Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee

Subject to Confirmation by Full Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 21 January 2015

Present

ESP14/039

ESP14/040

ESP14/041
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Councillor M Day (in the Chair) Councillors SWJ Ashley, S Evans,
WM Howell, M Johnston, N Salkeld, D Standing, WJ Walker, DJ Williams and
TJ Winter

Also Councillor J Cunningham (Torfaen County Borough Council Executive
Member Neighbourhoods)

Also Clare Rowles (Administration Officer)

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors R Jones (School
Governor’s Meeting) and S Brooks (Delayed at Meeting).

Declarations of Interest
Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that

they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the
interest.

Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters

(a) Planning & Highways Matters

Members considered outstanding planning list 1076.

It was recommended that no objections are made in respect of list 1076.

(b) Schedule of Torfaen County Borough Council Planning Decisions

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County
Borough Council.

It was recommended that the decisions be noted.

(c) Environmental Steering Group: South Sebastopol

Members considered a letter received from the developers regarding
representation.

It was recommended that Councillors Stuart Ashley and John Winter be
nominated to sit on this Group.
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(d) Confirmation of Public Footpath Diversion Order at Former Cold

(€)

Stores, Llantarnam Road
It was recommended that the Order is noted.
Footpath at Court Farm Road, Llantarnam

Members noted that, following the recommendation of this committee to
register the footpath at Court Farm Road as a public footpath, an
application was submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council in
December 2014, following the collation of all the necessary information to
take forward the application. A letter of pre-consultation would now be
prepared by Torfaen County Borough Council. If there were no objections
it was hoped to proceed with the application.

It was recommended that the information is noted.

Neighbourhood Services Matters

Members welcomed Councillor John Cunningham (Torfaen County Borough
Council’'s Executive Member Neighbourhoods) to the meeting, who reported

on

current issues and answered members’ questions, as set out below.

e Weather Update

Torfaen County Borough Council is well into the season of winter
maintenance and continues to react and deal with issues as they are
presented.

The weekend of the 10/11 January, Torfaen was hit by extremely high
winds which caused a number of trees to come down across the borough.
Crews were out all weekend identifying problem trees and making them
safe.

Flooding Update

Officers have met with a delegation of parties affected by the flooding in
early 2014 from the Two Locks Road area and that meeting was
productive, with Torfaen County Borough Council being able to engage
with those affected by the event and advising that they could offer further
information on the event for TCBC’s consideration. TCBC await further
contact from the delegation in the New Year.

The Council are continuing to engage with Bron Afon and Welsh Water
and have a meeting scheduled with Welsh Water for next week. From the
Welsh Water meeting, the Council hope to be made aware of any
infrastructure proposals they may have for the Cwmbran area.
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The Council is looking to prioritise the works that have been identified,
resulting from the 22 May event and for those works unable to be
accommodated within normal budgets, to consider alternative methods of
funding.

e Cwmbran Skate Park

The Skate Park construction has gone well and is due to be completed
around the end of January/beginning of February. A formal launch is being
planned for later in February.

e Pollinators

Around 87 different species of pollinators were recorded at wild flower and
meadow land sites in Cwmbran between July and September 2014
according to an environmental survey.

The initiative received praise from the wildlife presenter and broadcaster
lolo Williams and the Council is planning a much bigger display in 2015.

e Councillor Johnston asked Councillor Cunningham questions regarding the
alteration of times for bin collection over Christmas and New Year.

e Councillor Winter asked Councillor Cunningham for further information with
regards to the new Transfer Station in New Inn, which will not be up and
running until April/May 2015.

e Councillor Walker expressed his concerns regarding the earlier bin
collections over Christmas and the health and safety repercussions.
Councillor Walker explained to members that the Fire and Rescue Service
believe that residents should not leave bins out over night. However, if
bins are being collected at the earlier time of 6 am, many residents would
ignore this information and put bins out the night before the collection is
due. Councillor Cunningham explained that collections were only at the
earlier time on certain days over the Christmas period, such as, New
Year’s Day.

e Councillor Standing expressed further concerns regarding flooding issues
in his ward and Councillor Cunningham explained that he would ask
Andrew Villas to contact him on this matter.

It was recommended that Councillor Cunningham be thanked for his report.

ESP14/043 Licensing Matters

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County
Borough Council.

It was recommended that the decisions be noted.
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Next Meeting

Members noted that the next meeting would take place on Monday 2 March
2015 at 6 pm.

On the subject of future meetings, Councillor Stuart Ashley explained that he
had attended a recent Biodiversity Meeting that had been extremely
interesting. A number of guest speakers spoke on various matters of interest
and Councillor Ashley explained to members that this might be an opportunity
for the speakers to be invited to Cwmbran Community Council. The speakers
were:-

e Steve Williams (Torfaen County Borough Council) — Trees
¢ Julian Rees (IBRA)- Bee Research

It was recommended that Steve Williams and Julian Rees be invited to
speak to members of Cwmbran Community Council.

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council)



