Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee

Subject to Confirmation by Full Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 3 December 2014

Present

ESP14/032

ESP14/033

ESP14/034
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Councillor M Day (in the Chair) Councillors SWJ Ashley, S Brooks, S Evans,
M Johnston, R Jones, N Salkeld, D Standing, WJ Walker, DJ Williams and
TJ Winter

Also Councillor J Cunningham (Torfaen County Borough Council Executive
Member Neighbourhoods)

Also Clare Rowles (Administration Officer)

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillor WM Howell (iliness).

Declarations of Interest

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the
interest.

Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters

(a) Planning & Highways Matters

Members considered outstanding planning lists 1070 and 1071.
Councillor M Day declared an interest under planning list 1071 reference
5786.

It was recommended that no objections are made in respect of lists 1070
and 1071.

(b) Schedule of Torfaen County Borough Council Planning Decisions

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County
Borough Council.

It was recommended that the decisions be noted.

(c) Confirmation of Public Footpath Diversion Order No 295 at Former
Mill Tavern Coed Eva

Members noted the Inspector’s decision to confirm the above order.

Members also received further information from Councillors Standing and
Williams.

It was recommended that the information is noted.
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(d) Green Dog Walkers Scheme —to consider an offer from Fiona Ford,

Countryside Access Officer at Torfaen County Borough Council to
address a future meeting about how this scheme could work locally

The Administration Officer explained to members that the Scheme was to
encourage and promote responsible dog ownership/walking, however,
Members requested further information. Councillor Williams explained
that he would be willing to bring further information to the next
Environmental Committee as he was meeting with Fiona Ford on the

11" December 2014.

It was recommended that the position is noted.

Neighbourhood Services Matters

Members welcomed Councillor John Cunningham (Torfaen County Borough
Council’'s Executive Member Neighbourhoods) to the meeting, who reported
on current issues and answered members’ questions, as set out below.

Winter Maintenance

Torfaen County Borough Council is prepared for winter with a stock of
3800 tonnes of salt, and a further 2000 tonnes stored in a shared barn in
Ebbw Vale if needed. All 710 salt bins across the borough are in the
process of being checked and filled and the public are being reminded to
use the salt sensibly.

The Council maintains a fleet of seven large gritters and two smaller ones
for narrower, busier routes, as well as a standby workforce ready to react
to changing conditions. Last year it purchased three new snow blades to
attach to its ride-on mowers to help keep the town centre clear.

In an average winter Torfaen’s gritters are called out between 60 and 70
times but last year, due to the mild conditions, they were only called out for
47 full gritting actions. The council now uses information gathered from its
weather monitoring stations to determine air and road temperatures to
ensure that grit is only used when it will be most effective. To date the
Council has only salted on two occasions.

Highway Maintenance

The council’s resurfacing programme is nearing completion. The following
schemes in the Cwmbran area have all been completed recently:
Llantarnam Road, Mountain Road, Upper Cwmbran Road, Wesley Street,
Waun Road, Tudor Road Roundabout, Pettingale Road, Plantation Drive,
Turnpike Road Roundabout.

Road safety engineering schemes which were funded by Welsh
Government at Glyndwr Road/Tudor Road and Parkway roundabout have
been completed.

The removal of old street lighting infrastructure (concrete columns) is
continuing across the Cwmbran area, as it has done for a number of years.
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In terms of reactive maintenance, the Council continue to carry out its
routine highway inspections, carrying out works where defects occur or
above intervention level have been identified.

Councillor Brooks reported that the recent highways work that had been
undertaken at Tudor Road junction needed to be revisited as the dedicated
lane was not wide enough for traffic and needed to be looked at urgently.

Flooding

As a Lead Local Flood Authority, Torfaen Council has a duty, where
appropriate and cost effective, to reduce the risk of flooding in the borough.
However, local councils cannot eliminate the risk of flooding outright, and
do not have the ability to prevent extreme weather events such as the one
experienced in May this year.

To maintain a safe highway network, gullies, drains and pipe systems have
been constructed to quickly take water off the adopted highway and reduce
the risk of flooding. These systems are designed to a national specification
which deals with the most frequent, lower levels of rainfall, but if a
rainstorm occurs that exceeds this then the highway will flood for a period
of time. They are maintained as part of a routine schedule and the Council
also respond to any reports of blockages as required.

To further minimise the risk of flooding to the highway, the Council carries
out an agreed schedule of inspecting and cleansing 17,915 drains and will
address reports of flooding on an adhoc basis based on the safety risk to
highway users.

In most cases, householders have the responsibility to protect their own
property from the ingress of excess surface water. While there is no
statutory requirement to provide sandbags to home owners, the Council
does keep a small supply. Each request for sand bags will be addressed
on a case by case basis and will depend on the availability of the Council
workforce to deliver them.

For information on reducing the risk of flooding to the home visit
www.torfaen.gov.uk/en/CommunityLiving

Councillor Standing expressed concerns over flooding that frequently takes
place (during the last 4 to 6 years) in certain areas of Fairwater/Coed Eva
and concerns over people protecting their own properties in Stevelee.
Councillor Cunningham advised Councillor Standing that contact should be
made with Andrew Villars for further information.

Highway Customer Survey

Residents are being encouraged to take part in the Council’s Highway
Maintenance Customer Perception Survey for 2014.

The survey is used to inform and target budget spending, set departmental
priorities, while also gauging the public perception of highway services.

To respond to the consultation visit
http://mysay.torfaen.gov.uk/consult.ti/highways2014/consultationHome
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Councillor Ashley used this juncture to express his concerns regarding
highway safety in Cwmbran, especially at roundabout crossings. Some
busy roundabouts, such as Morrisons and Sainsbury have crossings/traffic
lights for members of the public to cross safely. However, there are many
roundabouts in Cwmbran that do not have crossings and Councillor Ashley
will provide details of these for Councillor Cunningham’s information.

e Wales Velothon

The Welsh Government has secured the rights to host a major new cycling
event in Wales for the next four years. They have asked local authorities
to lend their formal support at an operation level to the event organisers.

The Wales Velothon takes place in June 2015 with around 15,000 riders
taking part in a closed-road cycling event across south-east Wales.

This is a major undertaking and will cause disruption to traffic across the
region as many main roads and major routes will need to be closed for the
event. Itis likely that the main highway network from Blaenafon to
Pontypool will be directly affected with full road closures.

Details are yet to be finalised, but in the meantime help is needed to
identify places such as hospices, hospitals, place of worship, community
events and local sports clubs that are likely to be affected by the main
route through Torfaen being closed. Details should be forwarded to
chris.latham@torfaen.gov.uk

Councillor Ashley expressed his disappointment that Cwmbran will not be
part of the cycling event and members felt that a letter should be written to
note this.

e Cwmbran Skate Park

The contractors building the new skate park have had a series of break-ins
and a lot of equipment stolen recently. In order to help prevent any further
theft, the Council have been asked by contractors and the police to close
Northfields car park in the evenings. The Council agreed to close the car
park between 9 pm and 7 am whilst the work is on-going.

e Fields in Trust World War One Memorial Park

The Council has decided not to apply to have Cwmbran Park designated
as a WW1 memorial park. It is felt that the requirements placed on a
memorial park would restrict the Council’s ability to do things in the park in
the future. As part of the national WW1 memorial, the Council has created
a poppy bed at Pontypool Park and included poppies in its wild flower mix.

It was recommended that Councillor Cunningham be thanked for his report.
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Torfaen Environmental Partnership

Councillor Ashley explained to members that there had not been a Torfaen
Environmental Partnership meeting, however, Councillor Ashley had attended
a Biodiversity Partnership meeting which had been very informative.

Councillor Ashley reported on “Incredible Edibles,” which was a scheme to
possibly use vacant Torfaen County Borough Council land to grow
vegetables. This would be a good initiative for the community, to encourage
healthy eating and a positive way of getting people gardening.

Councillor Ashley also reported on a recycling Secret Shopper initiative. This
opened up a debate on recent poor recycling pickups that members had
experienced.

Councillor Brooks reported to members on a new scheme that was being
introduced by Torfaen County Borough Council which would help members of
the public in contacting that council with any concerns/complaints that they
may have with a single point of contact/telephone number/text/twitter etc.

It was recommended that Councillor Ashley be thanked for his report.

Licensing Matters

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County
Borough Council.

It was recommended that the decisions be noted.

Revenue Estimates 2015/16

Members considered a schedule showing the Council’s current revenue
estimates and draft estimates for the coming year.

It was recommended that the schedule be accepted and noted.

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council)



