Cwmbran Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 3
January 2018

Present Councillor R Jones (in the Chair). Councillors SWJ Ashley, Rh Bennett, ,
AL Bird, SJ Brooks, PJ Cathcart, LG Johnston, M Johnston, KK Manneh,
J Rees, M Villars and WJ Walker

Also David Collins (Clerk to the Council)
CL17/071 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors JS Davenne
(personal), M Day (iliness) and N Hopkins (personal),

CL17/072 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman reported that he had recently attended the following events:

Advent Service at St Gabriel's Church 3 December 2017

Tree Lighting at Pontnewydd 6 December 2017

(The Chairman paid tribute to the Council’s staff in arranging this event. The
Chairman also led the Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Council House on 1
December 2017.)

Town Centre Entertainment 9 December 2017
Our Lady of the Angels RC Primary & 14 December 2017
Nursery School Christmas Concert

Torfaen Sea Cadets Concert 19 December 2017

The Chairman reported that unfortunately Cwmbran High School’s
Christmas Concert on 14/12/17 had been cancelled due to unforeseen
circumstances.

CL17/073 Vice Chairman’s Announcements

The Vice Chairman announced that he had attended the following events.

Cwmbran Barogue Singers Concert 25 November 2017
(Newport)

Blessing of the Crib 27 November 2017
(Blaenavon Town Council)

Friends of Llantarnam Grange AGM & 2 December 2017
Exhibition

Tree Lighting at Pontnewydd 6 December 2017

(The Vice Chairman had also attended the Tree Lighting Ceremony at the
Council House on 1 December 2017.)

CL17/074 Declarations of Interest

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they
had and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of their interest.

Any Declarations of Interest had to be made in writing, as described above.
Councillor SWJ Ashley declared an interest in Minute CL17/081 (4) below

Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 29 November 2017
(Development off Newport Road, Llantarnam)
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Public Question Time

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders approved on 25 June 2014,
the opportunity for public questions was included as an item on the agenda
for the meeting.

No questions had been submitted.

Cwmbran Policing Update

No representative of the Fire & Rescue Service was able to attend. The Clerk
agreed to contact the Police to ask about their unavailability to attend the
meeting.

Members asked if the police could comment on the recent fatality in
Pontnewydd at a future meeting. Members also discussed crime statistics in
Pontnewydd.

Fire & Rescue Update

Station Commander Alex Smith had submitted apologies for absence from
the meeting. He had also offered to look into any matters which Members
wished to raise.

Issues raised by Members included:

Options to raise awareness of the importance of installing CO2 alarms.
Options included an article in a future Residents Handbook. The Clerk agreed
to discuss this with Station Commander Smith.

Council Meetings 15 November 2017

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the above meeting.

Resolved that the minutes of the above meetings are confirmed.

(The Chairman signed and initialled the minutes of the above in accordance
with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, paragraph 12)

Events & Community Projects Committee 20 November 2017
Councillor Rh Bennett introduced the minutes of the above meeting.

In relation to Minute ECP17/025 (Senior Schools Choral Festival 9 November
2017) the Clerk confirmed that he had opened discussions with the Acting
Head of Music, Drama & Performing Arts at Cwmbran High School about the
future “look & feel” of the festival. There was interest from the school in
reviewing the way forward for the event. The Clerk would continue these
discussions. Members also referred to facilities at Rougemont School, which
might prove suitable for use by the Council, including a new auditorium. The
Clerk undertook to look into these matters.

Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.
Grants to Voluntary Organisations Committee 20 November 2017

Councillor WJ Walker introduced the minutes of the above meeting.
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In relation to Minute GV0O17/022 (a) (New Applications Received: Welsh
Musical Theatre Orchestra), the Clerk reported that the applicant had agreed
to attend the Full Council meeting to receive the grant cheque from the
Chairman following the meeting.

(Note: the Clerk was subsequently advised that the applicant was unavailable
to attend due to illness. Members agreed that the grant cheque is sent by
post on this occasion.)

Resolved that the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.
Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee 29 November 2017
Councillor KK Manneh introduced the minutes of the above meeting.

(Councillor SWJ Ashley declared an interest in item 6312 in Planning List
1210 below)

In relation to Minute ESP17/030 (a) (Planning, Highways, Footpaths and
Licensing Matters: Planning Lists, Members queried the correct name for
M&G Real Estate, who would be addressing the next meeting of the
committee with representatives of Cwmbran Centre to discuss proposals to
develop Gwent Square and Monmouth Square. (Note: M&G Real Estate are
correctly named in the minutes.)

In relation to Minute ESP17/031 (Torfaen Council Public Spaces Protection
Order (Dog Controls) Consultation, the Clerk drew attention to a response
received from Torfaen County Borough Council in relation to the points raised
by Members. The response had been circulated to Members.

Members also considered the amounts to be paid to participants in the 2018
Primary Schools Echo Quiz on 8 February 2018, details of which had been
included with the agenda for the meeting. Councillor Manneh encouraged all
Members to attend the event.

Resolved that:
(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.
(2) no objection is offered to Planning List 1209.

(3) no objection is offered to items 6311, 6313, 6314 and 6315 on Planning
List 1201.

(4) inrelation to item 6312 on Planning List 1210 (Development off Newport
Road, Llantarnam) Members reiterated previous concerns about
environmental matters such as the loss of trees & hedgerows. There was
also concern about the narrowing of Pentre Lane where it meets the
junction with Newport Road. The Ward Member indicated that he would
also contact Torfaen County Borough Council direct to elaborate on these
concerns.

(5) the following sums are agreed in relation to the Primary Schools Eco

Quiz:

£100 first prize

£75 second prize

£50 third prize.

£25 to each other participating school.
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£75 to the “quizmaster.”
Policy & Finance Committee 4 December 2017
Councillor Bird introduced the minutes of the above meeting.

In relation to Minute PF17/041 (Reserves & Investments) Members
considered the need to identify a minimum General Reserve level.

In relation to Minute PF17/044 (Vice Chairman’s Chain of Office) the Clerk
confirmed that a replacement chain would be ordered as soon as the
committee’s recommendation was confirmed by the Council.

(The Clerk left the meeting for the consideration of Minute PF17/049- Pay &
Grading Review.)

Resolved that:
(1) the minutes of the above meeting are confirmed.

(2) as a medium term planning objective, a minimum General Reserve level is
retained, based on 3 moths Gross Expenditure.

Torfaen Draft Well-being Plan

Members noted that additional information had recently been received in
relation to the above, including an “easy read version” summary of the
Consultation. Members were invited to submit any further observations on this
high level, strategic plan via the Clerk. The consultation period ended on 7
January 2018. Sue Brown, Partnerships & Policy Manager at Torfaen County
Borough Council would attend the meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee
on 22 January 2018 to describe issues arising from the consultation and the
overall process.

Resolved that the information is noted.

Membership

(i) The Chairman reported the receipt of a letter of resignation from
Councillor A Davies submitting his resignation as a member of the
Council (Upper Cwmbran Thornhill Ward). The Council was required to
declare this vacancy. After the vacancy was declared it must be publically
notified. This had traditionally been undertaken by the Returning Officer
of Torfaen County Borough Council on the Council’s behalf. This was the
commencement of the process to fill the vacancy.

Resolved that

(1) avacancy is declared for the Upper Cwmbran Thornhill Ward of
Cwmbran Community Council.

(2) the Clerk write to the former Member to thank him for his contribution
to the work of the Council and send best wishes for the future.

(i) The Chairman reported that Councillor C Powell (Upper Cwmbran West
Ward) had failed to attend a meeting of the Council or a committee of
which he is a member for six consecutive months. In accordance with s85
of the Local Government Act 1972, he therefore ceased to be a member
of the Council. The Council was required to declare this vacancy. After
the vacancy was declared it must be publically notified. This had
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traditionally been undertaken by the Returning Officer of Torfaen County
Borough Council on the Council’s behalf. This is the commencement of
the process to fill the vacancy.

Resolved that a vacancy is declared for the Upper Cwmbran West Ward
of Cwmbran Community Council.

CL17/085 Thanks & Appreciation

Signed

Thanks were received from

0] Seafarers UK (Merchant Navy Day)

(ii) C Hall and one anonymous Thank You card (Task Force)

(i) Linda Johnson (website). The Clerk drew attention to improvements
recently introduced to the Council’s website.

Resolved that the expression of thanks are noted.

(Chair, Cwmbran Community Council)
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