
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are summoned to participate in the following meeting: 
 
Cwmbran Community Council  
 
Wednesday 16 December 2020 at 6.00 pm 
 
Venue: The meeting will be held remotely in accordance with the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020   

 
AGENDA 

 
To:  Councillors: SWJ Ashley, RM Bennett, AL Bird, SJ Brooks, PJ Cathcart, LJ Chaney, 

JS Davenne,  M Day, LG Johnston, PM Johnston, F Jones, RD Kemp, KK Manneh,  
J Rees, LM Ryan, M Villars, WJ Walker, DH Williams and LE Williams 

 
 For meetings of the Full Council, the Quorum shall be at least a third of the total 

membership. 
 
Members of the public wishing to attend on a remote basis should notify the Clerk to the 
Council in advance so that guidance can be provided on how to attend the video conference. 

 
1 Apologies for absence 

 
To receive any apologies for absence from members. 
 
Apologies must be submitted in advance by the Member concerned.  
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
Members are asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have 
to give details of the nature of the interest. 
 

3 Voting  
 
To agree that the manner of any voting at this meeting will be by calling each name 
alphabetically with a response of `for’ or ‘against’. 

 
4 Chair’s Announcements and Vice Chair’s Announcements 

 
To receive any announcements from Councillor AL Bird and Councillor LG Johnston. 
 

5 Public Question Time 
 

In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders, the opportunity for public questions 
is hereby included as an item on each Council agenda. Details of any questions 
submitted will be reported. 
 
(Note: Questions must be submitted to the Clerk in writing within 3 clear working days 
of the date of the meeting by 12 noon. The period designated for public participation 
shall not exceed 10 minutes. Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only 
in respect of business itemised on the agenda and not for more than 10 minutes.  A 
speaker may ask a supplementary question. A question asked by a member of the  
public during a public participation session at a meeting shall not require a response or 
debate.  
 
 



 

The Chairman may direct that a response to a question posed by a member of the 
public be referred to a Councillor for an oral response or to an employee for a written 
or oral response. A record of any public participation session will be included in the 
minutes of the meeting.) 
 

6 Gwent Police Update  
 

To receive representatives from Gwent Police who will report to Members and answer 
Members’ questions. 
 

7 South Wales Fire & Rescue Service 
 
To receive representatives from the South Wales Fire & Rescue Service who will 
report to Members and answer Members’ questions.  
 

8 Council Meeting 4 November 2020  
 
Enclosed are copies of the minutes of the above meeting.  

 
(1) To receive and, if approved, confirm the above minutes.  

The Chairman will be asked to sign and initial or authenticate the minutes of the 
above meeting in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, 
and paragraph 41. 

(2) to report details of decisions taken by the Clerk under delegated powers (Minute 
CL20/022 (3 refers.) It is recommended that these delegated powers remain in 
place until the next Council meeting. (Note: under this delegation any reference to 
a specific statute includes any statutory extension or modification or re-enactment 
of such statute and any regulations, orders or bylaws made there under.)  

• Task Force staff have continued the internal decoration of the Council House. 
They will also undertake any decoration required as a result of the boiler 
upgrade approved by Members. 

• Council Christmas cards will be sent digitally this year to reduce the need for 
staff to visit the office to print and post. (Agreed with Chairman.) 

• 2021 Events remain under review. The Clerk will update at the meeting. 

9 Membership 
 
Due to the current ill health of Councillors M Johnston it is recommended that, in 
accordance with Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 the continuing 
absence from meetings by Councillor M Johnston be approved enabling him to 
continue in office as a Councillor for a further period of six months with effect from 28 
January 2021 (This is the date when the current six month period ended). 
 

10 Receipts & Payments October 2020.  
 

Financial Regulations require details of receipts & payments and comparisons of 
expenditure against budget to be reported to the Council’s Policy & Finance 
Committee. The regulations also require that bank reconciliations are verified by a 
member (Councillor M Villars) and that details are reported to the Council’s Policy & 
Finance Committee. (Financial Regulations 4 and 2 refer.) Councillor Villars has 
verified and signed the information.  
 
Due to the current Covid-19 outbreak, Council is recommended to approve the 
suspension of these regulations to allow these matters to be reported direct to 
Council for the foreseeable future. This avoids the risk of the activity not being 
reported to Members in a timely manner. The risk of not doing so would cause a 
delay and a risk accountability, sound financial management and effective scrutiny.  

 
A schedule of receipts & payments and bank reconciliation is attached as follows 

https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/CL2020-11-04-Minutes1.pdf


 

 
10.1 Itemised Schedule of Receipts & Payments (October 2020)  

 
It is recommended that the information is approved. 

 
11 Quarterly Financial Monitor; Quarter 2 July, August, September 2020 

 
To consider the attached Quarterly financial monitoring information. 
 

12 Gas Supply 
 
The Council’s gas supply is provided by Total Gas & Power. Current Annual Spend is 
£2630.37. The Council now qualifies for a “Blend and Extend Offer” on the existing 
agreement. The offer would be £2518.45 pa giving an estimated £111.92 pa saving. 
Over the contract’s duration total estimated saving would be £435.50. 
 
It is recommended that the above offer is accepted. 
 

13 Reserves 
 
To consider the attached report. 
 

14 Estimates 2021/22:  
 
The Council’s Financial Regulations require that each Committee responsible for 
formulating estimates shall submit proposals to the Council in respect of revenue and 
capital costs for the following financial year, normally not later than mid-February 
each year based on the estimates prepared by the Clerk. 
 
In view of restrictions around holding meetings, Members have agreed that financial 
regulations are suspended to allow the estimates to be considered at this meeting. 
 
(The Council may, by resolution of the Council duly notified prior to the relevant meeting 
of Council, suspend any part of the Financial Regulations provided that reasons for the 
suspension are recorded and that an assessment of the risks arising has been drawn 
up and presented in advance to all members of Council. The suspension of financial 
regulations in this case to allow the estimates to be considered by some other method 
would help preserve the business continuity of the council whilst minimising the risk to 
staff who would be required to attend the office to prepare, produce and publish papers 
required for committee meetings. Holding meetings physically remains impractical 
under current restrictions.) 

 
15 Governance Documents: Financial Regulations 2020/21 
 

To consider the attached draft Regulations. There are no significant changes to the 

existing regulations.  
 

16 Health &Safety Update 
 
Risk Assessments have recently been undertaken in relation to Fire Safety and 
Legionella. No significant risks were identified, though the report in relation to 
legionella remains awaited. The Annual Health & Safety Risk Assessment was due to 
take place on last month but was cancelled at short notice as the consultant 
displayed Covid-19 symptoms on the day. It has been re-arranged for 5 January 
2020. 
 
It is recommended that the results of all three Risk Assessments are reported to a 
future meeting to ensure a joined-up approach to any actions required.  

 
17 Torfaen Replacement Local Development Plan: Consultation on Preferred 

Strategy 
 
To consider the attached report. 

https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/10.1-Receipts-Payments.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/11-Quarterly-Financial-Monitor.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/13-Reserves.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/14-Estimates-2021-22.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/15-Financial-Regulations-2020-21.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/17-LDP.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/17-LDP.pdf


 

 
18 Planning Consultations 

  
To deal with any outstanding planning consultations from Torfaen County Borough 
Council.  (Details of recent planning decisions taken by Torfaen County Borough 
Council are  sent under separate cover.) 
 

Events & Community Projects 
 

19 Remembrance Sunday 2020 
 

 To consider the attached report, which reviews the arrangements for the above.  
  

20 Christmas Events 2020  
 
To consider the attached report, which reviews the arrangements for the above.  

   

Requests for Financial Support 
 

21 Grant” Application: Co-Star  
 

To consider the attached report. 
 

22 Oakfield Gardens 
 
To consider the attached report. 
 

23 Community Venues Lottery Funding 
 

To consider the attached report. 
 

24 Oakfield “Santa Run.” 
 

Ward Members in Llantarnam have requested a donation of £25 towards a “Santa Run” 
organised by the Court Farm & Oakfield Community Association. The event would feature a 
touring vehicle which would drive around the locality bringing good cheer via a “sleigh.” Social 
distancing would be put in place. (Local Government Act 2000 s 2 (Power of Well-being)) 
 

Other Matters 
 

25 Date of Next Meeting 
 
It is recommended that the next meeting is held on 27 January 2021 
 

26 Exclusion of the Press & Public 

 
In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it is recommended that 
the following matters be considered in private and that the power of exclusion of the public 
under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised. 
 

27 Staffing Matters  
 

  To consider the attached report.  
 

 
David Collins DMS  
Clerk to the Council/Clerc i’r Cyngor (Proper Officer / Swyddog Priodol) 
Cwmbran Community Council/Cyngor Cymuned Cwmbrân 

 4 December 2020/4 Rhagfyr 2020  

 david@cwmbran.gov.uk     tel/ ffôn  01633 849070  

https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/19-Remembrance-2020-Review.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/20-Christmas-Events-Review.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/21-Co-Star.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/22-Oakfield.pdf
https://www.cwmbran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/23-TVA.pdf
mailto:david@cwmbran.gov.uk

