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Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 13 
February 2019 
 
Present  Councillor PJ Cathcart (Chairman). Councillors SWJ Ashley, AL Bird,            

SJ Brooks, JS Davenne, M Day, N Hopkins, F Jones, KK Manneh, RD Kemp, 
LM Ryan, M Villars, WJ Walker, DH Williams and LE Williams  
 
Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  

 
CL18/076 Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors Rh B Bennett 
(personal), M Johnston (sickness) and J Rees (work commitments),   

   
CL18/077 Announcements 
 

Councillor Cathcart announced that he had attended the following events: 
 

 Torfaen Voluntary Alliance     14 January 2019  

 Holocaust Memorial Service – Blaenavon   25 January 2019  
 

CL18/078 Vice Chairman’s Announcements 
 

The Vice Chairman announced that he had attended the following events:  
 

 Carol Service, Ebenezer Evangelical Church 23 December 2018 

 John Fielding memorial Service   19 January 2019 

 Holocaust Memorial Service – Blaenavon  25 January 2019  

 Northville Community Group Coffee Morning 31 January 2019 

 Schools Eco Quiz     7 February 2019  
(The Vice Chairman paid tribute to the hard work of the Council’s staff in 
delivering a successful event) 
 

CL18/079 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they 
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.  
 
Any Declarations of Interest had to be made in writing, as described above. 
 

CL18/080 Public Question Time 
  

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014, 
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 

CL18/081  Cwmbran Policing Update 
  

The Chairman welcomed Inspector Phillip O’Connell of Gwent Police. 
 
Inspector O’Connell made particular reference to Organised Crime Groups 
(OCGs) locally. He described the culture of OCGs and outlined some of the 
areas where they were active, such as drug dealing. He also described some 
of the initiatives in place, the work of OCGs and police tactics based on the 
“4Ps” of Pursue, Protect, Prevent and Prepare. Other initiatives included 
identifying children via Multi Agency Pupil Intervention (MAPI) schemes in 
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primary schools. Inspector O’Connell asked Members to encourage the 
community to come forward to help identify and combat the work of OCGs. 
 
Issues raised by members included: 
 

 how multi agency work operated across local authority boundaries. 
(Inspector O’Connell referred to the work of the Community Safety Hub at 
Pontypool, which was being followed as an example of Best Practice 
across Wales.) 

 multi agency work in schools. 

 the scale of the problem of drug use locally. (Inspector O’Connell did not 
consider there to be a significant problem in relation to the use of hard 
drugs locally.) 

 ways in which the public could contact the police if they had concerns 
about OCGs. (Inspector O’Connell encouraged people to contact CSOs or 
dial 101. Crimestoppers could also help.)  

 
Resolved that Inspector O’Connell is thanked for his attendance and 
willingness to answer questions. 
 

CL18/082 Fire & Rescue Update  
  

The Chairman welcomed Station Commander Paul Simmons of South Wales 
Fire & Rescue Service.  
 
Station Commander Simmons provided an overview of recent matters relating 
to the work of the Fire & Rescue Service locally. He made particular reference 
to the impact of deliberate fires and measures in place to reduce accidental 
dwelling fires. Work took place with schools to raise awareness. He also 
described measures to reduce the number of road traffic accidents and 
described the “Fire Fighter for a Day” initiative to help raise awareness of fire 
fighting amongst young people and reducing instances of unwanted fire 
signals. He also mentioned the use of drones which the service had use of 
from Mid and West Wales Fire Service as well as from Gwent Police on 
request. 
 
Issues raised by Members included  
 

 Fire service attendance at community events.  

 the role of the media in reporting anti-social behaviour against fire crews. 

 age profiles for work with schools (Station Commander explained that this 
mainly featured year 6 and 7 pupils.) 

 grassland fires and wildlife crime (A new team had been set up to deal with 
issues affecting wildlife) 

 opportunities to encourage volunteers, especially in relation to mountain 
fires. (Station Commander explained that, in relation to using volunteers for 
spotting wildfires, this was not something he would encourage due to the 
health and safety issues and risks. Volunteers were utilised at community 
events to help raise Fire Safety Awareness.  
 

Resolved that Station Commander Simmons is thanked for his attendance 
and willingness to answer questions. 

   
CL18/083 Council Meeting 19 December 2018  
 

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
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In relation to Minute CL18/072 (2) (Events & Community Planning Projects 
Committee 8 October 2018), the Clerk agreed to circulate responses to the 
Council’s concerns about the absence of a parade at the John Williams 
(Fielding) Act of Remembrance. 
 
Resolved that, subject to the deletion of the word “Day” where it appears in 
Minute CL18/072 (Events & Community Planning Projects Committee 8 
October 2018) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.  

 
(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, paragraph 12) 

    
CL18/082 Events & Community Projects Committee 7 January 2019 
 
  Councillor M Day introduced the minutes of the above meeting.  
 
 In relation to Minute ECP18/034 (Committee Estimates 2019/20), Members 

noted the recommendations of the Council’s Policy & Finance Committee of 
21 January 2019 (Minute PF18/067 refers) 

  
  Resolved that subject to further consideration of the amendments to the 

Committee Estimates proposed by the Policy & Finance Committee (Minute 
PF18/067 refers) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 

 
CL18/083 Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee 7 January 2019 
 
  Councillor WJ Walker introduced the minutes of the above meeting. He 

reminded Members that the committee would review the Grant Awarding 
Criteria at the next meeting. 

   
  Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 
CL18/084 Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 16 January 2019 
  
 Councillor KK Manneh introduced the minutes of the above meeting.  
 

 In relation to Minute ESP18/045 (d) (Planning, Highways, Footpaths and 
Licensing Matters: Notice of Footpath Closures, Woodland Walks, through to 
Llantarnam Abbey), Members noted that a letter would be sent to Fiona Ford 
at Torfaen County Borough Council following Council consideration of the 
minutes of the committee meeting. 
 
In relation to Minute ESP18/045 (d) (Planning, Highways, Footpaths and 
Licensing Matters), Members also referred to recent Pre Application 
Consultation about the proposed redevelopment of Cwmbran Bus Depot. The 
Clerk agreed to resend information about the proposals to all Members in 
view of the strategic importance of the site. Observations were to be 
submitted by 22 February 2019. Progress would be reported to the next 
meeting of the committee. 
 
In relation to Minute ESP18/048 (Parks & Open Spaces), Members referred to 
discussions held with Henrietta Lucas of Torfaen County Borough Council and 
suggested that she is asked to attend a future meeting of the committee to 
discuss the Open Space Assessment and Mapping Exercise.  

 
  Resolved that 
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(1) subject to the deletion of the word “LARCS” and the substitution of the 
words “Gwent Wildlife Trust” in Minute ESP18/045 (d), the minutes of the 
above meeting are confirmed. 

 
(2) no objection is offered to Planning Lists 1261, 1262 and 1263.  

 
CL18/085 Policy & Finance Committee 21 January 2019 
 

Councillor SWJ Ashley introduced the minutes of the above meeting. 
 

 Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed. 
 

CL18/086 Revenue Estimates 2019/20 

Members considered the Council’s Revenue Estimates and Precept for the 
forthcoming year.  

Members considered estimated and actual expenditure for previous years 
and estimated information regarding the Council’s Reserves. The Clerk 
explained that the budget was based on estimated expenditure. He explained 
how some costs (for example relating to Codes H06 and I05) continued to 
come forward or were still awaited.) 

Members noted that Proposed Fees and Charges were reported to the 
Council’s Policy & Finance Committee on 3 December 2018 (Minute 
PF18/058 refers.) and that details of Earmarked and General Reserves were 
reported to the Council’s Policy & Finance Committee on 21 January 2019 
(Minute PF18/067 refers) 

Following a vote (13-1) the Estimates were approved. (Councillor Fay Jones 
had left the meeting before consideration of this item.) 

Resolved that 

(1) The 2019/20 Estimates are approved.  

(2) The Precept for 2019/20 is confirmed £651,495.00 (£50.23 Band D 
equivalent) 

(3) Details of Earmarked and General Reserves are noted and confirmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Signed ……………………………… (Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


