Cwmbran Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 16
November 2016

Present
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Councillor KK Manneh (Chairman), Councillors: SWJ Ashley, S Brooks,
LJ Chaney, R Jones, TA Matthews, RA Seabourne, J Rees, WJ Walker,
DJ Williams and TJ Winter

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council) and Clare Facey (Administrative
Officer)

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors M Day (work
commitments) S Evans (personal), M Johnston (work commitments) and
PJ Williams (personal).

The Clerk also referred to information received from Councillor RA Seabourne
which explained the circumstances behind her absence form recent meetings.
Members welcomed Councillor Seabourne to the meeting.

Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman reported that two new members of staff, Sian Redwood and
Laura Grey, would shortly be joining the Council. These appointments would
fill posts which had been vacant since the summer. The Chairman paid tribute
to the hard work of the remaining staff of the Council who had ensured
continued delivery of services while the Council had been short staffed.

The Chairman also reported that he had recently attended the following
events:

e Wales Gurkha Community Dashain Festival 8 October 2016

e Cwmbran Centre for Young People 3 November 2016
(The Chairman paid tribute to the support received from the police
following a recent break in at the Centre)

e Senior Schools Choral Festival 10 November 2016
(The Chairman paid tribute to the contribution made by Rev Harald
Thomas, who had acted as MC at the festival with great skill and poise.)

e Remembrance Sunday Parade 13 November 2016

Vice Chairman’s Announcements

The Vice Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following
events.

e Remembrance Sunday (Pontnewydd) 13 November 2016
(The Vice Chairman suggested that the media — including TV — be made
more aware of future Remembrance events.)

The Vice Chairman apologised for his unavailability in relation to the Senior
Schools Choral Festival on 10 November 2016.
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Declarations of Interest

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.

Any Declarations of Interest had to be made in writing, as described above.

All Members declared an interest in Minute CL16/066 (3) below - item 6147
on list 1159 — Proposed LED Multi Colour scrolling sign at Cwmbran Centre
for Young People.

Public Question Time

In accordance with the Council’'s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014,
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda
for the meeting.

No questions had been submitted.
Cwmbran Policing Update
The Chairman welcomed Sergeant lan Green of Gwent Police to the meeting.

Sergeant Green referred to the “Gwent Now” community messaging service
put in place by Gwent Police. He encouraged all Members to register to
receive the regular updates.

He also reported details of crime and anti-social behaviour across Cwmbran.
The number of incidents were down to around expected levels for the time of
year. There had been a reduction in inquisitive crime.

Sergeant Green referred to incidents and arrests around Bonfire Night and
referred to plans in place to control such problems in the future. He also
described current partnership initiatives, including work with Cwmbran High
School.

Issues raised by Members included:

e tributes for the work of the PCSO who covered Southville.

e praise for the work of the police in dealing with a recent break in at Ashley
House and improving conditions in Greenmeadow.

e the need to ensure a visible police presence throughout Llantarnam, not
just the town centre. (Sergeant Green described the pressures facing the
local police and some of the reasoning which gave rise to a need to
concentrate resources on the town centre.)

Resolved that Sergeant Green is thanked for his attendance and willingness
to answer questions.

Fire & Rescue Update

The Chairman welcomed Group Manager Dewi Jones (Torfaen & Blaenau
Gwent) to the meeting.

He described recent attacks on fire crews and the extent to which information
was being gathered to identify the perpetrators. He also reported details
relating to the number of deliberate fires, accidental fires, vehicle fires & road
traffic collisions. He considered that some of the preventative measures
introduced locally were beginning to have a positive impact.
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Group Manager Jones made particular reference to plans which had been put
in place to reduce the risk of incidents associated with Halloween and Bonfire
Night - particularly attacks on fire crews - describing joint patrols and
measures to engage with young people via schools.

In the light of incidents of anti-social behaviour and other problems associated
with Bonfire Night, Members discussed the potential to stage an organised
firework display in Cwmbran in future years. Members considered that a local
event could help reduce the impact of anti-social, unsupervised use of
fireworks. Group Manager Jones indicated his support for such an initiative
and indicated that he would be prepared to target resources towards such an
event and assist with its delivery. Members indicated their support for such an
event in principle but agreed the importance of agreeing a location for any
display before any further discussions could take place. Group Manager
Jones agreed to present information to Members about similar events held in
other locations to help inform future discussions.

Resolved that Group Manager Jones is thanked for his attendance and
willingness to answer questions.

Council Meetings 5 October 2016
The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meetings.
Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting is confirmed.

(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above in accordance
with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, paragraph 12)

Events & Community Projects Committee 10 October 2016
Councillor Walker introduced the minutes of the above meeting.

In relation to Minute ENT16/014 (Summer Playschemes 2016), the Chairman
confirmed that he had received statistics relating to attendance at the 2015
Summer Playschemes. The Clerk also agreed to circulate statistics relating to
attendance at the 2016 Summer Playschemes.

In relation to Minute ENT16/015 (Remembrance Events), the Leader of the
Majority Group paid tribute to the swift work of St John’s Ambulance in
treating a member of the Salvation Army at the Remembrance Sunday
Parade. Members drew attention to the large numbers of people taking part in
this year’s parade and paid tribute to the role of Rev Ashley, who was
participating in her first Parade. The Chairman advised that a full report on
Remembrance Sunday would be considered at the next meeting of the
Events & Community Projects Committee.

Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.
Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 19 October 2016
Councillor Ashley introduced the minutes of the above meeting.

In relation to Minute ESP16/024 (Blaen Bran Community Woodland), the
Clerk indicated that it had not been possible to install the memorial plaque at
the woodland in time for Remembrance Sunday. He anticipated that it would

be installed in the near future.

In relation Minute ESP16/026 (Neighbourhood Services Matters), Members
discussed the quality of hedge cutting undertaken by Torfaen County Borough
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Council, with particular references to hedges in Llantarnam. Members also
noted that there had been a slight delay in relation to changes as part of the
Safe Routes in Communities programme.

Resolved that:
(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.

(2) the clerk is instructed to approach Torfaen County Borough Council in
relation to concerns about the quality of hedge cutting.

(3) no objection is offered to Planning List 1158 and 1159.

(All members declared an interest in item 6147 on list 1159 — Proposed
LED Multi Colour scrolling sign at Cwmbran Centre for Young People.)

Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee 19 October 2016
Councillor Jones introduced the minutes of the above meeting.

In relation to Minute GL16/011 (New Applications Received — application (d)),
members asked the Clerk to clarify the Council’s practice in relation to grant
applications which extended beyond the area covered by the Council

In relation to Minute GL 16/011 (New Applications received — application (g)),
the Administrative Officer confirmed that she had written to the applicants as
recommended by the committee but that no reply had yet been received.

The Clerk advised that, in consultation with the Chairman of the Policy &
Finance Committee, the Community Awards Presentation event, which had
been due to take place on 24 November 2016, would now take place after
Christmas. Presentation of grant cheques would also take place on this
occasion. Members would be advised of the new date in due course.

Resolved that:

(1) subject to the addition of Councillor Ashley to the list of Members present,
the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.

(2) the Clerk is instructed to report to provide Members with clarification about
the Council’s practice for the consideration of grant applications, as
described above.

(3) the revised arrangements in relation to the community Awards/Grant
Presentation evening are noted.

Policy & Finance Committee 24 October 2016
Councillor Matthews introduced the minutes of the above meeting.

In relation to minute PF16/044 (Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in
Wales), the Clerk advised that he had obtained further details of the Review,
which related to Parliamentary boundaries and did not affect Council
boundaries. A special meeting to consider the proposals may therefore no
longer be necessary. Members referred to other proposals which might impact
on community council wards.

In relation to Minute PF16/048 (Replacement of Council House Annex), the
Chairman of the Committee and Leader of the Majority Group updated
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Members on progress in relation to procurement models and design options.
Discussions were continuing as a matter of urgency.

In relation to Minute PF16/050 (iii) (Seminars & Meetings — Torfaen Museum
Trust), Councillor Winter referred to forthcoming exhibitions which the
museum would be staging.

In relation to Minute PF16/050 (iv & (v) (Seminars & Meetings — One Voice
Wales.), the Clerk referred to the launch of the One Voice Wales Innovative
Practice National Awards scheme. These awards were an opportunity for the
council to showcase the services it provided for its community and receive
recognition. The Clerk reported that he had already discussed the potential for
the Council to submit entries under the Scheme with the Chairman of the
Council.

Resolved that:

(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed, with the exception of
Minute PF16/044 (1).

(2) that the proposal to hold a special meeting to discuss the review of
Parliamentary Constituencies in Wales is not taken forward.

(3) the Clerk is instructed to obtain further details of proposals which might
impact on community council wards and advise members accordingly.

Letter of Thanks & Appreciation
Thanks were received from the following:
(a) Mrs EJ Rees, 1 Laurel Green, Upper Cwmbran

Resolved that the expressions of thanks are noted.

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council)



