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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 

Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 11 June 2014  

 

Present  Councillor R Jones (in the Chair), Councillors SWJ Ashley, S Brooks,         
WM Howell, M Johnston, N Salkeld and WJ Walker   

Also Councillor TA Matthews and Torfaen County Borough Council Councillor 
J Cunningham  

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Rowles (Administration 
Officer)  

 

ESP14/001 Appointment of Chair 

Members noted that, at a meeting held on 21 May 2014, the Council 
appointed Councillor M Day to chair this committee for the current municipal 
year. Councillor R Jones was appointed Vice Chairman 

 

ESP14/002 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillor J Davenne, M Day 
(personal), S Evans (Civic Duties), D Standing and TJ Winter.  

 

ESP14/003 Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest. 

 

ESP14/004 Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 

(a) Planning & Highways Matters 

Members considered outstanding planning lists 1046 and 1047 

It was recommended that no objections be made to the applications on 

list 1046 apart from in relation to item 5704 (members offered no objection 

to this application provided the development was not too high and did not 

interfere with neighbours). Members noted that the closing date for receipt 

of observations in respect of item 5706 had passed, but asked that the 

Council’s previous concerns in relation to this development are re-iterated 

to Torfaen County Borough Council. 

It was recommended that no objection be made to the application on list 

1047. 
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(b) Schedule of Torfaen County Borough Council Planning Decisions 

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County 
Borough Council.  

It was recommended that the decisions be noted. 

(c) Footpath at Court Farm  

Members considered progress in relation to the Council’s application for 
an Order under Section 53 (2) of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 to 
modify the Definitive Map & Statement for the area by the addition of a 
footpath at Court Farm Road. Members noted that the Clerk had met the 
Footpaths Officer on site, with Councillor Walker, and clarified the 
procedural requirements to take the application forward. The Council 
would be required to provide evidence of the use of the path over a twenty 
year period.  

It was recommended that the above action be endorsed and the Clerk to 
the Council continues to take these matters forward, in accordance with 
the Council’s earlier decision. (minute CL13/115 refers) 

 

ESP14/005 Neighbourhood Services Matters  

Members welcomed Councillor John Cunningham (Torfaen County Borough 
Council’s Executive Member for Neighbourhood Services and Performance) 
to the meeting, who reported on the following issues: 

 Public consultation on black bins 

 Paper banks 

 Personalisation of graves 

 Flooding 

 Bus services 

  Issues raised by members included: 

 Concerns at action to deal with flooding in Fairwater and new housing 
in Llantarnam and responsibilities for preventing flooding. 

 Concerns over the absence of a bus service which stopped at the 
cemetery. 

 Mounds of soil left on and around graves. 

 Recycling and Food Waste collection arrangements. 

 

It was recommended that the report is noted.  
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ESP14/006 Torfaen Environmental Partnership 

Councillor Ashley reported brief details of issues discussed at Torfaen 
Biodiversity Day, current issues in relation to Blaen Bran woodlands and a 
forthcoming event entitled “Incredible Edible.”  

It was recommended that Councillor Ashley provide the Clerk with full details 
so that a report to members could be prepared. 

 

ESP14/007 Licensing Matters  

Members considered a schedule of recent applications received by Torfaen 
County Borough Council. Members agreed to review the extent to which this 
was a useful item to report to the committee, given that a number of the 
events referred to had now taken place and other recent changes to the 
licensing regime. 

It was recommended that the information is noted. 

  

ESP14/008 Fairwater High School Awards Ceremony 

Members noted that the Head Teacher of the above school had invited the 
Chair of this committee to attend the Annual Awards Ceremony on 26 June 
2014 to present the school’s “Services to Environment” Cup. The school had 
also asked if the Council would consider a donation to enable a voucher to be 
presented with the cup.  

It was recommended that  

(1) The chairman of the committee is asked to attend the ceremony to 
present the cup. 

(2) A donation of £50 is made to the school.  

 

ESP14/009 Seminars - Torfaen County Borough Council/Community Councils 
Focus Group 28 April 2014 

Members considered a report in relation to the above seminar.  

It was recommended that  

(1) the report is noted. 

(2) future reports on seminars etc.be also included on “Members Matters” so 
that members received prompt details of issues discussed. 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


