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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 6 September 2017 

 
Present  Councillor KK Manneh (in the Chair), Councillors SWJ Ashley, Rh Bennett,          

SJ Brooks, PJ Cathcart, A Davies, R Jones and WJ Walker  
  
 Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)  
  
ESP17/015  Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillor F Jones and M Villars 
(holiday).  
 
Apologies for absence were also subsequently submitted by Councillor LG 
Johnston. 

   
 
ESP17/016 Declarations of Interest  
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest.   
 

 
ESP17/017 Planning, Highways, Footpaths and Licensing Matters 
   

(a) Planning Lists  
 

Members considered outstanding planning lists 1195, 1196 and 1197. 
 

It was recommended that  
 
(1) no objection is offered in respect of list 1195 and 1196. 

 
(2) no objection is offered in respect of list 1197 apart from item 6272. 

Members noted the application in respect of item 6272. 
 

(3) no objection is offered in respect of list 1198 apart from items 6276 and 
6278. 

 
In respect of item 6276, Members reiterated previous concerns about the 
proposed development. 
 
In respect of item 6278, Members expressed concerns about the impact 
of the proposed development within a “village green” setting but agreed 
that Members who were concerned would visit the site and advise the 
Clerk to the Council of any observations. 

 
(b) Planning Decisions of Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 
It was recommended that the decisions are noted. 

 
(c) Torfaen County Borough Council Active Travel Integrated Network Map 

Consultation 
 
Members welcomed Mark Panniers, Team Leader (Access), Torfaen 
County Borough Council, who reported on the Torfaen County Borough 
Council's Active Travel Integrated Network Map Consultation.  
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Mark Panniers outlined the statutory background to the Active Travel 
arrangements, explaining that the underlying principle was to provide local 
routes to local facilities. The Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013 placed a legal 
requirement on local authorities in Wales to map, plan, improve and 
promote routes deemed suitable for active travel. He also referred to links 
between Active Travel and the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) 
Act 2015. 
 
Active travel meant walking and cycling for everyday short-distance 
journeys, such as journeys to school, work, or for access to shops or 
services. It did not include journeys purely made for recreation or social 
reasons. Mark Panniers referred to the partners who Torfaen County 
Borough Council worked with and described the consultation process. He 
provided Members with details of responses to the consultation exercise 
and details of statutory consultees, such as groups representing disabled 
persons.  
 
Some Members had already forwarded observations to Torfaen County 
Borough Council. These would be considered as part of the consultation 
process. 
 
The final version of the map would be submitted to the Welsh 
Government on the 3 November 2017 and would help attract investment 
and funding. An annual report would be produced and the Map would be 
reviewed every three years. Members highlighted the importance of 
regular consultation with Cwmbran Community Council as part of this 
three year programme of review of the Integrated Network Map. 
 
Additional issues and proposed routes were discussed by Members. 
Issues raised included: 
 

 the need to incorporate Safe Routes to Schools and Active Travel 
Plans prepared by schools within the Map. 

 
 the inclusion of a rear lane in Pontnewydd on the Map. (Mark Panniers 

confirmed that the lane in question was already on the Map.) 

 
 the need to improve conditions alongside the canal to provide a 

suitable environment for mobility scooters. The existing areas were 
overgrown with poor surfaces. 

 
 a path which formed a major link through the Thornhill area and 

provided access to Woodlands Community Primary School and 
facilities such as the doctor’s surgery should be included on the Map. 
The path ran from Sirhowy Court to the school. Its overgrown condition 
prevented the solution to drainage problems. 

 
 the need to provide integrated access to the town centre for cyclists. 

 
 the potential to prepare a separate map for footpaths which did not 

meet the Active Travel criteria. (Mark Panniers explained that public 
footpaths were already shown on the Definitive Map. Some of these 
paths might also meet the criteria for Active Travel.) 

 
 prioritisation and “branding” of routes. (Mark Panniers explained that 

schemes where finance was already in place would be given priority to 
take forward any improvement works. Any new routes would be 
supported by necessary infrastructures works and branding.) 
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It was recommended that the above is submitted as the Council’s 
response to Torfaen County Borough Council's Active Travel Integrated 
Network Map Consultation by 15 September 2017. 
 

(d) Pre Application Consultation 
 

Members noted that, at the meeting of the committee to be held on 18 
October 2017, Norman Jones, Team Leader (Applications) would attend 
to discuss Pre Application Consultation on Planning Applications. 
Members were asked to notify the Clerk of any specific questions they 
would like him to address. 
 
It was recommended that the information is noted. 
 

 
(e) Heritage Impact Statements in Wales  

 
Members noted that from 1 September 2017 a Heritage Impact Statement 
was required to support any application for listed building or conservation 
area consent in Wales. The Heritage Impact Statement would replace the 
Design and Access Statement in the application process for listed building 
consent. This requirement was set out in Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) (Wales) (Amendment No. 2) Regulations 2017.  
Guidance on preparing a Heritage Impact Statement was contained in 
Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales. This was aimed principally at 
owners and occupiers of historic assets and their agents but would also 
help decision-makers when formulating policies and considering 
applications for works to historic assets. A Design and Access Statement 
was still required to support planning applications within a World Heritage 
Site or conservation area for one or more dwellings or the creation of a 
floor space of 100 square metres (gross) or more. Further guidance was 
available in Design and Access Statements in Wales. 
 
Members discussed the number of Listed Buildings within the Cwmbran 
Community Council area, giving examples in various locations. 
 
It was recommended that the information is noted.  

 
ESP17/018 Executive Member for Environment: Torfaen County Borough Council  
 

The Chairman reported that, in the absence of any issues raised by Members 
for discussion with Councillor Cross, the Executive Member for Environment, 
she had indicated that she would not be attending the meeting.  
 
He advised that there had not yet been an opportunity to raise Members’ 
concerns about her attendance with the Leader of Torfaen County Borough 
Council (Minute CL17/038 (3) refers).  
 
The Chairman of the Council drew attention to matters which he had recently 
referred to the Executive Member. At the Executive Member’s request, these 
matters had subsequently been referred to the appropriate department within 
Torfaen County Borough Council by the Clerk. The Chairman confirmed that 
he had received a reply from the departments concerned and that he was 
therefore satisfied with the process which had been followed. 
 
A Ward Member referred to matters which had been raised in relation to 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/638/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/638/contents/made
http://cadw.gov.wales/docs/cadw/publications/historicenvironment/20170531Heritage%20Impact%20Assessment%20in%20Wales%2026917%20EN.pdf
http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/guidanceandleaflets/design-and-access-statements-in-wales/?skip=1&lang=en
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grounds maintenance at Llantarnam, which remained outstanding. Problems 
had also been experienced from “bikers” in the area. The Clerk described the 
attempts which had been made to address these matters, referencing an 
exchange of e-mails with the Streetscene Manager at Torfaen County 
Borough Council in June, July and August 2017. Issues raised included land 
near the rugby pitch at Court Farm Road. The Clerk referred to attempts 
made by the Streetscene Manager to contact the Ward Member to resolve 
the matters raised in the e-mails. Members discussed potential ways forward 
if such matters remained unresolved, such as reference to the Chief 
Executive of Torfaen County Borough Council or referral to the Press. 
 
The Chairman encouraged Members to contact the Clerk in advance if there 
were any matters to be raised with the Executive Member. He advised 
Members that the Clerk had devised a simple form to assist with this process. 
 
It was recommended that the position is noted.  
 

ESP17/019   Exclusion of the Press & Public  
 

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it was 
agreed that the following matter be considered in private and that the power 
of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised. 
 

ESP17/020  Task Force 
 

At a meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee held on 24 October 2016, 
Members recommended that responsibility for receiving regular performance 
management information about the work of the Task Force was assigned to 
this committee. (Minute PF16/053 refers).  
 
Members therefore considered performance information about the recent 
work of the Task Force. 
 
It was recommended that the information is noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Signed …………………………….. 
 
(Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council) 


