriate measures for putting wheelie bins out for collection, in terms 
of avoiding/reducing the risk of theft and arson. Inspector Morgan 
considered that black bags were a more effective deterrent to crime and 
arson than wheelie bins.  

 the potential to establish an “Allotment Watch” to reduce crime at 
allotments in Cwmbran. 

 the views of the police on the public recording police activity. (Inspector 
Morgan had no objection in principle.)  

 
The Chairman also drew attention to a series of consultation events which the 
Police & Crime Commissioner was hosting in January 2016 to budget setting 
for policing in Gwent.   
 
Resolved that Inspector Morgan and PC Wigley are thanked for their 
attendance and willingness to answer questions. 
 

CL15/071 Cwmbran Fire & Rescue 
 

(See also Station Manager Wyatt’s comments in Minute CL15/070 above      
re: fire at Coed Eva School) 
 
Station Manager Wyatt acknowledged that there had been concerns about 
recent incidents in the Greenmeadow area and in relation to setting fire of 
wheelie bins (see Minute CL15/070 above). He referred to a series of 
initiatives currently being pursued by South Wales Fire & Rescue Service, 
including partnerships with Cardiff City Football Club, Torfaen County 
Borough Council’s Pupil Referral Unit and Monmouthshire Youth Offending 
Service. He also described the work of the Phoenix Project, which was a Fire 
and Rescue initiative aimed at young people between the ages of 11 - 25. 
The aim of the project was to address issues within young people ranging 
from low self esteem and lack of confidence to anti-social behaviour and /or 
fire related problems such as deliberate fire setting and hoax calls 
 
Other successful projects included working with Key Stage 4 students to raise 
awareness of fire prevention as part of the Welsh Baccalaureate and 
measures to raise awareness of fire risks from electrical appliances. 
Regrettably a Phoenix project at Cwmbran High School arranged for 
November was abandoned. A new event was planned for the future. 
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Issues raised by Members included; 
 

 Praise for the Phoenix Project. 

 Arrangements to hold a new Phoenix project at Cwmbran High School  

 Any arrangements put in place locally as part of Carbon Monoxide 
Awareness Week. (Station Manager Wyatt confirmed that no 
particular activities had taken place.) 

 
CL15/072 Chairman’s Announcements 
 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 
 

 Salvation Army Food Parcelling 25 November 2015 

 Cwmbran Community Council Awards Night 26 November 2015 

 Cwmbran Baroque Singers  28 November 2015 

 St Gabriel’s Church Advent Service 29 November 2015  

 Horod Baptist Church Carol Service (Blaenavon) 3 December 2015 

 Cwmbran Community Council Christmas 4 December 2015 
 Lights Switch On/Carols  

 Torfaen Young People’s Santa Appeal          5 December 2015 

 Concert: Nant Celyn School (Reception Class) 7 December 2015 

 Visit to Scope Centre, Avondale Road 11 December 2015 

 Sea Cadets Annual Awards 15 December 2015 

 Croesyceiliog & Llanyrafon Community  17 December 2015 
 Council Awards Night 

 Nant Celyn School Head’s Leaving Presentation 18 December 2015 

 Salvation Army Carol Service 20 December 2015 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the Chairman had been invited to a service on 19 
January 2016 at St. Gabriel’s Church to incorporate the Pontnewydd Benefice 
within the Benefice of Cwmbran.  

 
CL15/073  Vice Chairman’s Announcements 

 
The Vice-Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following 
events: 
 

 Cwmbran Community Council Awards Night 26 November 2015 

 Switch On of Christmas Lights at Blaenavon         30 November 2015 

 Switch On of Christmas Lights at Pontnewydd         9 December 2015  
(Members paid tribute to the hard work of the council’s staff in helping to 
make this evening a success) 

 
The Clerk also reported that he had written to Mr Malgwyn Davies, Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Gwent, to congratulate him on being awarded an 
OBE in the New Year’s Honours List. . 

 
CL15/074 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.  
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CL15/075 Public Question Time 
 

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 

CL15/076 Council Meeting 18 November 2015 
 

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute CL15/066 (3) (Environment, Sustainability & Planning 
Committee 21 October 2015), Members noted that information received from 
Torfaen County Borough Council further to the Council’s representations 
about the quality of the liners provided for food waste containers, had been 
reported to Members on 2 December 2015. New liners had also recently been 
delivered to Torfaen County Borough Council. 
 

Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.  
 

(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above meeting in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12,         
paragraph 12.) 

 

CL15/077 Events & Community Projects Committee 23 November 2015  
   

Councillor Day introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

 
 

CL15/078 Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee 23 November 2015  
   

Councillor Standing introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
  
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

 
CL15/079 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 2 December 2015  
  
 Councillor Jones introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
  
 In relation to Minute ESP15/030 (Blaen Bran Community Woodland), the 

Clerk confirmed that Financial Code N05 included provision for trees. 
 
 Resolved that: 
 

(1) the minutes are confirmed. 
 

(2) no objection is offered to items 5987, 5988, 5989 and 5991 on Planning 
List 1120. 

 
(3) in relation to item 5990 on list 1120, Members expressed concerns at the 

possible detrimental impact of the new parking arrangements on trade at 
the premises. (Greenhouse Public House) 
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CL15/080 Policy & Finance Committee 7 December 2015 
 

Councillor Howell introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to minute PF15/043 (Representation on governing Bodies), the 
Clerk drew attention to the committee’s recommendation that Members 
should contact the Clerk if they were interested in serving on any of the 
Primary School Governing Bodies where there was currently a vacancy. 

 

 Resolved that  
 

(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
(2) the Clerk is instructed to circulate details of existing vacancies on 

School Governing Bodies and request any nominations. Details of any 
nominations would then be circulated to all members before any 
appointments were confirmed. Provided there were no objections from 
any members, nominations would be accepted. 

 
 

CL15/081 Letter of Thanks & Appreciation 
 

Thanks were received from the following, details of which had been circulated 
with the agenda. 

 
(a) Mrs Mare – Wellington Drive. (Task Force). 
(b) Mike Villars - Llantarnam Residents Conservation Society. (Community 

Award) 
(c) Ty Hafan - Natalie Whyatt. (Playscheme Sponsorship collection) 
(d) Mrs Walker – Sycamore Place. (Task Force) 

 
The Clerk also referred to additional letters of appreciation received from     
Mrs Lawrence – West Pontnewydd (Task Force) and Natalie Whyatt - Ty 
Hafan (Playscheme Sponsorship collection) (Additional Letter) 

 
Resolved that the expressions of thanks are noted. 
 

 
 
(Following the meeting, the Chairman of the Council presented Grant Cheques to Fairwater 
Talking Hearts and Royal Welsh Regimental Association, in accordance with minute 
CL15/078 above.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………      
 
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


