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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 5 September 2018  

 
Present  Councillors SWJ Ashley, AL Bird, SJ Brooks, Rh M Bennett, M Day, F Jones, 

KK Manneh, J Rees, LM Ryan, M Villars and WJ Walker  
 
 Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Facey (Administration 

Officer) 
  
ESP18/018 Chairman 
 

In the absence of the Chairman (Councillor KK Manneh) and Vice-Chairman 
(Councillor M Johnston) of the committee, the Clerk invited nominations for a 
person the chair the meeting.  

 
Councillor SJ Brooks was appointed to chair the meeting. 

 
(Councillor SJ Brooks in the chair) 

 
ESP18/019 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillors PJ Cathcart 
(personal) and M Johnston (holiday)  

 
ESP18/020 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest.   

 
ESP18/021 Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 
 

(a) Planning Lists  
 

Members considered outstanding planning lists 1241 and 1242. The 
Clerk also briefly summarised Planning List 1243. 
 
It was recommended that no objections are offered in respect of lists 
1241, 1242 and 1243. 

 
(b) Planning Decisions of Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 
Members considered the Planning Decisions. 
 
It was recommended that the planning decisions are noted.   
 

(c) Torfaen Replacement Local Development Plan - Call for Candidate 
Sites  
 
Members considered a report which explained that Torfaen County 
Borough Council had commenced work on its Replacement Local 
Development Plan (LDP). The LDP would identify land to meet 
Torfaen’s development needs for the next 15 years including 
development proposals for housing, employment, retail, leisure, 
minerals, waste, transport, recreation & community facilities, etc.  
The replacement LDP would guide future development in the 
County Borough up to 2033.   
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Torfaen County Borough Council had invited submissions from 
organisations, developers, landowners and the public for sites that 
could be included for new development, re-development or 
protection in the replacement Torfaen LDP.  These sites were 
known as “candidate sites” and would be considered against a Site 
Assessment Methodology for potential inclusion within the 
LDP. The deadline for submissions was 1 October 2018. 
 
The Vice-Chairman of the Council advised that he had begun the 
process of submitting a Candidate Site and expressed his 
disappointment that a fee of £200 had been put in place in relation 
to officer meetings held to discuss any proposals. Members 
considered that this could act as a deterrent to members of the 
public and community organisations who wished to engage in the 
process. 
 
Members also discussed the lack of suitable housing land available 
locally and the impact this had on housing waiting lists. Members 
discussed the need for affordable housing locally and the pressure 
to balance development with the protection of open spaces. 
 
It was recommended that: 
 
(1) the Clerk ask Torfaen County Borough Council to request that 

consideration is given to waiving the fee of £200 for officer advice 
given to members of the public and community organisations in 
relation to Candidate Sites. 
 

(2) the Clerk is instructed to write to the Minister for Housing and 
Regeneration (Welsh Government) expressing the Council’s concern 
at the impact of the housing crisis locally and the importance of 
ensuring a sufficient supply of affordable housing.   
 

(d) Pre Application Consultation. Former Blenheim School, Blenheim Road, 
St Dials. 17 Affordable Homes (Melin Homes) 
 
Members considered information submitted as pre-application 
consultation in respect of the proposed development at former Blenheim 
School, St Dials. 
 
It was recommended that the proposals are noted 
 

(e) Tree Preservation Order No. 183  
 

(Councillor KK Manneh arrived during the consideration of this item. It was 
agreed that Councillor SJ Brooks would continue in the chair for the 
remainder of the meeting.) 
 
Members noted that a new Tree Preservation Order No. 183 had been 
made on 6 August 2018 on trees at Llantarnam Community Primary 
School. Relevant documentation has been passed to the Ward Members. 
Observations were to be submitted by 14 September 2018. A Ward 
Member indicated his support for the proposals.  

The Ward Member also referred to a tree in Llantarnam which he had 
nominated for a Woodland Trust “Tree of the Year” award. Torfaen 
County Borough Council had denied owning the tree but it was situated 
on a school playing field. The Woodland Trust needed to contact the 
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owner of the land to take forward the nomination. The Ward Member was 
concerned that the nomination would now not be taken forward. 

    It was recommended that  

(1) Tree Preservation order 183 is noted.  

(2) the Clerk is instructed to write to the Woodland Trust to confirm the 
Council’s view that the tree in question is situated on land owned by 
Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 
ESP18/022  Neighborhood Services  

 
A Member referred to issues he had raised recently in relation to various 
Neighbourhood Services matters and asked about progress.  These included 
policies in relation to hedge cutting, sheep & horses grazing at Llwyncelyn 
Cemetery and dog control at the boating lake. The Clerk confirmed that he 
had raised the matters with the Executive Member of Torfaen County 
Borough Council and that a reply was awaited. Members discussed the 
performance of the private contractor engaged by Torfaen County Borough 
Council to assist with Neighbourhood Services matters. 
 
Members also discussed the policies of Torfaen County Borough Council in 
relation to weed control and the use of Glyphosate. Members noted that 
Torfaen County Borough Council’s Cleaner Communities Overview & Scrutiny 
Committee would be considering this matter. The committee would be looking 
at the Council’s review of the current policy on the use of glyphosate at its 
meeting on 14 November 2018. 
 
It was recommended that; 
 

(1) the Clerk is instructed to make further enquiries in relation to the above 
matters previously referred to the Executive Member. 
 

(2) the Clerk is instructed to request that the Executive Member attends a 
future meeting of this committee to discuss the policies of Torfaen County 
Borough Council in relation to weed control. 

 
ESP18/023 Maintenance of Parks and Open Spaces 

 
On 6 June 2018, Members discussed the Maintenance of Parks & Open 
Spaces (minute ESP 18/005 refers).  Members had requested a list of open 
spaces and parks to help consider the matter. 
 
Members considered draft information received from Torfaen County Borough 
Council which identified areas of open space and details of users associated 
with each site. (The information was not for publication as it was in a draft 
format)  
 
It was recommended that: 
 
(1) Members consider the information provided and contact the Clerk with 

details of any additional areas of parkland or open space not included with 
the information. 
 

(2) revised information which incorporates any information received from 
Members is reported to the next meeting of this committee. 

 
ESP18/024  Seminars & Outside Bodies  
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Councillor SWJ Ashley confirmed that no meetings of the South Sebastopol 
Steering Group had taken place recently. 

 

It was recommended that the position is noted. 

ESP18/025  Exclusion of the Press & Public  
 

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it was 
agreed that the following matter be considered in private and that the power 
of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised. 
 

ESP18/026  Task Force 
 

Members considered performance information about the recent work of the 
Task Force.  
 
Members noted that the Task Force would be ceasing the gardening service 
during September and switching over to decorating. Gardening would resume 
in the spring. Members suggested that some gardening work could still be 
undertaken during the coming weeks if weather permitted. 
. 
It was recommended that: the information is noted. 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………….. 
(Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council)  
 


