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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday                      
20 June 2018 
 

Present  Councillor PJ Cathcart (Chairman). Councillors AL Bird, SJ Brooks, M Day, 
 M Johnston, KK Manneh, M Villars, WJ Walker and LE Williams. 

 
Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) & Clare Facey (Administration 
Officer) 

 
CL18/011 Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors SWJ Ashley (holiday) 
Rh Bennett (personal), J Davenne (personal), N Hopkins (work 
commitments), J Rees (work commitments) and DH Williams (sick). 

   
CL18/012 Announcements 

 
Councillor Cathcart announced that he had attended the following events: 
 

 Mayor’s Musical Night, Pontypool   3 May 2018  

 Canal Trust      23 May 2018 
 
(The Chairman indicated how much he had enjoyed each of the above 
events) 
 

 Review of Town & Community Council Sector   24 May 2018 
“Pop In” Event 
 
(The Chairman was disappointed at the low turn-out for this event) 

 
CL18/013 Vice Chairman’s Announcements 

 
The Vice Chairman announced that he had attended the following events:  
 

 Review of Town & Community Council Sector   24 May 2018 
“Pop In” Event 
 
(The Vice Chairman echoed the Chairman’s disappointment at the poor 

attendance from members of the public) 
 

 Brew Monster Brewery “Pop Up” Bar    1 June 2018 
 
(Members noted that the brewery had expressed an interest in discussing 
opportunities to work in partnership with the Council) 
 

 Roger Cecil, Art Exhibition     2 June 2018 
Llantarnam Grange Arts Centre  
 

 Cwmbran “Big Event”     9 June 2018 
 
(The Vice Chairman paid tribute to the hard work of the Council’s staff in 
promoting the Council at this event. Members considered that there should 
be greater acknowledgment at the event of the financial support provided 
by the Council) 
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CL18/014 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.  
 
Any Declarations of Interest had to be made in writing, as described above. 
 

CL18/015 Public Question Time 
 

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 

CL18/016 Cwmbran Policing Update 
  

The Chairman welcomed Inspector Philip O’Connell, Geographical Inspector, 
Torfaen Section, Cwmbran Police Station. 
 
Inspector O’Connell explained how the Police might be unable to continue to 
deliver some services which had traditionally provided locally in the past but 
he remained committed to providing a service which responded to “Threats, 
Risk and Harm.”  
 
Priorities included tackling domestic violence & modern day slavery and the 
impact of organised crime groups. Issues around the sale & circulation of 
drugs and neighbourhood policing would also remain priorities. Extra staff had 
been taken on to provide a pro-active service, which had proved beneficial in 
helping to reduce organised crime. The number of burglaries had also 
reduced in certain areas and Inspector O’Connell referred to the positive 
impact of police cadets in this respect. 
 
In responding to the Chairman’s enquiry about ways in which the Council 
could assist the local police, Inspector O’Connell underlined the importance of 
creating cohesive communities and changing people’s perceptions about the 
turning to criminal behaviour. Community events, such as those delivered by 
the Council, could help build positive community relations. Other ways in 
which the Council help included helping to identify potential venues to hold 
“Pop Up” events in the community, particularly in areas where police 
resources were most required. Any small financial support the Council could 
provide would also assist. 
 
Members suggested potential venues which could host the above “Pop Up” 
sessions, including the Council’s own premises. Inspector O’Connell referred 
to the “Hub” which had been established in Pontypool to provide a multi-
agency work space for Torfaen. Inspector O’Connell agreed to distribute 
copies of the Council’s Residents Handbook at the Hub. 
 
Other issues raised by Members included: 
 

 the work of community groups who were seeking to address concerns 
about anti-social behaviour in the vicinity of Cwmbran Park. (Inspector 
O’Connell agreed to provide Members with information about the Police 
and Crime Commissioner’s (PCC) Police Community Fund, which had 
been created to use monies obtained through the Proceeds of Crime Act to 
support organisations that worked with children and young people, in 
disadvantaged areas) 
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Resolved that Inspector O’Connell is thanked for his attendance and 
willingness to answer questions. 
 

CL18/017 Fire & Rescue Update  
  
 The Chairman welcomed Station Commander Steven Saunders of South 

Wales Fire & Rescue. 
 
 Station Commander Saunders was pleased to report a general reduction in 

the number of fires, road traffic accidents and false alarms locally.  
 
Issues raised by Members included: 
 

 any impact of the recent major fire in Newport on the resources of the fire 
service locally. 
 

 circumstances around the apparent reduction in grass fires locally. (Station 
Commander Saunders outlined some of the factors which contributed to 
grass fires, which were more likely to occur in spring and autumn than the 
summer. He also described some of the means by which the Fire & 
Rescue Service helped to minimise grass fires) 

 
Resolved that Station Commander Saunders is thanked for his attendance 
and willingness to answer questions. 

   
CL18/018 Council Meetings 9 May 2018 and 23 May 2018  
 

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings. 
 
Resolved that 
 
(1)  subject to the addition of (the words “and Association” to the title of 

Torfaen Environmental Trust” in Minute CL18/010 (13) (Appointment of 
Members to Serve on Outside Bodies) the minutes of the above meetings 
are confirmed. 
 

(2) the appointment of Councillor JS Davenne to the list of members 
appointed to the Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee is 
confirmed (Minute CL18/009 (2) (d)) (Review of the Chairmanship, 
Membership and Terms of Reference for Committees (including Ex Officio 
Members of Council Committees)). 
 

(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, paragraph 12) 

    
CL18/019 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 6 June 2018  
  
 Councillor KK Manneh introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 

Members noted that the Clerk was taking forward a number of matters 
referred to in the minutes, such as the progress on Active Travel 
arrangements, the LDP and details of parks and open spaces. 

 
 In relation to Minute ESP18/007 (2) (Provisional Programme of Events) 

Councillor Manneh reported that he was unable to attend the forthcoming 
“Celebration of Achievement Event Evening” at Cwmbran High School.” The 
Chairman of the Council agreed to attend in his place. 

  
  Resolved that: 
 

(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
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(2) no objection is offered to Planning List 1120  

 
CL18/020 Policy & Finance Committee 11 June 2018  

 
Councillor AL Bird introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute PF18/004 (Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments 
(March 2018 & April 2018), the Clerk reminded Members to notify him if they 
did not wish to receive payment of any of the Allowances to Members 
approved by the Council (IRP for Wales). 

 
 Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

 
CL18/021 Appointment of Members to Serve on Outside Bodies 
 

Resolved that Councillor SWJ Ashley is appointed serve on the 
Monmouthshire, Brecon & Abergavenny Canals Trust. 
 

CL18/022 Statement of Accounts 2017/18 and Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2018 
 
Members considered the financial accounts and Annual Return for the year 
ended the 31 March 2018, including Parts 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance 
Statement included within the Annual Return.  
 
The Accounts had been discussed in detail at a meeting of the Policy & 
Finance Committee of 11 June 2018. 
 
Members also considered a report of the Council’s internal auditor, dated 4 
June 2018. The Leader drew attention to the positive report provided by the 
Internal Auditor and thanked the Council’s staff for their work in preparing the 
accounts. He highlighted the need for the Council’s external auditor to 
undertake their work in a timely manner. The Clerk explained the external 
audit process for Members. 

 
Resolved that the Annual Statement of Accounts is approved and that the 
Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, together with the Chairman on behalf 
of the Council, signs the appropriate sections of the Annual Return for 
submission to the Council’s external auditor. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………… (Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


