Cwmbran Community Council

2020/21

Summary of the Meeting of Cwmbran Community Council held on Wednesday 16
December 2020 at 6.00pm.

Venue: The meeting was held remotely in accordance with the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020

Present

Absent

Councillor AL Bird, (Chairman). Councillors SWJ Ashley, SJ Brooks, LJ
Chaney, M Day, KK Manneh LM Ryan, M Villars, DH Williams and LE
Williams.

Also, David Collins (Clerk to the Council)

Councillors RhM Bennett, PJ Cathcart, JS Davenne, RD Kemp, LG Johnson,
M Johnson, F Jones, J Rees and WJ Walker

(No Public Participation Session was held at this meeting)
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Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors RhM Bennett
(sickness) JS Davenne (personal), M Johnson (sickness), F Jones (sickness)
J Rees (Work commitments) WJ Walker (sickness) **

Declarations of Interest

Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they
had and give details of the nature of their interest.

Councillor SWJ Ashley declared a non-prejudicial interest in Minute CL20/111
below

Councillor Villars declared a non-prejudicial interest in Minute CL20/116
below.

Voting

It was Resolved that the manner of any voting at this meeting would be by
calling each name alphabetically with a response of “for or against”:

Chairman’s Announcements & Vice Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that he had attended the following events

e Paying respects at the Clock Tower: 9 November 2020
Remembrance Sunday (11.00 am)

e Wreath laying at Cwmbran Park 9 November 2020
(12 noon)

e Paying respects at Pontnewydd 9 November 2020
(pm)

e Tree Lighting at the Council House 27 November 2020
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e Tree Lighting at Pontnewydd 2 December 2020

It was Resolved that:

(1) the information is noted.

(2) the Chairman’s attendance at the above events is approved.
Public Question Time

In accordance with the Council’'s Standing Orders approved the opportunity
for public questions was included as an item on the agenda for the meeting.

No questions had been submitted.
Police and Fire & Rescue Update

The Chairman welcomed Station Commander Paul Simmons of South Wales
Fire & Rescue Service. He explained how Fire & Rescue Service were
working with partners in the light of current Covid-19 restrictions and referred
to appropriate risk assessment procedures and other safety procedures which
were in place. Station Commander Simmons also provided a brief overview of
statistics relating to incidents.

No representative of Gwent Police was able to attend the meeting.

It was Resolved that Station Commander Paul Simmons is thanked for his
attendance.

Council Meetings 4" November 2020

The Chairman introduced the minutes of the Council meeting held on 4
November 2020.

In relation to Minute CL20/084 (Welsh Government Consultation), Members
noted that a seminar had been arranged for Town &Community Councils on 20
January 2021.

In relation to Minute CL20/091 (Annual Return for the year ended 31 March
2020, Members noted details of new audit arrangements provided by the Clerk.

In relation to Minute CL20/095 (Council House Heating), Members noted that
work had commenced.

Members noted the following decisions taken by the Clerk under delegated
powers (Minute CL20/022 (3) refers.

e Task Force staff had continued with the internal decoration of the Council
House. They would also undertake any decoration required because of
boiler upgrade works.

e Council Christmas cards were being sent digitally this year to reduce the
need for staff to visit the office.

e 2021 Council Events remained under review. The Clerk updated
Members on recent discussions regarding the events. It was unlikely that
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some events would take place in the usual manner, such as the Schools
Eco Quiz.

It was Resolved that.

(1) the minutes of the meeting held on 4 November 2020 are confirmed.
(the Chairman authenticated the minutes of the above meeting.)

(2) delegated powers granted to the Clerk remain in place until the next
Council meeting. (Note: under this delegation any reference to a specific
statute includes any statutory extension or modification or re-enactment of
such statute and any regulations, orders or bylaws made there under.)

(3) areport is submitted to the next meeting on arrangements for 2021
events, including the Big Event but, in the meantime, arrangements are

put in place to prepare for the staging of the events as usual, as far as is
practical.

Membership: Councillor M Johnston

Resolved that in accordance with Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act
1972 the continuing absence from meetings by Councillor M Johnston be
approved enabling him to continue in office as a Councillor for a further period
of six months with effect from 29 January 2021 (This is the date when the
current six-month period ended).

Receipts and Payments October 2020.

Members considered the above information, including bank reconciliations.

It was Resolved that:

(1) the suspension of Financial Regulations to allow these matters to be
reported direct to Council for the foreseeable future is approved.

(2) the financial information reported is noted.

Quarterly Financial Monitoring 2020/21 Quarter 2 July, August,
September 2020

Members considered the above information.

Members noted that the Clerk had approved an additional NI contribution of
£105.98 (Code BO1) in accordance with Financial Regulation 4.5.

It was Resolved that the information is noted.

Gas Supply

Members noted the Council had qualified for a “Blend and Extend Offer” on
the Council’s existing agreement with Total Gas & Power. The offer would be
£2518.45 pa giving an estimated £111.92 pa saving. Over the contract’s

duration total estimated saving would be £435.50.

It is Resolved that the above offer is accepted.
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Reserves

Members considered a detailed report and risk assessment of the Council’s
use of Financial Reserves and Investments.

It was recommended that

(1) as a medium-term planning objective, a minimum General (un-
earmarked) Reserve level is retained, based on 3 moths Gross
Expenditure.

2 general revenue reserves are held within a range of three to
twelve months of gross expenditure.

(3) the transfer to EMR of any balance on the following Budget
Headings unspent at the year-end is approved.

G10 Premises Maintenance/Asset Replacement.

HO2  Furniture, Fixtures & Fittings.

113 Regeneration Projects

002 Cwmbran Centre for Young People Building Maintenance Fund

4) the use of funds from General Reserves to reduce pressure on
the 2021/2022 Precept is approved. (see Minute CL20/108
below)

Estimates 2021/22

Members considered the Council’'s Estimates and Precept for the forthcoming
year. The Estimates and Precept (£E650,425) were approved
unanimously in principle by all Members present, subject to further
consideration on 27 January 2021. The sum of £40,000 from General
Reserves would be utilised to reduce pressure on the Precept.

Members paid tribute to the hard work of Council staff in preparing the
estimates and for providing all Members with sufficient information in advance
of the meeting.

Resolved that the 2021/22 Estimates are approved in principle, subject to
further consideration on 27 January 2021.

Governance Documents: Financial Regulations 2020/2021

Members considered draft Financial Regulations. The Clerk highlighted any
significant changes from current arrangements.

It was Resolved that the Financial Regulations are approved.

Health & Safety Update

The Clerk updated Members on the progress of various Risk Assessments. A
full report would be submitted to the next meeting in order that Members

could consider a joined-up approach to any actions required.

It was Resolved that a detailed report is submitted to the next meeting.
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CL20/111 Torfaen Replacement Local Development Plan: Consultation on
Preferred Strategy

Councillor SWJ Ashley declared a non-prejudicial interest in this item.

Members considered a report which provided details of the consultation
process on the new Local Development Plan for Torfaen..

It was Resolved that a seminar is held for Members to discuss the above
matters on 13 January 2021 via Teams.

CL20/112 Planning Consultations

It was Resolved that Members submit any observations on recent planning
applications to the Clerk.

CL20/113 Remembrance Sunday 2020

Members considered a report which reviewed the success of the Council’s
recent arrangements to commemorate Remembrance.

It was Resolved that the arrangements are noted.
CL20/114 Christmas Events 2020

Members considered a report which reviewed the success of the Council’s
recent tree lighting arrangements.

It was Resolved that the arrangements are noted.
CL20/115 Request for Funding: Co-Star

Members considered a request from the Co-Star Partnership to assist with the
provision of Christmas hampers etc. for the local community. Members
unanimously agreed to make a payment of £600.

It was Resolved that a contribution of £600 is made from the Council’s
Grants to Voluntary Organisations Budget (Local government Act 2000 s.2
Power of Well-being).

CL20/116 Request for Funding: Oakfield Gardens
Councillor M Villars declared a non-prejudicial interest in this item.

Members considered a detailed report on a request to provide financial support
towards the provision of play equipment at Oakfield Gardens. The funding
would support other sources of funding to deliver the project. Torfaen County
Borough Council would be responsible for future maintenance. Members
considered that it was important that any support from the Council was
acknowledged on site.

The Clerk agreed to circulate design details of the project to Members.
It was Resolved that, subject to the confirmation of the necessary funding

from other agencies associated with the project, the sum of £10,000 is
approved as a contribution towards the provision of play equipment (£5,000

34



CL20/117

CL20/118

CL20/119

CL20/120

35

Cwmbran Community Council
2020/21

from Regeneration funds (113) and £5,000 from Earmarked Reserves
(Regeneration).) (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

Community Venues Lottery Funding

Members considered a report on an application made to Welsh Government
on behalf of the Local Councils in Partnership Committee (LCP) to support
the recruitment of a community development post. The report sought
Members’ views on the provision of additional funds to ensure a sustainable
and successful project by attracting a candidate of suitable quality. The
postholder would work with community venue management committees.

Members welcomed Victoria Crocker Third Sector Development — Co-
ordinator (Torfaen Voluntary Alliance) who elaborated on the report and
answered Members’ questions. In particular, she outlined the contribution to
the project which the local councils were being asked to contribute. The
contributions reflected local needs. Funding would be required for three years
from 2021/22.

It was Resolved that

(1) the provision of £2500 pa for three years commencing in 2021/22
from Regeneration funds (113) is approved (Local government Act
2000 s.2 Power of Well-being).

(2) the progress of the project is kept under review by means of an
annual report to the Council.

(3) the new postholder is invited to meet Members to discuss the way
forward for the project.

Oakfield “Santa Run.”

Members considered a request for a donation towards the provision of a
“Santa Run” by the Court Farm & Oakfield Community Association. The event
would feature a touring vehicle which would drive around the locality bringing
good cheer via a “sleigh.” Social distancing would be put in place.

It was Resolved that the sum of £25.00 from Regeneration funds (113) to
support the above project is approved (Local Government Act 2000 s 2
(Power of Well-being))

(note: the above event was subsequently cancelled in view of new restrictions
associated with Covid-19)

Date of Next Meeting

It was Resolved that the next meeting is held by remote means on 27 January
2021

Exclusion of the Press & Public

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it was
Resolved that the following matters be considered in private and that the



CL20/121

36

Cwmbran Community Council
2020/21

power of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised.

Staffing Matters

Members considered a report which consolidated several recent staffing
issues.

It was Resolved that:

(1) the continuation of additional hours worked by two staff members, as
described in the report, is continued until 31 March 2021.

(2) arrangements relating to the National Living Wage with effect from April
2021 are noted.

(3) arrangements described in the report to recruit Blair Mwendo to provide

accountancy support to assist with maternity absence are confirmed (SCP
18-23 pro rata).

(4) Blair Mwendo is allowed to use the Co-operative Bank’s Business
Customer Services, Unity Trust Bank and Monmouthshire Building
Society facilities for the purpose of the transfer of funds between
Council accounts and for making balance and other enquiries and
payments (including on-line payments), as necessary.

Signed ... (Chairman, Cwmbran Community Council)



