Policy & Finance Committee 2026/27
Minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee of Cwmbran Community Council held on
Monday 13 July 2026 at 6.00 pm.
Venue: The meeting was held remotely and at the Council House, Ventnor Road,
Cwmbran NP44 3JY in accordance with the Local Government and Elections (Wales)

Act 2021

The recommendations below will be submitted to the Council Meeting to be held on
Wednesday 29 July 2026.

These minutes are subject to confirmation at the meeting to be held on:
Monday 14 September 2026

Present Councillors S Ashley, A Bird, L Chaney, P Jones, K Manneh, C Morgan,
M Villars (Chair) & W Walker

Also, Gareth Davies (Clerk)

Absent Councillors M Day, F Jones, G Lloyd-Tolman, L Lloyd-Tolman, P Seabourne
& S Wharton

(No Public Participation Session was held at this meeting)

PF26/010 Apologies for Absence
Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillors F Jones, G Lloyd-
Tolman, L Lloyd-Tolman & S Wharton

PF26/011 Declarations of Interest
Members were asked to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests that
they may have and sign the Interests Sheet to give details of the nature of the

interest.

There were no Declarations of Interest received.

PF26/012 Minutes — 8 June 2026

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 June 2026 were confirmed as a correct
record of the meeting and are approved and actioned therein.

Councillor M Villars signed the minutes.

PF26/013 Al Policy

Members considered the attached Al policy and discussed the positives and
negatives to consider when using Al. The Clerk informed members that he
had spoken to Orbits IT the support company used by the council who had
advised using only Microsoft Copilot.

Members were concerned that everything would be checked thoroughly
before publication, especially when there are legal references and issues
concerning safeguarding to consider. Members also suggested that Al
training for staff and members would be useful.
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The Clerk will amend the policy as required by members to be reviewed at the
full Council meeting.

It was recommended that:-

a) the Clerk amends the policy to be reviewed at the Full Council
meeting.

b) the position is noted.

Medium Term Strategy Development and Milestones.

Members received an update from the Clerk who informed members that the
Food Festival was on hold, due to there being insufficient time to plan the
event.

It was recommended that:-

a) the position is noted.

Seminars & Outside Bodies
Councillor P Jones discussed with members if the Torfaen Rural Local Action
Group is still operating and asked the Clerk to inform the Mon, Brecon &
Abergavenny Canal Trust of the Council’s representatives to ensure that they
are invited to meetings.
It was recommended that:-
a) the Clerk enquires if the Torfaen Rural Local Action Group is still
operating and informs the Mon, Brecon & Abergavenny Canal
Trust of the Council’s representatives.

b) the position is noted.

Exclusion of the Public & Press

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it is
recommended that the following matters be considered in private and that
the power of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised.

Cashbook and Bank Reconciliation for September to December 2025

Members reviewed the documents and approved the Cashbook and Bank
Reconciliation for September to December 2025.

It was recommended that:-

a) the Cashbook and Bank Reconciliation for September to
December 2025 are approved.

b) the position is noted.
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PF26/017 Council House Building Update
The Clerk informed members that the work to update the fire alarm system in
the Council House was in progress and would be completed soon. The next
work to be undertaken would be the Access Control System and quotes
would be available at the next Full Council meeting.
It was recommended that:-

a) the position is noted.

PF26/018 Staffing Update
Members received a staffing update from the Clerk and a request to add an
additional member of staff to the bank account, to be able to assist with
payments. Members agreed to add the additional member of staff to the bank
account.

It was recommended that:-

a) an additional member of staff is added to the bank account to
assist with payments.

b) the position is noted.

Signed ... (Chair, Policy & Finance Committee)



