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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 16 October 2019 at 6.00 pm in the 
Council Chamber, Cwmbran Community Council, Ventnor Road, Cwmbran NP44 3JY 
 
Present  Councillor KK Manneh (Chairman), Councillors, RhM Bennett,  SJ Brooks,    

AL Bird, M Day, M Johnston, LG Johnston, F Jones, J Rees, M Villars,        
WJ Walker and DH Williams  

 
 Also Councillor PJ Cathcart 
 
  David Collins (Clerk) and Clare Facey (Administrative Officer)  
 
Absent  Councillors SWJ Ashley and LM Ryan 
 
(No Public Participation Session was held at this meeting) 
 
ESP19/025 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillor SWJ Ashley (holiday)  
 

ESP19/026 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest.   

 
ESP19/027 Neighbourhood Services 

 
Members had been asked to provide advance notice of any matters they 
wished to raise with the Executive Member (Torfaen County Borough 
Council).  
 
Members referred to recent discussions with Torfaen County Borough Council 
in relation to use of weed killer at a Playscheme site (Minute ECP19/023 
refers.) The Clerk undertook to make further enquiries with the Executive 
Member for Children, Families & Communities about the action she had taken as 
a result of these discussions. 
 
It was recommended that the Clerk report back to Members on the recent 
use of weedkiller at a Playscheme site, as described above. 

 
ESP19/028 Planning, Highways & Footpaths Matters 
 

(a) Planning Lists  
 

Members considered outstanding Planning Lists 1293. 
 
It was recommended that the concerns of Ward Members about the 
potential loss of trees arising from this development and other concerns 
expressed by the community are supported.  
 
(A Ward Member agreed to provide the Administrative Officer with a 
summary of the concerns expressed by the community.) 

 
(b) Planning Decisions of Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 
Members considered recent Planning Decisions.  
 
It was recommended that the decisions are noted.   
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(c) Former Ruby’s Bar & Grill, Leadon Court: Pre Application Consultation 

 
Members considered information provided in relation to the above 
proposals. Members had been provided with details of how to view the 
draft planning application, including drawings, draft planning application 
forms and draft Design & Access Statement. The formal consultation ran 
from 27 September 2019 until 25 October 2019. 
 
Members welcomed the introduction of “supported housing” on this site 
but agreed that Ward Members would consider the proposals further and 
provide the Clerk with any further observations.  
 
It was recommended that Ward Members would consider the proposals 
further and provide the Clerk with any further observations. 
 

(d) BT Current Programme of Intended Public Payphone Removals 

 
Members noted that on 4 October 2019, the Council had received 
notification from Torfaen County Borough Council, dated 7 August 2019 
as part of a formal consultation process regarding a programme of 
intended public payphone removals being undertaken by BT. The Council 
had been asked to provide any comments with regard to this consultation 
to Torfaen County Borough Council by 31 October 2019. 
 
Members drew attention to the value of the kiosk near the railway station. 
The kiosk provided an important facility in enabling train users to make 

phone calls to help ensure their safety. 
 
It was recommended that  
 
(1) the proposal to remove the telephone kiosk at Edlogan Way (PCO 

PCO1)  is opposed in view of its proximity to the railway station and 
the important contribution which the facility made in helping to ensure 
the safety of users of the station.   
 

(2) concerns are expressed to Torfaen County Borough Council in 
relation to the short notice given to Members about the above 
consultation exercise. 

 
(e) National Development Framework (Minute ESP19/020 (d) refers. 

 
Members noted that the Planning Directorate was producing the first 
National Development Framework (NDF). The Chairman of the Council 
had attended one of the consultation events and reported orally on issues 
discussed. These included prioritising infrastructure development and 
housing. National priorities that effected Cwmbran included the new Metro 
transport system that would transform travel around the Cardiff Capital 
Region, providing faster, more frequent and joined-up services using 
trains, buses and light rail. The consultation period ended on 1 November 
2019. Further details are available from the Clerk.  
 
It is recommended that  
 
(1) the report of the Chairman is noted. 

 
(2) Members are requested to submit any additional observation to the 

Clerk for forwarding to the Planning Directorate as part of the 
consultation exercise.  
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ESP19/029 Biodiversity Action Plan  
    

Members noted the Council’s duty to publish a plan of its proposals to 
maintain and enhance biodiversity. Members considered a detail report which 
met this obligation. 
 
Members welcomed the report, which provided a range of examples of the 
Council’s record on promoting Biodiversity. Members discussed the potential 
to work with schools in encouraging awareness of biodiversity and the impact 
of low maintenance approaches to some vacant land, which could sometimes 
have a detrimental effect on the surrounding neighbourhood. 
 

It was recommended that: 
 

(1) The Council expresses its commitment to and responsibility for complying 
with the requirements of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 
 

(2) the Council endorses the following objectives to maintain and enhance 
biodiversity  

 
Objective 1: Engage and support participation and understanding to 
embed biodiversity throughout decision making at all levels. 
 
Objective 2: Safeguard species and habitats of principal importance 
and improve their management. 
 
Objective 3: Increase the resilience of our natural environment by 
restoring degraded habitats and habitat creation. 
 
Objective 4: Tackle key pressures on species and habitats. 
 
Objective 5: Improve our evidence, understanding and monitoring. 
 
Objective 6: Put in place a framework of governance and support for 
delivery. 
 

(iii) the Council continues to embed biodiversity and ecosystems into 
business planning and day to day activities, including any policies, 
plans, programmes and projects, across all of its functions.   
 

(iv) the Council continues to bring forward projects that demonstrate 
compliance with the Act and adhere to relevant Guidance and 
National policies. 

 
(v) the report is approved as the Council’s Diversity Plan, as required by 

the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 
 
(vi) further reports are submitted every third year after 2019. 

  
ESP19/030 Parks & Open Spaces/Active Travel 

 
Members had asked that the consultants appointed to undertake a mapping 
exercise of green space strategically submit an update on their work to this 
committee. (Minute PF19/044 refers) However as the consultants were only 
commissioned to deliver a limited number of presentations, there would be an 
additional cost. An alternative would be to invite Andrew Osborne, Group 
Leader, Natural Environment Policy and Streetscene Operations, 
Neighbourhood Services (Torfaen County Borough Council) to update 
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members at a future meeting. He has indicated his willingness to address 
Members. 
 
Information had also been requested from Torfaen County Borough Council 
regarding Public Rights of Way maps. 

 
Members noted that Torfaen County Borough Council was reviewing the 
Local Development Plan which would identify the location of new 
developments for the next 15 years. As part of this review it was necessary to 
look at all the open spaces in Torfaen to ensure the quantity and quality of 
open space. The Council had been seeking the views of the public on the 
different types of open spaces to help protect and improve existing sites and 
plan for the new spaces needed in the future. The consultation period had 
been extended to 20 October 2019. Some observations from the Council had 
already been forwarded. 

 
Members discussed a range of issues associated with parks, open spaces 
and Active Travel. Issues raised included: 
 

 the availability of copies of maps showing Active Travel Routes and 
Rights of Way. 

 options to develop an integrated series of definitive maps. 

 rough sleepers in parks 

 the work of Fields in Trust, an independent charity which protects parks 
and green spaces. The charity works with landowners, community groups 
and policy makers to champion the value of parks and green spaces to 
achieve better protection for their future at both local and national level. 

 the condition of footpaths leading to the allotments in Pontnewydd. 

 problems associated with uncertainty over land ownership. 

 Green Flag sites. 

 the potential to improve individual pockets of local woodland. 
 

It is recommended that  
 
(1) Andrew Osborne is invited to attend a future meeting to update Members 

as described above. 
 

(2) the Clerk is instructed to contact Fields in Trust to ascertain further details 
of the work of the charity. 
 

(3) the Clerk is instructed to make further enquiries in relation to Active Travel 
& Rights of Way Maps. 
 

(4) the Clerk is instructed to seek advice from Torfaen County Borough 
Council about actions being taken in relation to rough sleepers in parks.  

 
ESP19/031  Tree Planting Proposal: “A New Forest for a New Town” 

 
 Members considered a proposal to embark on an ambitious programme of 
tree planting around Cwmbran. The proposal would see the Council as a 
facilitator for the project, bringing together local groups and individuals, using 
funds held by the committee. Members supported the proposals in principle 
and identified a number of potential opportunities to plant trees, such as sites 
where trees had been felled and areas such as Blaen Bran Community 
Woodland. There could also be opportunities to work with schools, to 
commemorate new births with trees and encourage a positive approach to 
carbon offset projects. Members also discussed the project within the context 
of Wales-wide approaches to Forestry Development and the creation of a 
National Forest for Wales. 
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It was recommended that  
 
(1) the proposal described above is supported in principle. 

 
(2) Members are requested to contact the Clerk with details of potential sites 

& opportunities for tree planting. 

 
(3) the Clerk is instructed to then report back with details of ways in which the 

project could be developed, including support from other community 
partners. 

 
(4) the use of funds held by this committee to support this project is approved 

(Code N05) 
 
ESP19/032  Exclusion of the Press & Public  

 
 In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it was 
agreed that the following matter be considered in private and that the power of 
exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised. 

 
ESP19/033  Task Force 
 

 Members considered performance information about the work of the Task 
Force. Members also noted that the Task Force had now commenced its 
gardening service for the year and noted the prices charged for this work. 
 
Members considered an oral update from the Clerk on options to introduce a 
volunteer or “apprentice” to assist the Task Force. Further enquiries were 
being made but the Clerk described some ways in which such an 
arrangement might prove difficult to sustain.  
 
It was recommended that the information is noted. 

 
 
 
 

 
Signed …………………………….. 
(Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council)  


