Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee

Subject to Confirmation by Full Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of
Cwmbran Community Council held on Monday 2 March 2015

Present
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Councillor M Day (in the Chair) Councillors SWJ Ashley, J Davenne, S Evans,
WM Howell, M Johnston, KK Manneh, D Standing, and TJ Winter

Also Councillor TA Matthews and Councillor J Cunningham (Torfaen County
Borough Council Executive Member Neighbourhoods)

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) & Clare Rowles (Administration
Officer)

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors R Jones (personal)
J Powell (Maternity,) N Salkeld (personal) and DJ Williams (illness)

Declarations of Interest

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the
interest.

Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters

(a) Planning & Highways Matters

Members considered outstanding planning list 1081 & 1082.

It was recommended that no objections are made in respect of lists 1081
& 1082.

(b) Schedule of Torfaen County Borough Council Planning Decisions

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County
Borough Council.

It was recommended that the decisions be noted.

(c) Environmental Steering Group: South Sebastopol

Members considered a report from Councillor Ashley about a meeting of
the Group held on 29 January 2015. A further report on the meeting held
on 19 February 2015 would follow. Councillor Ashley reported that the
meetings had been well attended and that a charitable trust would be
established to manage the site.

It was recommended that the information is noted.
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(d) Eastern Valleys Local Access Forum

Members noted that an Eastern Valleys Local Access Forum had been
established to replace the Torfaen Local Access Forum. Councillor

DJ Williams represented the Council on the Torfaen Local Access Forum
and his membership would therefore automatically pass to this new body.
Members observed that there could be some impact on Councillor
Williams’ availability to attend meetings if venues were spread across a
wide region.

It was recommended that the information is noted.

Neighbourhood Services Matters

Members welcomed Councillor John Cunningham (Torfaen County Borough
Council’'s Executive Member Neighbourhoods) to the meeting, who reported
on current issues and answered members’ questions, as set out below.

e Skinny Bins — the provision of “skinny bins” was anticipated to commence
by 30 September 2015

e Household Waste Recycling Centre — the new Centre would open on
1 April 2015 with an official opening on 14 May 2015.

e Green Bin Collection — to re commence at the end of March 2015. In
response to questions about the potential to commence grass cutting in the
south of the Borough rather than the north, Councillor Cunningham agreed
to provide the Clerk with details of the grass cutting arrangements.

e Grass Cutting — to re commence w/c 16 March 2015.

e Skate Park — informally open now and proving popular. There were still
some landscaping and other works to be undertaken prior to a formal
opening.

o Cemetery —in response to questions about waterlogged conditions at the
cemetery, Councillor Cunningham agreed to refer members’ concerns on
to the appropriate officers.

It was recommended that Councillor Cunningham is thanked for his report.

Primary Schools in Bloom Competition

Following the Council’s decision to revise the format of the above competition
in 2013, members noted with regret that, despite several approaches to
assess the level of interest in a new format, there appeared to be limited
interest from schools. The Clerk reported that, in consultation with the
Chairman of the Council, an invitation had been extended to Mr Sweetzer to
attend the “Evening of Celebration of Cwmbran and its Communities” on

7 March 2015. This was in appreciation of his support for the competition over
many years as a judge and advisor.
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It was recommended that
(1) the Primary Schools in Bloom Competition is discontinued.

(2) further consideration is given to any potential activities to replace the
competition.

(3) an approach is made to Maendy Primary School (who had responded to
the approaches from the Council) to discuss ways in which the school
might be able to work with the Council in relation to floral displays.

Licensing Matters

Members considered a schedule of recent decisions of Torfaen County
Borough Council.

It was recommended that
(1) the decisions be noted.

(2) In future decision are included on the weekly “Members Matters”
newsletter rather than reported to this committee

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council)



