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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 6 June 2018  

 
Present  Councillor KK Manneh (in the Chair), Councillors SWJ Ashley, AL Bird,          

SJ Brooks, PJ Cathcart, M Day, LG Johnston, M Johnston, M Villars and  
WJ Walker 

 
 Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) 
  
ESP18/001 Appointment of Chairman & Terms of Reference  
 

At a meeting of Council held on 23 May 2018, Councillor KK Manneh was 

appointed Chairman of this Committee for the Municipal Year 2018/19. 

Councillor M Johnston was appointed as Vice Chairman. 

Terms of Reference for the Committee were also agreed at the above 

meeting. 

It was recommended that the information is noted. 

ESP18/002 Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillors J Rees (work 
commitments). 

 
ESP18/003 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest.   
 
Councillor AL Bird declared a personal interest in Minute ESP18/006 
(Seminars & Outside Bodies) below. 

 
ESP18/004 Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 
 

(a) Local Development Plan (LDP) /Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): 
Progress. 
 
Members noted that, following the recent consultation on the Draft LDP 
Delivery Agreement, Torfaen County Borough Council would consider the 
final document on 26 June 2018; for endorsement and approval for 
submission to Welsh Government.  Welsh Government needed to 
approve the Delivery Agreement for Torfaen County Borough Council to 
commence a review of the LDP; which should be shortly after 
submission.  Torfaen County Borough Council would contact the Council 
after that time about how the Community Council could help shape the 
LDP. Members sought clarification about the extent to which observations 
submitted had been taken into account. 
 
Members also noted that a decision was also anticipated in July on 
whether to progress CIL or not at this time. 
 
Members also discussed arrangements to encourage Active Travel via  
Torfaen County Borough Council’s Active Travel Integrated Network Map 
and pressure on parking and infrastructure arising from recent 
applications for development. 
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It was recommended that  
 
(1) a seminar is arranged to update all Members on the progress and 

content of the LDP. 
 

(2) a report to update Members on Active Travel arrangements is 
submitted to the next meeting.  

 
(b) Planning Lists  

 
Members considered outstanding planning lists 1228 and 1229. 
 
It was recommended that no objection is offered in respect of lists 1228 
and 1229.  

 
(c) Planning Decisions of Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 
Members also noted that consultation had commenced on proposed 
changes to the Use Classes Order and Permitted Development rights.  
Members also discussed a recent application to develop the former Police 
HQ site. 
 
It was recommended that the decisions of Torfaen County Borough 
Council are noted.   

 
 ESP18/005  Neighborhood Services  
 

Members considered any matters for referral to Torfaen County Borough 
Council in relation to Neighbourhood Services matters. Members expressed 
their disappointment at the absence of the Executive Member from meetings, 
which they considered did not support collaboration and helpful exchange of 
information. 
 
Issues raised by Members included maintenance of parks and open spaces.   
 
It was recommended that  
 
(1) the Clerk submit a list of open spaces and parks in Cwmbran to the next 

meeting of the committee. 
 

(2) the Clerk submit a list of local voluntary groups associated with parks and 
open spaces in Cwmbran to the next meeting of the committee.  

 
ESP18/006 Seminars & Outside Bodies  

   (Councillor AL Bird declared a personal interest in this item) 

Members considered an oral report from Councillor SWJ Ashley on the work 

of the South Sebastopol Environmental Steering Group.  

Further meetings of the group were proposed but as information for future 

phases of the development was not yet available it was not possible to 

confirm the date of the next meeting. However the Council would continue to 

be invited to the meetings as and when they were arranged.  

It was recommended that  
 
(1) the information is noted. 
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(2) the work of the Steering Group remain as an item on future agendas for 

the committee. 
 

ESP18/007  Provisional Programme of Events 
 

Members noted that the Committee would host the Annual Schools Eco Quiz 
on Thursday 7 February 2019 at The Congress Theatre for local schools. This 
was an important means by which the Council promoted an understanding in 
the community of environmental matters and encouraged sustainable 
solutions. Further details would be reported to Members as they emerge. All 
Members are encouraged to attend and support the event. 
 
Members also noted that the Chairman of the Committee had been invited to 
attend the forthcoming “Celebration of Achievement Evening” at Cwmbran 
High School and donate a prize from the Council of £20 to the winner of the 
Environment Cup. 
 
Members discussed the Council’s wider programme of events (including the 
forthcoming Big Event on 9 June 2018) and drew attention to the fact that 
2019 would see the 70th anniversary of the development of Cwmbran. 
 
It was recommended that 
 
(1) the arrangements for the Eco Quiz are noted. 

 
(2) the donation of the sum of £20 to the winner of the Environment Cup is 

approved for the current year and future years.  
 

(3) further consideration is given to ways in which the 70th anniversary of 
Cwmbran could be commemorated. 

 
ESP18/008  Exclusion of the Press & Public  

 
In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it was 
agreed that the following matter be considered in private and that the power 
of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised. 
 

ESP18/009  Task Force 
 

Members therefore considered performance information about the recent 
work of the Task Force.  
. 
It was recommended that: the information is noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………….. 
(Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council) 
 
 


