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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 5 July 2017 

 
Present  Councillor KK Manneh (in the Chair), Councillors SWJ Ashley,  Rh Bennett,          

SJ Brooks, PJ Cathcart, A Davies, M Day, LG Johnston, M Johnston,              
F Jones, R Jones, M Villars and WJ Walker  

  
 Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  
 
  
ESP17/009 Apologies for Absence 

 
None.  
 
Members noted that any apologies for absence should be submitted by the 
member concerned in advance of the meeting.  

 
ESP17/010 Declarations of Interest  
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest.   
 
Councillor SJ Brooks declared a non-prejudicial interest in items 6241 and 
6242 referred to on list 1188 in Minute ESP17/011 below (Planning, 
Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters) 

 
 
ESP17/011 Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 
   

(a) Planning Lists  
 

Councillor SJ Brooks declared a non-prejudicial interest in items 6241 and 
6242 referred to on list 1188 

 
Members considered outstanding planning lists 1188 and 1189. 

 
The ward member indicated that he would examine the items on list 1189 and 
consider whether he wished to submit any observations.  

 
It was recommended that, subject to the above, no objection is offered to 
lists 1188 and 1189.  
 
(b) Planning Decisions of Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 
It was recommended that the decisions are noted. 

 
 
ESP17/012 Executive Member for Environment: Torfaen County Borough Council  
 

The Chairman reported that Councillor Cross, the Executive Member for 
Environment, would not be attending the meeting.  
 
At the previous meeting it was suggested that any Members should submit 
any questions for the Executive Member in advance via the Clerk. (Minute 
ESP17/004 refers). In the absence of any questions submitted in advance, 
the Executive Member had indicated that she would not be attending. The 
Executive Member also wished to understand the Council’s longer term goals, 
which remained work in transition.  
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Several Members indicated their considerable disappointment at the 
Executive Member’s decision not to attend the meeting. Issues which 
Members had intended to raise with her included: 
 

 grounds maintenance at Llantarnam, with particular reference to playing 
fields. 
 

 overgrown brambles at Thornhill. 

 
 fly tipping at Thornhill. 
 
The Clerk explained that, in his opinion, the Executive Member was keen to 
maintain a constructive dialogue with the Council about matters of strategic 
significance. However, he believed that she considered that operational 
issues and ward based matters could be better resolved through existing 
communication channels rather than at formal meetings with Members.  
 
Some Members drew attention to effective ways of taking forward operational 
or ward based enquiries, such as through direct approaches to Torfaen 
County Borough Council Ward Members.  
 
Some Members also drew attention to the streetscene teams introduced by 
Torfaen County Borough Council to carry out jobs such as clearing litter and 
flytipping, emptying bins, grass cutting, shrub & hedge maintenance and 
clearing weeds & overgrowth. Members also discussed responsibility for 
matters such as Grounds Maintenance, particularly where ownership of the 
land was unclear. 
 
The Chairman reminded Members of the protocol referred to at the previous 
meeting, which required notification to the Clerk of any matters which 
Members wished to raise with the Executive Member. This would not prevent 
Members asking supplementary questions at the meeting. The Clerk offered 
to devise a simple form to help Members give notice of any matters they 
wished to raise with the Executive Member. 
 
It was recommended that  
 
(1) the position is noted. 

 
(2) the Clerk is instructed to write to Torfaen County Borough Council to 

clarify arrangements for grounds maintenance at the playing fields in 
Llantarnam. 

 
ESP17/013   Exclusion of the Press & Public  

 
In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it was 
agreed that the following matter be considered in private and that the power 
of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised. 
 

ESP17/014  Task Force 
 

At a meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee held on 24 October 2016, 
Members recommended that responsibility for receiving regular performance 
management information about the work of the Task Force was assigned to 
this committee. (Minute PF16/053 refers).  
 
Members therefore considered performance information about the recent 
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work of the Task Force. In particular, Members noted the impact on income 
levels of recent changes to prices. 
 
Members also concluded a review of the grades of the Task Force staff. 
 
It was recommended that  
 
(i) the information is noted. 

 
(ii) a further review of performance is undertaken in six months’ time, to 

include a year-on-year comparison of the number of jobs undertaken 
by the Task Force  
 

(iii) the proposals in relation to the grades of the Task Force are 
approved.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………….. 
 
(Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council) 
 

 


