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Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee held on Monday 25 January 
2016 

 
Present Councillor TA Matthews (in the Chair). Councillors SJ Brooks, LJ Chaney,          

D Daniels, M Day, S Evans, M Johnston, R Jones, R Kemp, J Rees and       
DJ Williams 

 
Also Councillor D Standing and TJ Winter 

 
 Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Rowles (Administrative 

Officer) 
 
 
PF15/046 Apologies for Absence 
 
 Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillors SWJ Ashley (illness), 

WM Howell (illness) and WJ Walker (illness) 
 
 
PF15/047  Declarations of Interest 
 
 Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 

had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest. 
 
 
PF15/048 Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments and Bank Reconciliations 

(November & December 2015) and Quarterly Monitoring (Quarter 3) 
  
 Members considered the above information. Background papers relating to 

the schedule of receipts and payments were available to allow members to 
scrutinise any transactions in more detail. 

 
 The Clerk referred to a number of small changes to the way in which the 

above information would be presented in the future. The changes would 
improve the way in which the information was shown and make it easier for 
members to monitor both transactions and expenditure against budgets. The 
Chairman advised that he had recently also undertaken a “random check” of 
the Receipts & Payments records and had found everything to be 
satisfactory. Members noted that these records were open to inspection by 
any member at any time. 

 
 It was recommended that the above information is noted. 
 
 
PF15/049 Audit of Accounts (Annual Return) for the Financial Year ended 31 

March 2015 
  
 Members noted a letter from the Council’s external auditor about an error in 

the audit certificate they had provided in relation to the above. The letter 
clarified the error and enclosed a corrected audit certificate. The Clerk 
explained that the correction had resulted in a more favourable outcome for 
the Council as matters included within the certificate as “except for” were now 
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shown as “other matters.” The result of this was that there were now no 
matters identified that had given the auditors cause for concern that relevant 
requirements had not been met. 

  
(note: the heading of the letter incorrectly referred to the accounts for the year 

ended 31 March 2014 and not 2015. This was subsequently confirmed by the 

External Auditor)  

It was recommended that the above information is noted. 
 
 

PF15/050 Audit Plan 2016 
 

Members considered the above Audit Plan, which had been updated to reflect 

recent changes to the Council’s Internal and External Auditors. 

It was recommended that the Audit Plan is approved. 
 
 
PF15/051 Council House Maintenance Matters 

 
The Clerk provided an oral update on current matters. Issues covered 
included: 
 

 Annual Health & Safety Inspection 7 January 2016. The overall standard of 

health and safety management had been found to be satisfactory. Four 

actions had been identified to improve safety management further. The 

Clerk outlined progress in relation to each Action. 

 improvements to the cleanliness & hygiene of the premises. 

 the purchase of three new portable heaters and a defibrillator. 

 improvements to emergency lighting.  

 initial, informal discussions with representatives of South Wales Fire & 

Rescue and Building Control about the redevelopment of the Council 

House annexe. 

The Clerk undertook to continue to report such matters to members on a 

regular basis. 

It was recommended that the above information is noted. 

 
PF15/052 Draft Local Government (Wales) Bill 

 Members considered matters included within the above Bill. The Leader of 
the Majority Group highlighted the work undertaken by One Voice Wales in 
responding effectively to consultation exercises on behalf of the sector. It was 
important that the Council worked with One Voice Wales to help shape such 
responses. 
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 Members noted that the Leader of the Majority Group and the Clerk would be 

attending a Community & Town Council Engagement Event about the Bill in 
Swansea (2 February 2016) as part of the consultation process. Members 
noted that the Consultation Period ended on 15 February 2016. 

 
It was recommended that  

(1) the Council liaises with One Voice Wales in relation to their response to 

the above Bill. 

(2) Councillor DJ Williams is authorised to attend the forthcoming Welsh 
Government Engagement Event in Swansea (2 February 2016). 

 
 
PF15/063 Sub Committee Minutes: Policy & Finance (Regeneration Projects) Sub 

Committee meeting 19 January 2016. 
Members considered the minutes of the above meeting. 

Members noted that the Sub Committee had recommended the allocation of 

finance within the current financial year to take forward the “Urban Buzz” 

project. Councillor Rees (who had chaired the meeting) thanked the Leader of 

the Majority Group for his initiative in bringing the scheme forward for the 

Council to support. The Leader of the Majority Group also referred to 

discussions taking place with Bron Afon about the potential for working 

together on a regeneration project 

The Clerk apologised to members for confusion over the correct time of the 

meeting. 

It was recommended that the minutes are confirmed. 
 

PF15/064 Community Awards & Grants Presentation Evening: 26 November 2016 

Members reviewed the success of the above event. The event had become 

an established feature of the Council’s calendar of events and provided an 

important opportunity to recognise the contribution to Well-Being locally by a 

number of groups and individuals. Further potential improvements to the 

arrangements for the event included the provision of additional seating and 

the purchase of frames for certificates awarded. 

The Clerk drew attention to an Invitation which had been extended to the 

Council to the unveiling of a “Gift Tree” at the headquarters of Ty Hafan, in 

recognition of the funds raised for Ty Hafan by children who had attended the 

Summer Playschemes. Further details of this event were awaited. 

It was recommended that the report is noted. 
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PF15/064 Cwmbran Park Bowling Club 

Members considered a request to take out an advert in the club’s handbook 

at a cost of £50. The Council had taken out a similar advert in previous years. 

Members referred to the amount of interest which the advert handbook 

attracted and the strong relationship which the Council enjoyed with the club.  

It was recommended that the above advert is funded at a cost of £50 from 
the Council’s Advertising & Publications Budget (H06). 
 
 

PF15/065 Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies 

Members considered reports in relation to the following seminars and 

meetings of outside bodies, attended by representatives of the Council. 

(i) “Bridges Into Work” Business Networking” 27 November 2015 

(The Leader of the Majority Group encouraged members to attend 

future, similar events. The Clerk explained how attendance at such 

events was beginning to reap benefits, citing the partnership formed in 

relation to printing the Council’s Handbook as an example. Members 

discussed other potential ways of printing the Handbook.) 

(ii) South Wales Larger Councils Forum  3 December 2015 

(Members were pleased to note the continuing interest in the Council’s 

Annual Report, which had been recognised as an example of Best 

Practice) 

(iii) Torfaen Museum Trust   15 December 2015 

(iv) Torfaen Museum Trust    8 January 2016 

(Members agreed to invite representatives of the museum to discuss 

the financial challenges the museum faced, to see if there was any 

scope for the Council to help secure the long term future of its 

exhibitions. Members referred to the high footfall at Llantarnam 

Grange Arts Centre.) 

(v) Congress Theatre    11 January 2016 

(vi) One Voice Wales Gwent Valleys  12 January 2016 
Partnership  
 
(Members noted that a final decision was still awaited from Welsh 
Government in relation to funding for a new Specialist & Critical Care 
Centre (SCCC) at the site of the former Llanfrechfa Grange Hospital. 
The Chairman of the Partnership would be writing to Welsh 
Government requesting an early decision.) 
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  It was recommended that  
 

(1) the above reports are noted. 
 

(2) the Clerk to the Council is authorised to contact Torfaen Museum Trust to 
discuss opportunities for a presentation to members about the financial 
pressures facing the museum and potential ways forward. 
 

(3) the Clerk is authorised to write to Welsh Government seeking an early, 
positive decision in relation to funding for the SCCC. 

 
 
PF15/066 Summer Playschemes 2016 
 

The Clerk referred to recent discussions with Welsh Government officials 
about the effects of the extension of childcare registration on play provision 
and the difficulties this would set for the Council.  The position remained 
unclear across a number of key areas. 
 
The Leader of the Majority Group referred to discussions which were currently 
taking place with Torfaen County Borough Council’s Play Service about the 
potential for partnership working to deliver play opportunities for the children 
of Cwmbran. He was optimistic that this would lead to satisfactory outcomes. 
 
It was recommended that the position is noted. 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Signed…………………………………. 
 
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 

 


