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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 

Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 10 September 2014  

 

Present  Councillor S J Brooks, M Day (in Chair), S Evans, M Howell, M Johnston,       
R Jones, KK Manneh, T A Matthews, WJ Walker and T J Winter 

Also Clare Rowles (Administration Officer)  

 

ESP14/018 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors S Ashley (personal),  
J Davenne (work commitments), N Salkeld (personal) and D Standing 
(personal). 

 

ESP14/019 Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest. 

 

ESP14/020 Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 

(a) Planning & Highways Matters 

Members considered outstanding planning lists 1057 and 1058.   

It was recommended that no objections are made in respect of lists 1057 

and 1058 with the exception of item 5737 where objections are raised, 

which have previously been sent to TCBC Planning department. 

(b) Schedule of Torfaen County Borough Council Planning Decisions 

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County 
Borough Council.  

It was recommended that the decisions be noted. 

 

ESP14/021 Neighbourhood Services Matters  

Members welcomed Councillor John Cunningham (Torfaen County Borough 
Council’s Executive Member for Neighbourhood Services and Performance) 
to the meeting, who reported on the following issues and provided a full 
report:- 
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 Public Consultation on Black Bin Collections  

The consultation into the future of black bin collections in Torfaen 
generated 1,482 responses online, over the phone, or at roadshows 
held across the Borough. 

The options residents were asked to consider were: 

- Maintain a fortnightly collection but with a smaller, 140 litre wheelie    
bin 

- A fortnightly collection of two refuse bags per household 

- A monthly collection using the existing 240 litre black wheelie bin 

These options were selected as they represented the best chance of 
meeting future Welsh Government recycling targets and avoiding 
significant fines. 

Torfaen currently recycled 52% of its waste (which is the current 
statutory target) and needs to increase this to 58% in 2015/16, and 
70% by 2025. 

A total of 1093 people stated a preference for a fortnightly collection 
with a smaller bin, 98 for fortnightly collections with refuse bags, and 
186 for a monthly collection with the existing black bin. 

The consultation was fully scrutinised in July and a final report would 
be presented to Council to make a decision on the 21st October 2014. 

 New Skate Park under Construction 

Construction of a brand new concrete skate park had begun at 
Northfields Recreation Ground.  The new park has been designed with 
input from local skaters and will contain a variety of obstacles for all 
wheeled sports including skateboards, BMX bikes, scooters and 
rollerblades.  

The build is expected to take around 17 weeks and has been funded 
with Section 106 money from local housing development.  

The new skate park would replace the existing wooden park at 
Cwmbran Boating Lake which had become expensive to maintain and 
requires constant repairs. 

 Cwmbran Park Drop-in Session 

Cwmbran Park is set to have a new lease of life thanks to an injection 
of £103,000 from the Big Lottery Fund to install new play equipment.  
Before work can begin, the Friends of Cwmbran Park want local 
residents to get involved and have their say on what kind of play 
equipment they would like to see in the park.  

The group is holding a drop-in session at Cwmbran Park Bowls 
pavilion on Thursday 18th September 2014 between 4.30 pm and        
7 pm. 
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 Grass Banks 

For the past year, Officers within Neighbourhood Services, working 
alongside colleagues in Health and Safety, have undertaken a re-
assessment of working practices on grass banks.  This was a result of 
Health and Safety guidance following a potentially fatal accident last 
year involving one of Torfaen’s operatives on a ride-on mower.  
Concerns about working practices on some of the banks were also 
raised by the GMB union. 

There had been a relatively small number of banks that had been 
unable to be cut as traditionally done so, as a result Torfaen County 
Borough Council had devised a short and long term plan for these 
banks.  The short term plan was to engage on a one-off basis the 
services of a contractor with specialist equipment and specially trained 
staff to cut the banks that the Council were unable to access.    The 
longer term plan was to re-plant these banks with low lying no/low 
maintenance shrubs, which would remove the issue. 

 Bring Sites 

Torfaen County Borough Council has plans to remove the bring sites 
within Torfaen, as they are often the subject of abuse, creating an 
eyesore within our communities. 

As a reminder of the current plans, Torfaen are working on a proposal 
to roll-out a recycling service to those remaining flats in the Borough 
that do not have a kerbside recycling service.  Once that has been 
rolled out TCBC will turn their attention to removing the bring sites. 

Timing of this and the implementation of the reduced residual capacity 
(smaller black rubbish capacity) will also need to be carefully 
considered and it is intended to remove the bring sites before the 
Council roll-out the reduction to black waste to discourage fly tipping 
at these sites.  The Council will provide more detail on this once they 
are in a position to turn attention to removing the bring sites. 

 Resurfacing Works 

A list of scheduled resurfacing works due to commence in Cwmbran, 
along with the estimated start dates:-   

  1 Ty Newydd Avenue/Clarke Avenue – 2/10/14 

  2  Cocker Avenue/Waun Road – 3/10/14 

  3  Upper Cwmbran Road/Mountain Road – 6/10/14 

  4  Pettingale Road, Croesyceiliog – 9/10/14 

  5  Plantation Drive/Llantarnam Road – 13/10/14 

  6  Trosnant Street (Night working) – 14/10/14 

  7  Tudor Road (Night working)- 15/10/14 

  8  Turnpike Road, Croesyceiliog – 21/10/14 
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Torfaen is also carrying out a signage and lining scheme on Parkway 
roundabout commencing next week.  The lining works will be 
completed overnight and are likely to need a partial closure with a 
signed diversion, with the signing works being able to be undertaken 
without traffic management.  This is a part of Welsh Government 
funded Road Safety Grant Schemes.  

Councillor Cunningham was happy to answer member’s questions. 

It was recommended that Councillor Cunningham be thanked for his full and 
informative report.  

 

ESP14/022 Torfaen Environmental Partnership 

To be deferred to the next meeting noting Councillor Ashley’s absence. 

 

ESP14/023 Licensing Matters  

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County 
Borough Council.  

It was recommended that the decisions be noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council) 


