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Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on 5 October 2016  
 

Present  Councillor KK Manneh (Chairman), Councillors: J Davenne, S Evans,            
R Jones, TA Matthews, J Powell, J Rees, D Standing, WJ Walker,               
DJ Williams and PJ Williams  

 
Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Facey (Administrative 
Officer) 

 
CL16/045 Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors SWJ Ashley 
(personal), S Brooks (holiday), LJ Chaney (illness) M Day (work) and                  
M Johnston (personal). 
 
The Chairman reported that he had asked the Clerk to convey the Council’s 
sympathies to Councillor Johnston following a recent close family 
bereavement.  
 

CL16/046 Chairman’s Announcements 
 
The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events: 
 

 ACS Swimming Club  17 September 2016  

 Members Visit to Blaen Bran Woodland 22 September 2016 

 Pontypool Community Council (Grants Evening) 30 September 2016 
 
The Chairman expressed his disappointment that more Members had been 
unable to visit Blaen Bran to view the environmental works funded by the 
Council. The Clerk drew attention to pictures of the visit, which had been 
posted on social media. 

   
CL16/047 Vice Chairman’s Announcements 

 
The Vice Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following 
events.  
 

 Members Visits to Playschemes   11 August 2016 

 Victoria Church (Awards Scheme)  26 August 2016 

 Code of Practice Training    1 September 2016 

 Members Well-Being Seminar    19 September 2016 

 Members Visit to Blaen Bran Woodland  22 September 2016 
 
The Vice Chairman paid tribute to the staff he had met when visiting the 
Playschemes. Members briefly discussed attendance figures for one site at 
this year’s Playschemes. The Clerk reminded Members that all Members had 
been invited to the next meeting of the Events & Community Projects 
Committee on 10 October 2016. The meeting would provide Members with an 
opportunity to comprehensively review the success of the Council’s 2016 
Summer Playschemes and determine a way forward. 
 

CL16/048 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.  
 
Any Declarations of Interest had to be made in writing, as described above. 

CL16/049 Public Question Time 
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In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 

 
CL16/050 Cwmbran Policing Update  
 

The Chairman welcomed Inspector David Morgan of Gwent Police to the 
meeting.  
 
Inspector Morgan presented statistics relating to incidents of crime and Anti-
Social Behaviour, explaining some of the factors which had led to an increase 
in crime recently. In particular, he described the activities of a group of young 
offenders who had been responsible for a series of incidents. He also referred 
to discussions held with local shopkeepers to improve procedures for 
recording and reporting crimes and a Dispersal Order introduced following 
incidents at Greenmeadow.  
 
He also updated Members on recent incidents in the town centre and a break-
in at Cwmbran Centre for Young People. Young offenders had been involved 
in several of these incidents.  
 
Inspector Morgan also referred to a number of recent dwelling burglaries and 
highlighted the pressures that the police now faced in dealing with such 
incidents, which brought a genuine threat, risk and harm to members of the 
public. 
 
Inspector Morgan also drew attention to Torfaen Community Safety 
Partnership’s proposal to introduce a Public Spaces Protection Order, which 
would allow anyone breaching its terms to be considered for arrest and 
prosecution. A period of consultation had been launched on 12 September 
2016, which was due to close on 12 October 2016. The Order had been 
proposed in response to a nuisance that was specific in nature at certain sites 
around Cwmbran town centre. Further details of the proposed Order, 
including a map, had been circulated to Members in advance of the meeting. 
A map showing the area of the proposed Order was also displayed at the 
meeting. 
 
Issues raised by Members included: 
 

 concerns at the difficulties in redressing the long term effects of crime by 
young people and the limited prospects of correcting such behaviour in 
certain individuals.  

 praise for the work of the PCSO at Pontnewydd and the work of the 
police at Greenmeadow. 

 clarification of the responsibilities for parking enforcement. 
 
Resolved that Inspector Morgan is thanked for his attendance and willingness 
to answer questions. 

 
CL16/051 Fire & Rescue Update  
  
 No representative from the Fire & rescue Service was able to attend. 
   
 
 
 
CL16/052 Council Meetings 27 July 2016 & 12 September 2016 
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The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 
  
Resolved that the minutes of the above meetings are confirmed.  

 
(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, paragraph 12) 

 

CL16/053 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 7 September 2016  
  
 Councillor Evans introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
  Resolved that: 
 

(1) Subject to the addition of Councillor DJ Williams to the names of 
Members who had submitted an apology for absence and, in Minute 
ESP16/018 (Seminars & Outside Bodies), the correction of the date of the 
meeting of Torfaen Environmental Association to 14 July 2016, the 
minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 

(2) no objection is offered to Planning List 1154. 
 
CL16/054 Policy & Finance Committee 12 September 2016 
 

(The Administrative Officer left the meeting for the consideration of this item) 
 
Councillor Manneh introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to minute PF16/037 (2) (Staffing Matters), the Clerk referred to the 
Administrative Officer’s application to work reduced (condensed) hours (35 
hours a week over 4 days.) The committee had supported this request for a 
trial period of three months. The Clerk reported that the Administrative Officer 
had since amended her application in order to work 37 hours a week over 4 
days. The Clerk supported this request and commented on the implications 
for the business continuity of the Council. He also reported that he had 
consulted the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the committee. 
Both were in support of the amended request. 

 

 Resolved that:  
 

(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
(2) the request by the Administrative Officer to work reduced (condensed) 

hours (37 hours a week over 4 days) is approved, for a trial period of three 
months. If this proved successful the arrangement could be made 
permanent. 
 

CL16/055 Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee 19 October 2016 
 

Members noted that, in consultation with the Chairman of the Grants to 
Voluntary Organisations Committee, the date of the next meeting had been 
moved to Wednesday 19 October 2016. The meeting would follow the 
meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee, which 
commenced at 6.00 pm.  
 
The Clerk advised that meetings of the Grants to Voluntary Organisations 
Committee usually followed meetings of the Events & Community Projects 
Committee but that, in order to allow Members as much time as possible to 
consider the 2016 Summer Playschemes at the next meeting of that 
committee, it had been agreed to move the meeting of the Grants to 
Voluntary Organisations Committee as outlined above. 
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Resolved that the action of the Chairman of the Grants to Voluntary 
Organisations Committee is endorsed. 

 
CL16/056 Letter of Thanks & Appreciation 
 

Thanks were received from the following: 
 
(a) Christopher Sandamas, Chief Clerk to HM The Queen. 
(b) Mrs Pat Edwards, 64 Llantarnam Road, Cwmbran by telephone (Task 

Force) 
(c) Jose Leyshon, 4 Wesley Street (Task Force)   
 
The Clerk drew attention to the letter from the Chief Clerk to HM The Queen. 
He advised that the letter had been received in response to the birthday card 
sent to Her Majesty by the Council on behalf of the people of Cwmbran. 
Signatures for the card had been collected from members of the public and 
VIPs etc. who had visited the Council’s stand at the 2016 Cwmbran Big Event. 
Members noted that a framed copy of the letter, alongside a photo montage of 
the card-signing activity, were on display at the Council’s offices. 
 
The Clerk also confirmed that expressions of thanks received from members 
of the public would help inform the current review of the operation of the 
Council’s Task Force (Minute PF16/038 refers) 

 
Resolved that the expressions of thanks are noted. 
 
 
 
 

Signed ……………………………… 
 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 
 

 
 
 
 


