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Minutes of a Meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee of Cwmbran Community 
Council held on Monday 8 July 2019 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber, Cwmbran 
Community Council, Ventnor Road, Cwmbran NP44 3JY 
 
Present Councillor SWJ Ashley (in the Chair), Councillors AL Bird, SJ Brooks, PJ 

Cathcart, M Day, LG Johnston, KK Manneh, and DH Williams   
 

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  
 
Absent  Councillors RhM Bennett, N Hopkins, M Johnston, M Villars and WJ Walker  
 
(No Public Participation Session was held at this meeting) 
 
PF19/018 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillors N Hopkins (sickness), 
M Johnston (personal), M Villars (holiday) and WJ Walker (personal). 

 
PF19/019 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest.   
 
Councillor SWJ Ashley declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute PF19/024 
(Greenmeadow Show 8 September 2019) below and Minute PF19/025 
(Regeneration Proposal). He remained in the meeting during the discussion 
of each item. 

 
PF19/020 Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments (May 2019)  
 

Members considered the above information, including bank reconciliation.  
 
Issues raised by Members included: 
 

 Cwmbran Big Event – Income from Stallholders (L05) 
 
Members noted that a detailed report on income & expenditure would be 
submitted to the Events & Community Projects Committee. The Clerk also 
described how future income & expenditure relating to the Big Event would be 
shown in quarterly monitoring information submitted to Members. 
 
It was recommended that the information is noted. 

 
PF19/021 Forthcoming Challenges: Summary of Forthcoming Issues: 
 

Members considered brief reports on a number of forthcoming issues, as follows: 
 
 

(i) Website Accessibility Regulations  
  

The Clerk updated Members on progress in updating the Council’s 
website in preparation for the new regulations. This included the 
preparation of an Accessibility Statement.  
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Members discussed the overall look and feel of the Council’s website with 
particular reference to archiving of historic records such as minutes and 
agendas. The Clerk confirmed that he was examining options for the 
most effective means of archiving material on the site. Members also 
confirmed the need for all Members to be provided with copies of relevant 
Council policies and procedures. 
 
It was recommended that a further report is submitted outlining the 
Council’s legal obligations in relation to storing information on line. 

 
(ii) Governance & Accountability for Local Councils in Wales: A 

Practitioners Guide 2019 Edition 
 

Members noted the current Guide was under review. The new guide was 
expected to be available by the end of July 2019. New guidance would be 
included relating to fixed assets. 
 
It was recommended that the position is noted. 
 

(iii) Making Tax Digital 
 
Members noted that HMRC was making a number of changes to the tax 
regime, which included the introduction of Making Tax Digital for VAT by 
1 October 2019. 
 
It was recommended that progress in relation to the above is reported to 
the next Council meeting. 

 
PF19/022 Maintenance Matters  

 
Members were pleased to note that the Clock Tower outside the Council 
House had now been repaired. 
 
Members also noted that the raised planters outside the Council House had 
been replanted. Plants chosen included species which were attractive to bees 
and other insects. Members discussed other maintenance matters, such as 
the condition of the metal fencing at the rear of the premises. 
 
It is recommended that the information is noted. 
 

PF19/023 Torfaen Public Services Board (PSB) Annual Report 
 

Members noted that the above report had been published on 3 July 2019. 
(Minute PF19/010 refers). Electronic and hard copies had been provided to all 
Members. A series of short films from members of the Board had also been 
produced. The films included a contribution from Councillor SJ Brooks about 
the role of town & community councils. The information was also available via 
the Council’s website.  
 
Some Members expressed disappointment that the hard copies of the PSB 
Annual Report had been produced in black & white copies, which they 
considered detracted from the colour-coded information included. Full colour 
copies had been circulated electronically. 
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The Clerk also distributed hard copies of the Council’s Annual Report, which 
demonstrated ways in which the Council contributed to the wider goals of the 
PSB (Minute PF19/009 refers). Members welcomed the detailed information 
included within the PSB Annual Report and the Council’s Annual Report. 
 
It was recommended that; 
 
(1) a progress report about the work of the PSB and in particular, the 

implications for Town & Community Councils, is submitted to the next 
meeting of the committee. 
 

(2) Members are given the opportunity to request a colour copy of the PSB 
Annual Report if they require one. 

 
PF19/024 Greenmeadow Show 8 September 2019 

 
 Councillor SWJ Ashley declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item. He  
            remained in the meeting during the discussion.  
 

Members gave further consideration to a request to sponsor the Jeff Williams 
Shield in the above show (Minute PF19/013 refers). The shield was awarded 
for the most points achieved in the children’s classes. (£513 in total.). The 
shield had been unsponsored in previous years but Cwmbran Community 
Council had provided sponsorship in the past. The award covered a range of 
different craft activities. The Chairman of the Council offered to attend the 
event to demonstrate the Council’s support. 
 
Members also discussed start times for meetings of the Greenmeadow 
Community Farm Shadow Board, upon which the Council was represented. 
The Chairman undertook to rearrange the start times to a time more 
convenient to those in full time employment. 
 
It was recommended that the sponsorship of the above Shield in the sum of 
£515 is approved. (Local Government Act 1972 s145) 

 
PF19/025 Regeneration Proposal 
 

Councillor SWJ Ashley declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item. He 
remained in the meeting during the discussion. 

 
Members considered a proposal to support access improvements to 
Tynewydd Farm Close. The project would provide particular benefit to 
disabled persons.  The Chairman of the Council elaborated on the proposal 
and potential funding, maintenance and arrangements. 
 
Members discussed the proposal in the context of Torfaen County Borough 
Council’s role as Highway Authority.  Members discussed the precedent 
which could be set by supporting such an initiative. Members considered that 
any funds agreed by the Council should not be paid until the works had been 
undertaken. Councillor Manneh asked that his opposition to the proposal is 
recorded in the minutes.  
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Members commended the work of local members in seeking to deliver a 
solution to this matter but considered that further enquiries should be made 
about the powers available to the Council. 
 
It was recommended that the Clerk make further enquiries about the powers 
available to the Council to implement the proposal. 

 
PF19/026 Seminars & Outside Bodies  
 

Members received an oral report from Councillor SWJ Ashley in relation to 
the following:  
 
(i) Larger Councils in Partnership Committee  13 June 2019  

 
Members noted that Welsh Government grant funding had been awarded 
to support a mapping exercise of community facilities by Torfaen 
Voluntary Alliance. 
 

It was recommended that  
 
(1) the report is noted. 

 
(2) the outcome of the above mapping exercise is reported to Members. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Signed …………………………….. 
(Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council)  

 
 


