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Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee held on Monday 7 March 
2016 

 
Present Councillor TA Matthews (in the Chair). Councillors SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks, 

LJ Chaney, M Day, S Evans, M Johnston, R Kemp, J Rees, WJ Walker and 
DJ Williams 

 
 Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  
 
 The Chairman reported that Councillor WM Howell had been admitted to hospital 

but was due to be discharged soon. Members joined him in wishing her a speedy 
recovery. 

 
PF15/067 Apologies for Absence 
 
 Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillors SWJ Ashley (illness), 

WM Howell (illness) and R Jones (personal) 
 
PF15/068 Declarations of Interest 
 
 Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 

had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest. 
Councillor Rees declared an interest in Minute PF15/071 below and left the 
meeting consideration of that item. 

 
PF15/069 Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments and Bank Reconciliations 

(January 2016) 
  
 Members considered the above information. Background papers relating to 

the schedule of receipts and payments were available to allow members to 
scrutinise any transactions in more detail. 

 
 Issues raised by Members included: 
 

 Defibrillator Purchase (H02). Members noted that this asset would be 
available for use by the wider community. (see also Minute PF/051) 
 

 Christmas Entertainment (L06).  
 
 It was recommended that  
 

(1) the above information is noted. 
(2) the Events & Community Projects is asked to review the fees paid to 

providers of Pre-Christmas entertainment. 
 
PF15/070 Outstanding Debts 
   

The Clerk reported the current position in relation to outstanding debts, 
following a review he had undertaken as part of the preparation of the 
2015/16 Statement of Accounts. 
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Members were pleased to note that the overall position in relation to 
outstanding debts was relatively healthy, with no current debts being older 
than January 2016. The Clerk described the procedures put in place to 
recover outstanding debts. No current debts needed to be written off yet. 
 
It was recommended that the position is noted. 

   
PF15/071 Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRP) Annual Report – 

February 2016. 
  
 Councillor Rees declared an interest in this item and left the meeting during 

its consideration.  
 

Members considered the IRPW’s Annual Report, February 2016, which would 
have effect for the municipal year 2016/17, and covering letter from the Chair, 
John Bader. Members considered the draft report on 26 October 2015. 
(Minute PF15/032 refers). Section 10 of the Report (attached) relates 
specifically to Community and Town Councils.  
 

Members noted that Determinations 46 to 54 within the Report were 
permissive powers, each of which required a formal decision by the 
council. Where the council made such a decision, it must apply to all its 
members at the levels determined by the Panel. Members noted that 
an individual member may make a personal decision to elect to forgo 
part or all of the entitlement to any of these allowances by giving notice 
in writing to the proper officer of the council (that is, the Clerk). 
 
It is recommended that members adopt Determinations 46 to 54 as 
described above. 
 
It was recommended that the above information is noted. 
 

PF15/072 One Voice Wales Membership. 
 

Members considered a letter received from One Voice Wales, which included 
details of the Council’s membership fees for 2016/17. The fee payable would 
be £4,478 which was based on 15771 chargeable dwellings @ £0.284 per 
dwelling. 
 
The Chairman highlighted the important services delivered by One Voice 
Wales and the extent to which it was now recognised by Welsh Government 
as the authoritative voice of the Town & Community Councils sector. He also 
clarified the extent to which membership of One Voice Wales was addressed 
in the Charter which existed locally, confirming that it was not an express 
requirement of the Charter. 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the many current changes facing Town & 
Community Councils and highlighted the important role played by One Voice 
Wales in advising councils and lobbying on their behalf. 
 
Councillor Williams referred to the most recent One Voice Wales AGM, when 
the Council’s representatives’ opposition to increased fees was expressed. 
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Members sought clarification as to whether the figure of £0.284 was common 
across Wales or was unique to Cwmbran. 
 
It was recommended that: 
 
(1) payment of the membership fee for the Council’s membership of One 

Voice Wales in the sum of £4,478 is approved. 
 

(2) the clerk is instructed to seek clarification from One Voice Wales in 
relation to whether the figure of £0.284 was common across Wales or was 
unique to Cwmbran. 

 
PF15/073 Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 
 

Members considered a letter received from the SLCC which explained 
changes to the Society’s legal status in the light of the Trade Union Act. It was 
proposed to create a new legally independent trade union, to be known as 
The Association of Local Council Clerks, which would be responsible for 
offering employment advice & support. The SLCC would become a solely 
professional body unconstrained by trade union law. 
 
It was recommended that the information is noted.  

 
PF15/074 Council House Maintenance Matters 

 
The Clerk provided an oral update on current matters. Issues covered 
included: 
 

 repairs to blinds, an office lock and first floor lighting. 

 maintenance of external signage. 

 maintenance of first floor ladies toilets. 

 maintenance of planters (including replanting) 

The Clerk undertook to continue to report such matters to members on a 

regular basis. Members suggested that planned maintenance and inspection 

of the external signage is undertaken. 

It was recommended that the above information is noted. 

 
PF15/075 Sub Committee Minutes: Policy & Finance (Regeneration Projects) Sub 

Committee meeting 16 February 2016. 
 

Members considered the minutes of the above meeting. The Clerk reported 

that the fees to Torfaen County Borough Council of £28,500 referred to in the 

minutes had now been released. Members emphasised the importance of 

these works being seen as part of a rolling programme of work to ensure that 

high profile areas of the town did not become neglected. 
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Members also discussed the potential for working in partnership with other 

bodies such as Keep Wales Tidy to undertake low key landscaping projects 

such as vegetable planting. 

It was recommended that  
 
(1) the minutes are confirmed. 

 
(2) the potential to work in partnership with Keep Wales Tidy, as described 

above, is referred to the Environment, Sustainability & Planning 
Committee. 

 
PF15/076 Review of Digital Communications 

The Clerk drew attention to the extent to which digital solutions had made a 

cost effective and efficient contribution to the Council’s communication 

methods. The Council’s Facebook site was now “liked” by 840 users and 

recent postings about the fire at Coed Eva School and the new arrangements 

for the Summer Playscheme had attracted thousands of views. Digital 

solutions had also been a significant factor in the distribution arrangements 

for the Council’s recent Residents Handbook. 

Members considered other potential options for improving the Council’s 

performance and raising its digital profile. The committee supported the 

creation of a Council Twitter account to further improve the means by which 

the Council engaged with the community. The Clerk confirmed that he would 

seek advice form the Communications Team at Torfaen County Borough 

Council in relation to the opening of a Twitter account, and that its use would 

be carefully monitored. 

Members also considered the potential to change the Council’s internet 

domain name through the adoption of a suffix which confirmed the Council’s 

identity as a Welsh Community Council. This was part of a Welsh government 

initiative to promote consistency and improved understanding of the links 

between the layers of Government in Wales.  The Committee also considered 

the potential to provide all Members with a standard “Cwmbran” electronic 

address, such as surname.forename@cwmbran.gov.uk.  

Members considered a short preliminary report, which outlined some of the 

implications of these initiatives. The Clerk suggested that a more detailed 

report could be provided if these were matters which Members wished to 

examine further. 

It was recommended that: 

(1) the Clerk is instructed to make arrangements to create a Council Twitter 

account. 

mailto:surname.forename@cwmbran.gov.uk.
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(2) the Clerk is instructed to report back with further, detailed information on 

the practicalities of introducing changes to the domain name and creation 

of standardised e-mail addresses for Members, as described above. 

PF15/077 Vacancies on Governing Bodies 

Following previous discussions, Mr Mark Moore of 3 Lyncroft, Greenmeadow, 

Cwmbran had been appointed to sit as the Council’s representative on the 

Governing Body of Ysgol Gymraeg Cwmbran. (Minute CL15/080 refers)  Mr. 

Moore was a parent of a child at the school. It was understood that Mr. Moore 

was, however, unable to take up the position. 

Members noted that there also remained vacancies for representatives of the 

Council on a number of Governing Bodies. Members were asked to contact 

the Clerk with any nominations. Members discussed the role of School 

Governors and the support available. 

In relation to a vacancy on the Governing Body of Henllys Church in Wales 

Primary School, Henllys Community had asked if the Council would consider 

nominating a member of Henllys Community Council as a representative of 

Cwmbran Community Council on this Governing Body.  

It was recommended that: 

(1) the request that the Council nominate a member of Henllys Community 

Council as a representative of Cwmbran Community Council on the 

Governing Body of Henllys Church in Wales Primary School is supported.  

(2) the Clerk is instructed to raise awareness of the current vacancies in the 

Council’s representation on Primary School Governing Bodies by 

publicising details on the Council’s website and Social Media pages. 

(3) the details referred to in (2) above should include a link to the appropriate 

section of Torfaen County Borough Council’s web site about how to 

become a school governor and the role of a School Governor.  

(4) any persons nominated to sit as the Council’s nominated representatives 

on School Governing Bodies should first be approved by the Council. 

(5) the question of the difficulties in filling vacancies on primary School 

Governing Bodies is referred to Torfaen County Association of Local 

Councils (TCLAC) for wider discussion. 

PF15/078 Seminars & Meetings of Outside Bodies 

Members considered reports in relation to the following seminars and 

meetings of outside bodies, attended by representatives of the Council. 

(i) Torfaen LSB Tactical Group  
19 November 2015 & 21 January 2016 



Policy & Finance Committee 

Subject to Confirmation by Cwmbran Community Council 

29 

 

 
(ii) Torfaen Museum Trust       

26 January 2016 
 

(iii) Community & Town Council Engagement Event on the Draft Local 
Government (Wales) Bill 
2 February 2016 
 

(iv) One  Voice Wales Larger Councils Meeting 
17 February 2016 
 

It was recommended that the above reports are noted. 

 
 
 
Signed…………………………………. 
 
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 

 


