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Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday                      
17 February 2016 
 
Present  Councillor M Johnston (Chairman), Councillors: SJ Brooks, LJ Chaney,         

M Day, S Evans, R Jones, R Kemp, KK Manneh, TA Matthews, JC Powell,     
J Rees, R Seabourne, D Standing, WJ Walker, DJ Williams and TJ Winter 

 
Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  

 
 

CL15/087 Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors SWJ Ashley (illness), 
J Davenne (illness) and WM Howell (illness) 

 
 
CL15/088 Chairman’s Announcements 
 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 
 

 St Gabriel’s Benefice Service 19 January 2016  

 Horeb Baptist Church, Blaenavon  27 January 2016 
      (Holocaust Service) 

 Funeral of Councillor M Thomas 28 January 2016 
  

 
CL15/089   Vice Chairman’s Announcements 

 
None. 
 
 

CL15/090  Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest. 
Councillors Brooks and Winter declared an interest in items CL15/092 below. 
Councillor Brooks declared an interest in item CL15/095. 

 
 
CL15/091  Public Question Time 
 

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 
 

CL15/092  Cwmbran Policing Update  
 

(Councillors Brooks and Winter declared an interest in this item, in view of 
their role at Cwmbran Centre for Young People.) 

 
The Chairman welcomed Inspector David Morgan. 
 
Inspector Morgan referred to recent incidents of anti social behaviour at 
Greenmeadow and described some of the measures introduced to tackle the 
problem. These measures included Community Behaviour Orders, Curfews 
and the staging of a Multi-Agency Action Day at Greenmeadow and St Dials 
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Community Hall on Friday 19th February 2016. Organisations who would be 
participating included Gwent Police,  South Wales Fire and Rescue Service, 
in this event Crime and Home Safety Units, Bron Afon Community Housing, 
Bron Afon Facilities and Environmental Teams,  Positive Futures, Torfaen 
Community Safety, Torfaen Waste Management Team and County and 
Community Councillors.  
 
He also referred to further multi-agency collaboration to deal with recent 
incidents at Fairwater Shopping Precinct. This included a programme of 
activities to engage with local youths working in particular with Randomz, the 
trading arm of Cwmbran Centre for Young People. Inspector Morgan outlined 
the financial implications of delivering this programme and, in particular, the 
contribution of volunteers. Key individuals responsible for some of the 
problems had been identified, which had begun to lead to improvements. 
Members considered the potential for a financial contribution to this work from 
the Council, referring to finance available within the budget for Grants to 
Voluntary Organisations. 
 
Members also considered statistics relating to crime and anti-social behaviour 
across Cwmbran. Inspector Morgan reported that there had been a general 
reduction in crime across the town recently. 
 
Resolved that  
 
(1) Inspector Morgan be thanked for his attendance and willingness to answer 

questions. 
 

(2) a contribution in the sum of £564 to help fund the youth engagement work 
referred to above, from the budget for Grants to Voluntary Organisations 
(K01). 

 
 

CL15/093  Council Meetings 6 and 25 January 2016  
 

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 
 
Resolved that, subject to the correction of a spelling error in the title of 
Station Manager Mike Wyatt (Minute CL15/070) the minutes of the above 
meetings are confirmed.  
 

(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above meeting in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12,         
paragraph 12.) 

 
 

CL15/094  Events & Community Projects Committee 11 January 2016 
   

Councillor Day introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute ENT15/034 (Summer Playschemes 2016), the Leader of 
the Majority outlined a new model for the Playschemes, which would see the 
Council working in partnership with Torfaen County Borough Council to. He 
described how changes introduced to childcare regulation by Welsh 
Government had given rise to an opportunity to deliver play to children aged 
between 5 and 12 in a new way in future. 
 
Key features of the model included: 
 

 Playschemes would be delivered for just less than two hours at different 
sites across Cwmbran in the morning and afternoon. 
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 play would be delivered across more sites than in 2015. 

 there would be reduced costs to the Council, which could lead to options 
to deliver other opportunities for play during the year.  

 entry to each site would be free of charge to children 

 administration of the Playschemes, including recruitment & selection, 
training and DBS checks would be undertaken by Torfaen County 
Borough Council. 

 Cwmbran Community Council staff would continue to work closely with 
Torfaen County Borough Council, lending their experience and expertise 
in the administration of Playschemes. 

 the Playschemes would include a strong Community Council “branding.” 
 
The Leader of the Majority Group emphasised that the new model was a Pilot 
scheme for 2016 and its success would be closely monitored. He referred to 
the hard work put in by Council staff and Torfaen County Borough Council 
Play Services in helping to deliver this positive way forward. The Clerk 
referred to some of the means by which information about the new 
arrangements would be made available to the public.  
 
Resolved that  
 
(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

 
(2) the arrangements for the 2016 Playschemes, as described above, are 

endorsed. 
 
 

CL15/095  Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 20 January 2016  
  
 Councillor Jones introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
 Councillor Brooks declared an interest in planning applications submitted by 

Bron Afon Community Housing. 
  
  Resolved that: 
 

(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 

(2) no objection is offered to Planning Lists 1124, 1125 and 1126. 
 
 

CL15/096  Policy & Finance Committee 25 January 2016 
 

Councillor Matthews introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to item PF15/048 (Schedule of Receipts and Payments) the Leader 
of the Majority Group paid tribute to the work of Councillor Matthews in 
examining the Council’s financial records. 
 
 In relation to item PF15/052 (Draft Local Government (Wales) Bill) the Clerk 
referred to the response to the consultation exercise prepared by One Voice 
Wales. The response had been circulated to members. The Clerk described 
the ways in which he had liaised with One Voice Wales to inform the 
response. 

 

 Resolved that subject to the correction of the date in Minute PF15/064 
(Community Awards & Grants Presentation Evening: 26 November 2015) the 
minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
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CL15/097 Letter of Thanks & Appreciation 
 

Thanks were received from the following: 
 
(a) Linda Clark (Clerk’s actions) 

 
(b) Amanda Giles (Information Sharing via Social Media) 

 
Resolved that the expressions of thanks are noted. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………      
 
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


