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Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment, Sustainability & Planning Committee of 
Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 26 February 2020 at 6.00 pm in the 
Council Chamber, Cwmbran Community Council, Ventnor Road, Cwmbran NP44 3JY 
 
Present  Councillor Councillors SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks, AL Bird, M Day, J Rees,        

M Villars, WJ Walker and DH Williams  
 
  David Collins (Clerk)  
 
Absent  Councillors RhM Bennett, LG Johnston, M Johnston, F Jones, KK Manneh, 

LM Ryan   
 

In the absence of the Chairman it was agreed that the Chairman of the 
Council (Councillor AL Bird) would chair the meeting. 

 
(Councillor AL Bird in the Chair) 

 
(No Public Participation Session was held at this meeting) 
 
ESP19/050 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillors RhM Bennett (work 
commitments), M Johnston (illness), KK Manneh (work commitments) and LM 
Ryan (illness)  
 
Members also noted that Councillor F Jones had submitted an apology for 
absence but no reason had been given for the absence. 
 

ESP19/051 Declarations of Interest 
 

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that 
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the 
interest.   
 
Councillor SWJ Ashley declared a non-pecuniary (personal) interest in Minute 
ESP19/052 (a) (“Managing our Green Infrastructure” – Green Infrastructure 
Strategy Consultation) and ESP19/056 (Seminars & Outside Bodies – 
Planning Inspectorate/Planning Aid Workshop). He remained in the meeting 
during the discussions. 

 
ESP19/052 “Managing our Green Infrastructure” 
 

(a) Green Infrastructure Strategy Consultation  
 
(Councillor SWJ Ashley declared a personal interest in this item as he is 
member of Torfaen County Borough Council. He remained in the meeting 
during the discussions. He said he would reconsider the  nature of the 
interest matter at County Borough Council level taking into account all 
relevant evidence and representations.) 
 
Members noted that Torfaen Public Services Board considered the draft 
strategy for consultation on 22 January 2020.  The strategy has also been 
subject to Scrutiny. A revised strategy would be released for consultation. 
There were important links between the Strategy and some of the 
Council’s current projects. 
 
It was recommended that the position is noted. 
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(b) Tree Planting Programme: Update 

 
Members considered a report which described recent discussions held 
with community partners about potential ways in which the Council’s tree 
planting proposals could be taken forward. (Minute ESP19/043 refers) 
 
Issues raised by Members included: 
 

 the scope for Torfaen County Borough Council to take part in the 
discussions. 

 the potential to use the Cwmbran Big Event as an opportunity to 
promote the initiative. 

 launch of the Wales National Forest initiative. 

 links with the Green Infrastructure Strategy (Minute ESP 19/052 (a) 
refers) 

 the potential to work with schools and Melin Homes 
 
It was recommended that  
 
(1) the information is noted. 
(2) further discussions are held with interested parties 

 
ESP19/053 Planning, Highways & Footpaths Matters 
 

(a) Planning Lists  
 

Members considered outstanding Planning List 1309   
 
It was recommended that no objections are offered to Planning List 
1309. 

 
(b) Planning Decisions of Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 
Members considered recent Planning Decisions. (The Clerk undertook to 
make enquiries about the development of a site at Victoria Street, where 
some site clearance work appeared to be in progress.) 
 
It was recommended that the information is noted. 

 
ESP19/054 Neighbourhood Services 
 

Members had been asked to provide advance notice of any matters they 
wished to raise with the Executive Member (Torfaen County Borough 
Council). Members asked whether any flood mitigation measures were being 
taken by Torfaen County Borough Council, including and measures to protect 
the safety of local coal tips. 
 
It was recommended that the Clerk is instructed to write to the Executive 
Member to seek advice on flood mitigation measures, as described above.  

 
ESP19/055 Primary Schools Eco Quiz 

 
Members considered a report which reviewed the success of the above 
event, held on 6 February 2020 at the Congress Theatre. The event had once 
again been well supported by schools. The event made a useful contribution 
to raising awareness of environmental issues amongst local schoolchildren. 
The event had been jointly won by Nant Celyn Primary School and Llanyrafon 
Primary School. The Clerk apologised for an error in the report in this respect. 
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It was recommended that  
 
(1) the success of the event is noted. 
(2) the Clerk is instructed to make enquiries with Knauf Insulation about the 

potential for Members to visit the site. 
 
ESP19/056 Seminars & Outside Bodies 
   

Members considered reports in relation to seminars and meetings of the 

following outside bodies, attended by representatives of the Council.  

(a) Planning Inspectorate/Planning Aid Workshop  23 January 2020 
 
(Councillor SWJ Ashley declared a personal interest in this item as he is 
member of Torfaen County Borough Council. He remained in the meeting 
during the discussions. He said he would reconsider the  nature of the 
interest matter at County Borough Council level taking into account all 
relevant evidence and representations.) 

   
(b) MBACT Committee     11 February 2020  

(Monmouth, Brecon & Abergavenny Canal Trust) 
(Oral report of Councillor SWJ Ashley. Issues raised included the 
contribution to the meeting by the Chair of the Canal & river Trust 
Advisory Board, Wales; condition of bund at Bevans Lane; re-
profiling/dredging of canal; works at Pontnewydd Park & Five Locks and 
wider investment funding.) 

 
  It was recommended that  
 

(a) the Clerk is instructed to make enquiries with Torfaen County Borough 
Council to request that community councillors are invited to attend site 
visits, based upon advice given at the Planning Inspectorate/Planning Aid 
Workshop. 
 

(b) the above reports are noted. 
 
ESP19/057  Exclusion of the Press & Public  

 
 In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it was 
agreed that the following matter be considered in private and that the power of 
exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised. 

 
ESP19/058  Task Force 
 

 Members considered performance information about the work of the Task 
Force. 
 
It was recommended that the information is noted. 

 
 
 
 

 
Signed …………………………….. 
(Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council)  


