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Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday                      
11 May 2016 
 
Present  Councillor M Johnston (Chairman), Councillors: SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks,       

LJ Chaney, D Daniels, M Day, S Evans, R Jones, R Kemp, KK Manneh,     
TA Matthews, J Rees, R Seabourne, WJ Walker and TJ Winter 

 
Also David Collins (clerk to the Council)  

 
CL15/110 Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors J Davenne (work 
commitments), WM Howell (illness) and DJ Williams (personal) 
 
The Clerk drew attention to the fact that Councillor Howell had recently been 
absent from Council business due to ill health. The last meeting she attended 
was 11 January 2016. He reminded members that, if a member failed to 
attend a meeting throughout six consecutive months, he/she ceased to be a 
member of the Council. However, the Council could approve the member's 
absence before the end of the six month period. This would require the 
Council to pass a resolution to the effect that the absence of the Councillor 
concerned is approved by the Council enabling the Councillor to have a 
further six months from the date the current period ends to enable her to 
recover from her current period of ill-health. The resolution must be made 
before the end of the current six months’ time period. 
 
It was Resolved that the absence of the Councillor Howell is approved for a 
further six months from the date the current period ends to enable her to 
recover from her current period of ill-health 
 

CL15/111 Chairman’s Announcements 
 

The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 
 

 Llantarnam Residents “Spring in the Park.” 16 April 2016 

 Flag Raising: HM Queen’s 90 Birthday 21 April 2016 

 Knauf Eco Quiz  21 April 2016 

 Civic Dinner: Pontypool Community Council 22 April 2016 

 Cwmbran Baroque Singers 23 April 2016 

 Wings to Fly Drama: Congress Theatre 28 April 2016 

 All Creatures Great & Small Rehoming Day 30 April 2016 

 Two Locks Police Surgery  5 May 2016 

 Wildflower “Urban Buzz” Planting 6 & 9 May 2016 

 Torfaen Museum: Opening of the Pooler Room 7 May 2016 
 
The Chairman also reported that Liz Edwards (Clerical Officer) & Terry 
Bedford (Caretaker/Cleaner) had announced their retirement from the 
Council’s staff, with effect from 30 June 2016. Members paid tribute to the 
contribution made by Liz and Terry to the work of the Council over many 
years. 
 

CL15/112 Vice Chairman’s Announcements 
 
None 
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CL15/113  Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.  
 
Councillor S Brooks declared an interest in item 6062 on Planning List 1137 
referred to in Minute CL15/119 below (Environment, Sustainability & Planning 
Committee 13 April 2016). Councillor M Johnston declared an interest in 
Minute CL15/120 (Policy & Finance Committee 18 April 2016 below) 

 
CL15/114  Public Question Time 
 

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 
The Clerk also drew attention to new signage at the Council House explaining 
the position in relation to public attendance at and participation in, Council 
meetings. 
 

CL15/115  Cwmbran Policing Update  
 

The Chairman welcomed PC Tom Delaney to the meeting. 
 
PC Delaney updated members on various current initiatives, including 
collaborative work undertaken with South Wales Fire & Rescue, the 
replacement of the OWL messaging service with “Gwent Now” and current 
staffing matters. He also paid tribute to the Council for its financial backing for 
the “Friday Night Project” which sought to combat Anti-Social Behaviour in 
Fairwater.  
 
He reported statistics relating to crime and Anti-Social Behaviour, explaining 
the impact of new ways of recording incidents on the overall statistics. He 
also described positive outcomes in terms of Anti-Social Behaviour at 
Greenmeadow & Fairwater and forthcoming legislation to control the 
distribution of Legal Highs. He also reported a slight increase in burglaries at 
allotments. 
 
Issues raised by Members included: 
 

 welcome of the success of the Friday Night Project and positive 
outcomes in Fairwater and Greenmeadow. 

 progress in relation to solving crime at allotments. 

 concerns about possible crime at community halls and allotments 

 problems arising from “boy racers” in Fairwater and other factors which 
had contributed to Anti-Social Behaviour locally 

 vandalised shop fronts in Fairwater (PC Delaney agreed to contact the 
Member who raised this direct.)  

 inconsiderate parking at junctions. (The Clerk agreed to ask all members 
to provide him with details of any problem locations in order that the 
police could investigate.) 

 
The Chairman reminded all Members to provide the Clerk with details of any 
questions they wished to ask Police and Fire Service representatives in 
advance of the meeting, in order to help provide a more constructive debate.  
 
Resolved that PC Delaney is thanked for his attendance and willingness to 
answer questions. 
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CL15/116 Fire & Rescue Update  
 
 The Chairman welcomed Station Manager Tony Jackson, Station 

Commander – Cwmbran & Blaenavon (South Wales Fire & Rescue Service.) 
  
 Station Manager Jackson described the role of the Fire & rescue Service in 

relation to some of the Anti-Social Behaviour initiatives described in Minute 
CL15/115 above. He also outlined some of the means by which the Fire & 
Rescue sought to engage with young people. 

 
Incidents attended locally since 1 January 2016 included six Accidental 
Dwelling Fires, 12 Road Traffic Collisions, 29 incidents involving refuse, eight 
grass fires and 18 Special Service Calls. Station Manager Jackson explained 
the actions which the service took as a result of such incidents, which 
included joint working with the Police in relation to key locations. He also 
described work undertaken with local schools, such as carrying out School 
Arson Vulnerability Assessments.  

Issues raised by Members included: 

 concerns over fire risk at allotments  

 inconsiderate parking at junctions.  

 Arson Vulnerability Assessments at community buildings 
 

Resolved that Station Manager Jackson is thanked for his attendance and 
willingness to answer questions. 

 
CL15/117  Council Meeting 30 March 2016  
 

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
  
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.  

 
 

(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above meeting in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12,         
paragraph 12) 

 

CL15/118 Events & Community Projects Committee 4 April 2016 
   

Councillor Walker introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute ENT15/045 (Commemorative Plaque at Blaen Bran 
Woodland) the Clerk confirmed that he would be taking this forward following 
Council confirmation of the committee’s recommendation.  
 
In relation to Minute ENT15/048 (Big Event 11 June 2016), the Clerk 
confirmed that he had examined options for producing cards for distribution to 
local schools, to coincide with the Council’s intention to produce a “birthday 
card” for HM Queen for signing by members of the public at the Big Event. 
The Clerk explained that Pro-Copy had agreed to provide a large card for the 
Council (free of charge) but that they had reservations about producing 
individual cards for distribution to individual schools. The Clerk agreed to 
examine other options for involving local school children in the card-signing. 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

 
CL15/119  Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 13 April 2016  
  
 Councillor Jones introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
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Councillor S Brooks declared an interest in item 6062 on Planning List 1137 
referred to below. 

 
  
  Resolved that: 
 

(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 

(2) no objection is offered to Planning List 1137, apart from item 6061. 

 
(3) in relation to item 6061 on List 1137 (Use of land for siting of mobile food 

catering van at C B Cars, Grange Industrial Estate, Llantarnam) Members 
expressed concern at the proposal to site another mobile food catering 
van in this area, in view of the potential increase in litter, additional smells 
likely to arise and concerns over health and safety due to the proposed 
location. 

 
(4) no objection is offered to Planning Lists 1138. 

 
CL15/120 Policy & Finance Committee 18 April 2016 
 

Councillor Matthews introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute PF15/086 (Council House Maintenance Matters – Seeds 
donated by Bron Afon Grow Wild), the Clerk referred to underspending within 
the finance which the Council had allocated towards the creation of wildflower 
planting areas at Northville and Southville (Minute RGN 15/010 refers). The 
Council had been asked to consider allowing some of this money 
(approximately £180 to assist with supply of fruit trees and other materials to 
support Nant Celyn School’s Eco Club. 9councillor Johnston declared an 
interest in this item) 

 

 Resolved that: 
 

(1) that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 

(2) the use of money within funds already allocated towards wildflower 
planting for the works proposed at Nant Celyn School is supported. 

 
CL15/121 Letter of Thanks & Appreciation 
 

Thanks were received from the following: 
 

 
(a) Soul’d As Seen Community Choir. (Grant) 
(b) Cwmbran Park Bowls Club. (Advert) 
(c) Disability Advice Project .(Grant) 
(d) Congress Theatre Company .(Core Funding) 
(e) Samaritans  (Grant) 
(f) Dudley Kennedy (Retirement Gift) 

 
Resolved that the expressions of thanks are noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………      
 
(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


